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Introduction 

The development strategy is a document constituting a tool for increasing the 

competitiveness of local territorial units or regions. The strategy is a comprehensive, 

perspective concept that defines development goals as well as the conditions, principles 

and stages of achieving them. It is a concept with a long time horizon, encompassing all 

levels of local life. The development strategy is the overriding instrument of local 

development management and the basis for long-term local socio-economic policy1. The 

development strategy includes setting goals, directions and methods of operation, as well 

as specifying the conditions, rules and stages of achieving the set goals in a situation of 

rapidly occurring changes2. 

The tourism development strategy should indicate tourism products that are to become 

branded products (leading, flagship, company) for a given area3. 

This Kayak Trail Development Strategy results directly from the implementation of the 

project "Bug unites us - the creation of two cross-border kayaking tourist trails" 

implemented under the Cross-border Cooperation Program Poland-Belarus-Ukraine 2014-

2020, addendum number PLBU.01.02.00-20-0224 / 17 -01”.  

 

The elaboration of the Development Strategy covers the period 2021-2028 and applies to 

those created as part of the project: 

• Kayaking trail along the Bug River - from the source in Werchobuż (Ukraine) to the 

estuary - to the Narew River (Poland) with a total length of the waterway approx. 

700 km. 

• Kayaking trail along the Dnieper-Bug Canal and the Mukhavets River - from the 

town of Bielin (Belarus) to Brest (Belarus) and the inflow to Poland, with a total 

length of a waterway of approx. 100 km. 

 

Figure 1 Project logotype  "Bug unites us..." 

 
1 Kosidowski W., Potoczek A., 2001, Strategia rozwoju jako instrument podnoszenia konkurencyjności 

lokalnych jednostek terytorialnych, [in:] Kosidowski W. (red.), Strategie i polityka rozwoju lokalnego: na 

przykładzie Polski północno-wschodniej, Wyd. Wszechnica Mazurska, Olecko. 
2 Wysocka E., Koziński J., 2000, Strategia rozwoju regionalnego i lokalnego po reformie  
administracyjnej państwa, Difin, Warszawa. 
3 Rochmińska A., Stasiak A., 2004, Strategie rozwoju turystyki. Turystyka i Hotelarstwo, 6, 9-43. 
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The scope of the Strategy covers: 

• Defining the goals of the Strategy, 

• Analysis of the tourism potential, understood as a detailed analysis of the current 

state of tourism and tourism-related infrastructure, 

• Analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of the products as well as the 

opportunities and threats it creates. 

• Tourism product identity building concept, 

• Analysis and determination of target groups for the developed trails, 

• Analysis of the needs of people using the trails, 

• Mission and vision for the development of kayaking trails, 

• Strategy implementation system. 

 

All provisions contained in the Strategy take into account the issues of sustainable tourism 

development and respect for nature, which is the basis for the tourist attractiveness and 

tourism products of the region. 

The development of the Strategy was carried out during the pandemic caused by the SARS 

cov-2 virus. The vaccination process launched all over the world allows to assume that for 

most of the period covered by the strategy (2021-2028), tourist traffic in Europe will be 

relatively normal. Nevertheless, the Strategy defines among the threats those related to 

the epidemic and its possible impact on the reduction of tourist traffic. At the same time, 

the nature of tourism related to kayaking and the tourism products defined in the Strategy 

are based on individual tourism, which in the post-pandemic period may be treated as 

a competitive advantage. 

 

The project "Bug unites us - the creation of two cross-border kayak tourist trails" 

is implemented in a partnership of three countries: Poland, Belarus and Ukraine. 

The project leader is the Drohiczyn Commune, and the partners are Chervonohrad District 

Council (originally Sokalski District Council) and the Department of Tourism of the 

Drohiczyn Region. 

 

The most important goals of the project are: 

• Inventory and designation of two cross-border kayaking tourist trails, 

• Marking the created kayak trails, 
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Figure 2 Markings along the kayak trail - beach in Drohiczyn 

Source: GIG Katowice 

 

• Designation and equipment of daily kayaking trips, 

• Development and publication of guides and trail maps, 

• Construction and setting of observation towers along the trail of the trails, 

• Establishment of Kayak Tourism Centers in Drohiczyn (Poland), Sokal (Ukraine) and 

Bielin (Belarus), 

• Organization of two international kayaking trips and three international educational 

meetings, 

• Promotional campaign.  
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Research methodology 

Strategy for the Kayak Trails Development created as part of the project "Bug unites us - 

the creation of two cross-border kayaking tourist trails" implemented as part of the Cross-

border Cooperation Program Poland-Belarus-Ukraine 2014-2020, addendum number 

PLBU.01.02.00-20-0224 / 17-01, was developed in accordance with the principles of 

strategic planning in the participatory-expert formula, the main feature of which is close 

cooperation between experts working on the strategy and various groups of project 

stakeholders, i.e. tourism service providers, local authorities, administrators of tourist 

attractions and infrastructure, creators of tourism products, etc. Primary sources were used 

to develop the strategy document, i.e. received product fiches and secondary sources, i.e. 

existing statistical data, strategic documents, publications, promotional and information 

materials, websites. 

The concept of a tourism product and the definitions associated with it are described in 

various ways, therefore, in order to ensure consistency, the following provisions were 

adopted based on the literature review, the Polish Marketing Strategy in the tourism sector 

for 2012-2020 and the Tourism Development Program until 2020, in order to ensure 

consistency: 

• A tourism product is a package of tangible and intangible ingredients available on 

the market, enabling the achievement of the purpose of a tourist trip. They are 

natural and man-made tourist goods, goods and services that enable the arrival, 

stay and use of tourist attractions as well as an attractive way of spending time. 

The typology of tourism products includes: 

o service - as a single tourist service, usually included in a wider product and 

subordinate to the destination (tourist's needs and motivation), e.g. sports 

equipment rental, hotel, catering and others, 

o event - it can be a standalone product or part of a larger whole. It is 

thematically separate and thematically coherent, it can be cyclical, 

e.g. a festival, fair, tournament, sports event and others, 

o object - includes a tourist attraction, surrounded by accompanying elements, 

concentrated in one point, e.g. an open-air museum, museum, cave, but 

also a shopping center or hotel and others, 

A tourism product may constitute a set of attractions and services along with accompanying 

elements in a specific area, region or country / countries. It is a functional area on the 

basis of tourist assets and / or attractions, e.g. a tourist destination, a tourist region, the 

Bug River and others. 

• a branded tourism product is a product that is recognizable on the market and 

stands out from other tourism products. Tourists distinguish it from others based 

on the set of features and attributes that make up the brand of the product. The 
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brand allows you to achieve a sustainable competitive advantage on the market, 

which results from the unique benefits that customers receive.  

• the brand of a tourism product is a feature, a set of attributes that customers ascribe 

to it. It consists of a name, identity and image as well as a tourist offer. 

• the tourist asset includes all the existing features of the area (tourist destination) 

that are in the sphere of tourist interest and determine the choice of a given place 

and form of tourist activity. These can be natural values (created as a result of 

natural processes - mountains, sea, lakes, etc.), and anthropogenic (man-made - 

castles, cities, etc.). 

• a tourist attraction is an appropriately developed and made available to tourists 

tourist asset (e.g. a viewpoint on a kayak trail that allows observation of natural 

values). 

 

 

Figure 3 The view from the vantage point on the Bug in Serpelice 
Source: GIG Katowice 

 

• tourist infrastructure includes technical means, facilities and devices that ensure 

the proper use of tourist assets to meet the needs and expectations of tourists and 

provide the necessary services and products (e.g. small gastronomy, kayak harbor, 

pier). 

In a methodological sense, the cross-border kayaking tourist trail on the Bug River can be 

perceived as a linear tourism product, which can be described as a package offer, consisting 
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of services and goods, the basis of which is determined by a permanently marked or 

adopted tourist trail running through areas with specific assets, among which natural 

values predominate, enabling tourism. The elements of the product are usually connected 

by a delineated, marked and adapted trail and the accompanying tourist infrastructure, 

which may require special preparation of the tourist (canoeist). This product is 

international, supra-regional. Its specificity indicates that it will be a network product due 

to the very large number of assets, attractions and services it consists of. The methodology 

used in the development of the Strategy includes, among others, the search for data and 

information necessary to diagnose the state of tourism in the cross-border areas of the 

Bug River, which are related to kayaking tourist trails, and based on them, the diagnosis 

of development opportunities for a brand-name tourism product. The conducted research 

shows, on the one hand, the potential and, on the other hand, development barriers for 

the tourism product. To define them, the available literature, survey results and in-depth 

interviews were used. 

Stages of the research process implementation: 

• Literature query including scientific and popular-science literature, reports, 

catalogs, folders, legal acts, project achievements as well as websites and social 

media to determine the potentials and opportunities for the development of a 

tourism product. 

• Field work to deepen knowledge about the values of the studied area and to verify 

the information inventoried in the course of a literature query. 

• Meetings with stakeholders, including representatives of municipalities and 

institutions involved in the implementation of the project, the kayaking community, 

nature protection institutions and others, in order to obtain information about 

potential opportunities and threats, needs in the field of tourism product 

development in the Bug River area. Meetings and consultations included 

representatives of the Polish, Ukrainian and Belarusian side. 

• Surveys and in-depth interviews, which covered such issues as: 

o the importance of kayaking activities for social integration, 

o the importance of tourism for the local economy and environmental 

protection, 

o documentation of tourism development, 

o tourism information networks and role (tools and techniques for promoting 

a tourism product), 

o support for local governments in projects related to the kayaking activities, 

o Stakeholders' intentions, in particular communes, to make the kayaking 

trails more attractive. 

 



 

Strategy for the Kayak Trails Development created as part of the project „Bug unites us – 

creating two cross-border kayaking tourist trails” 

10 Research methodology 

On the basis of the collected data and the analysis of the literature, a presentation of 

possible directions of development of the brand tourism product related to the kayaking 

trails on the Bug River and the Dnieper-Bug Channel and the Mukhavets River was 

prepared. 

• Consultation of the developed strategy with the Ordering Party and selected 

stakeholders, including in the field of further research directions. 

 

This document includes two main parts constituting the result of the work carried out - the 

first one is of an analytical and diagnostic nature, which is a tourist audit of the area of 

kayaking trails on the Bug River and its catchment, which analyzes in detail the existing 

tourist resources. The summary of the first part is a SWOT analysis identifying 

opportunities and threats, and as a result key problems that need to be solved. The second 

part presents a framework concept for the development of a tourism product as the main 

product and its components for individual areas covered by the main product. This way, 

the functioning of the tourism product, its components, market segmentation, strengths 

and weaknesses, the state of advancement, activities necessary in product development, 

implementing stakeholders and management were presented. A special element of the 

strategy is the plan of promoting and building the identity of the product, which include, 

among others, visual identification system, concept of image-building activities for an 

integrated tourism product, description of tools used in the promotion process together 

with suggestions for their use and detailed implementation instructions (including 

suggestions for possible changes to the current means of promotion, i.e. website, folders, 

leaflets), model communicating the strategy.   
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Identification of the main challenges and goals of the strategy 

 

The overriding goal of the Strategy is to set directions for the further development of 

tourism products created around the Kayak Trail along the Bug River and the Kayak Trail 

along the Dnieper-Bug Canal and the Mukhavets River, with a well-known brand. 

 

The specific objectives relate primarily to: 

 

• Development of the created kayak trails as tourism products, 

• Increasing the competitiveness of trails and coastal areas as a tourist region, 

• Increasing the recognition of the area covered by the project by creating a brand 

of products, 

• Activation of local communities to promote the created trails, 

• Enlargement of the labour market in tourism and tourism-related industries in the 

areas of the created trails, 

• Building new directions of cooperation around the tourism industry of the Project 

Cross-border Partners, 

• Acquiring investment funds for the development of tourism-related infrastructure 

• Targeting promotional and investment activities. 

 

The bundles of activities necessary to achieve the objecitves are presented below. 

 

Development of the created kayak trails as tourism products: 

• Development of a catalog of 4-6 tourism products concentrated around the 

kayaking trails, 

• Providing the necessary infrastructure for the development of specific tourism 

products, 

• Achieving the synergy effect by concentrating efforts and forces on the development 

of specific tourism products, 

• Using the existing natural and cultural heritage to build tourism products. 
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Increasing the competitiveness of trails and coastal areas as a tourist region 

Including created tourism products as leading elements of the economic strategy of regions 

and countries, 

• Acquiring investment funds for the development of tourism-related infrastructure, 

• Increasing marketing activities at the regional level in terms of promotion and 

dissemination of new tourism products, 

• Establishing cooperation between entrepreneurs operating on different sections 

of the trails. 

 

Increasing the recognition of the area covered by the project by creating a brand 

of products 

• Building the brand of tourism products, 

• Development and implementation of an image strategy for tourism products. 

 

Activation of local communities to promote the created trails 

• Using the potential of local social initiatives for the development and promotion 

of tourism products, 

• Establishing cooperation between stakeholders focused around kayaking trails, both 

from various professional groups and different sections of the trails, 

• Including promotional activities in existing regional events with a created and 

recognized brand. 

 

Enlargement of the labour market in tourism and tourism-related industries in the areas 

of the created trails 

• Filling the existing gaps in access to tourism-related services on selected sections 

of kayaking trails, 

• Building new services based on tourism products as well as networking with other 

tourism products of the regions (e.g. bicycle trails), 

• The use of aid funds for improving qualifications and creating new jobs around 

tourism products, 

• Incorporation of products in the Regions Economic Development Strategies. 

 

Building new directions of cooperation around the tourism industry of the Project Cross-

border Partners 

• Sanctioning the partnership and adopting a cooperation strategy for tourism in the 

region, 
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• Transposing the provisions of local strategies into supra-local and supra-regional 

tourism development strategies, 

• Commitment to further fundraising as well as new partners for cross-border tourism 

projects. 

 

Acquiring investment funds for the development of tourism-related infrastructure 

• Focusing and engaging potential beneficiaries to cooperate in obtaining investment 

funds for the development of tourism-related infrastructure, 

• Organization of entities established to obtain investment funds for infrastructure 

development, 

• Involvement of existing organizations supporting the development 

of entrepreneurship to activities in the field of raising funds for the development 

of tourism-related infrastructure and creating new jobs in tourism.  

 

Targeting promotional and investment activities 

• Adoption of the Kayak Trail Development Strategy and transposition of its provisions 

into other strategic documents at the local and regional level, 

• Development of a common image and marketing strategy for popularizing 

the products and brand of tourist trails, 
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Tourist potential analysis 

The analysis of the tourism potential consists of both natural and cultural factors as well 

as the preparation of regions to provide tourist services. The basis for the assessment of 

tourist potential was the list of individual components and their availability for users of 

kayaking trails. Due to the linear nature of the kayaking trails, most of the elements were 

analyzed by sections: 

 

• The Upper Bug Kayak Trail - from the town of Werchobuż in Ukraine to the border 

with Poland in the town of Gołębie, 

• The Middle Bug Kayak Trail - from Gołębie to Michałów, located above Brest, 

• The Lower Bug Kayak Trail - from the village of Kuzawka located below Brest to the 

mouth of the Bug River. 

• The Dnieper-Bug Canal and the Mukhavets River in Brest flows into the Bug River. 

The Kayak Trail on the Dnieper-Bug Canal and the Mukhavets River is therefore 

a kind of link between the middle and lower section of the kayaking trail on the Bug 

River. 

 

The exception are the elements of the assessment, the area of influence of which 

significantly exceeds the individual fragments of the trails, such as the culinary values 

of the regions through which the trails are led or the cultural offer of these regions.  

In the presented lists of facilities and services related to or likely to be elements of the 

tourism product in the form of kayaking trails, the areas in its immediate vicinity were 

analyzed, assuming that the priority activity was kayaking. 
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The Upper Bug kayak trail 

The course of the trail 

The initial section of the kayaking trail on the Bug River is entirely within the territory 

of Ukraine. Taking into account the differences in the difficulty of passing individual 

sections of the trail, it has been divided into three parts. The first part of the trail is 

characterized by considerable difficulty in the kayaking, intended only for advanced 

canoeists. The starting point of the trail is located at the source of the Bug in the village of 

Werchobuż.  

 

Figure 4 Information board in the vicinity of the Bug springs 

Source: kajakowaprzygoda.pl 

 

From the beginning of the trail to the 47th kilometer of the river, kayaking is much more 

difficult. At a depth of 0.7 m, the width of the watercourse does not exceed 2 m. 

Additionally, the river in this section is the habitat of the European beaver, so one should 

take into account the possibility of dams and lodges built by these animals in the riverbed. 

These elements make it difficult to run off (the kayak needs to be moved), but on the other 

hand they cause water damming and increase the depth of the watercourse. From the 5th 

kilometer of the trail near the village of Sasiv, the riverbed is heavily overgrown with reed 

beds, and in the section running through forest areas, there are many fallen trees in the 

riverbed. From 15 km to the locality of Storonibaby, the kayaking is also difficult due 

to overhanging and fallen branches and logs of trees. In the city of Busk, at the crossing 

of the river with Hrushevskoho (43 km) street, the average width of the watercourse 
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increases to 4 meters, but in many places in this section the depth is still insufficient for 

kayaking. On the next part of the trail, up to the mouth of the Poltva River, the stream 

flows through the park complex named after Ivan Franko. The riverbed has a significant 

amount of overhanging branches and fallen trees. From the tributary of the Poltva River to 

the Dobrotwór reservoir, the channel is on average 11 meters wide. In this section, the 

trip is still significantly impeded by bridges and pedestrian crossings, as well as numerous 

islands and shoals. Almost all such obstacles require you to land and move your kayak. 

The riverbed from Busko to Kamieńki-Bużkańska has a naturally meandering course with 

many sharp meanders and oxbow lakes. In the section from Kamieńka-Bużkańska to the 

Dobrotwór reservoir, the riverbed has a straight course with numerous forks of the new 

and old riverbed. Old canals are mostly dead ends. In several places, the forks of the 

riverbed connect with the main stream of the river, which gives you the choice of which 

trail to follow. From 92 km (near the locality of Gaik, before it flows into the Dobrotvorski 

reservoir), the channel is leveled and widened to an average of 18 m. This is where the 

first, most difficult section of the trail in Ukraine ends. 

 

Figure 5 The upper section of the Ukrainian part of the trail 
Source: GIG Katowice 

The middle section of the kayaking trail on the territory of Ukraine is characterized by 

a moderate degree of difficulty. This section begins at km 94 of the river, where the Bug 

flows into the reservoir of the Dobrotwór heat and power plant. This dam reservoir on the 

Bug River is 12 km long. In the area of the reservoir backwater, the trail runs along the 

left bank, because on the right side, the bank is shallow with sedimenting alluvial deposits. 
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After 1 km of kayaking on the reservoir, keep to the right side, as there are recreational 

platforms on the left bank that extend up to half of the total width of the reservoir. Near 

the locality of Perekalky, the width of the reservoir narrows to 150 meters. At this point, 

there is a footbridge that allows you to go over the Dobrotworskie reservoir. On the 105 

km of the trail, the reservoir widens significantly, to an average value of 500 m. The 

average depth of the reservoir is 2.3 meters with local troughs up to over 4 m. As the 

width of the reservoir exceeds 150 meters along almost its entire length, there is a risk of 

high side waves forming in a windy weather. At the 106th kilometer of the trail there is 

a  dam of the reservoir, before which it is necessary to go ashore. It is possible to continue 

the trip 500 m below the dam of the water reservoir in the village of Stary Dobrotwór.   

A moderate current is observed along the entire length of the trail below the dam, with an 

average width of 19 m. The banks of the river in this part are covered with dense trees, 

and small water whirls form in several places. In some places, there are shoals along the 

entire width of the channel, which prevent the continuation of the trip, forcing to disembark 

and carry the kayak. Along its entire length, up to the edge of the village of Horodyszcze, 

the riverbed is partitioned with fallen trees and elements of beaver activity (beaver dams, 

lodges). Construction elements (probably the remains of a historic crossing) stick out of the 

water on the left bank near the village of Stryhanka. According to the 2020 Western Bug 

River Inventory Report from 110 to 111 kilometers, the kayaking trip is impossible due to 

the obstruction of the riverbed. 

 

Figure 6 The middle section of the Ukrainian part of the trail 
Source: GIG Katowice 
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The last, relatively easiest section of the Ukrainian part of the trail starts near the village 

of Horodyszcze and leads to the border with Poland near the village of Pisochne. The trail 

is characterized by no obstacles requiring the kayak to be carried. On the section is only 

a few permanent obstacles that must be avoided. The length of this section is approx. 

70 km. 

 

Figure 7 The lower section of the Ukrainian part of the trail 
Source: GIG Katowice 

 

The total length of the Upper Bug Kayak Trail in Ukraine is 185 km. In this part, the Bug 

is fed mainly by the left-bank tributaries of the Poltva, Rata, Sołokija, and Warężanka. 

Currently organized kayaking trips on the Ukrainian section of the river usually start near 

Dobrotwór and end in Starhorod (about 70 km). The trail along the entire length from the 

sources to the border with Poland has not been marked so far (the markings are built as 

part of the project "Bug Unites Us...".  

 

Tourist traffic service (tourist assets) 

 

In this subsection, as in the following sections relating to the remaining sections of the 

trail, a description of tourist assets is presented, understood only as the current base of 

the tourist offer, taking into account the lists of: 

• existing hotels, holiday resorts, guesthouses, agritourism farms, campgrounds, 

campsites, camping sites and catering facilities, 
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• tourist equipment rental, 

• companies and institutions dealing with the organization of tourism on the trails, 

• tourism brokers selling tourism services on the trails, 

• tourist information points or centers performing their functions, 

• other points important for people using the trails. 

 

On the Ukrainian section of the trail, you can take advantage of the bars offer / restaurants 

and accommodation located near the river in the following towns: 

 

Accommodations: 

 

Hotel Volyn 

Kniazia Vasylka Street, 1, Volodymyr-Volynsky; Volyn Oblast, 44701 

380 734 286 429 

 

Don Kihot Hotel 

Vulytsya Lutsʹka, 1 Novovolynsk, Volyn Oblast, 45400 

380 673 610 504 

 

Try Bobry 

вул. Львівська, 25 Lytovezh, 45325 

380 979 301 752 

 

Comfort Hotel 

Vulytsya V.stusa, 11-Б, Chervonohrad; Lviv Oblast, 80100 

 

Hotelʹnyy Kompleks "Shato" 

Vulytsya Bohdana Khmelʹnytsʹkoho, 27а; Chervonohrad, Lviv Oblast 80100 

 

Ko "Vesna" 

Lvivska St, 13, Chervonohrad; Lviv Oblast, 80100 

 

Komfort 

Vulytsya V.stusa, 11-б, Chervonohrad; Lviv Oblast, 80100 

 

Hotel and restaurant complex "Fox" 

Shevchenka, Великий; Lviv Oblast, 80001 

380 974 088 682 

 

Motel 

Vulytsya Heroyiv Maydanu, 16, Chervonohrad; Lviv Oblast,  80100 

 

Kayak-Stantsiya "Vilʹshyna"; с, Silets'; Lviv Oblast, 80100 

 

Валентина 

вулиця Володимира Великого; Sapizhanka, Lviv Oblast, 80406 
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Hotel-Restaurant Nika 

Promyslova St, 6, Busk; Lviv Oblast, 80500 

380 684 272 222 

 

Oksana 

Maydan Nezalezhnosti, 8; Busk, Lviv Oblast, 80500 

 

Zona Vidpochynku 

Lviv Oblast, Ukraina; 49.942908, 24.654667 

 

Zona Vidpochynku 

Т1413, Lviv Oblast; 49.897579, 24.947270 

 

Figure 8 Bug valley in the Sokal 
Source: ua-travel.info 

 

Restaurants: 

Asparagus_restaurant 

Volodymyrska St, 31, Ustyluh; Volyn Oblast, 44731 

 

Restaurant "Golden Lion" 

Lviv Oblast, Ukraina; 50.504848, 24.290011 

 

Kafe-Bar "Kashtan" 

Vulytsya Sheptytsʹkoho, 93, Sokal; Lviv Oblast, 80000 
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Versal 

vulytsya St. Bandery, Chervonohrad; Lviv Oblast, 80100 

 

Chikaho 

Vulytsya Bohdana Khmelʹnytsʹkoho, 63 В, Chervonohrad; Lviv Oblast, 80100 

 

Bar Skhidnyy 

Vulytsya V.stusa, 14, Chervonohrad; Lviv Oblast, 80100 

 

Granat grill_and_wine 

Vulytsya Vasylya Stusa, 14, Chervonohrad; Lviv Oblast, 80100 

 

Figaro 

Ivasyuk St, 20, Chervonohrad; Lviv Oblast, 80100 

 

Imperiya 

Vulytsya Svyatoho Volodymyra, 113А, Chervonohrad; Lviv Oblast, 80100 

 

Kafe-Bar "Urartu" 

Vulytsya Bohdana Khmelʹnytsʹkoho, 87, Chervonohrad;  L'vivs'ka oblast, 80100 

 

Restaurant, cafe "Constellation" 

Vulytsya Budivelʹna, 7, Chervonohrad; Lviv Oblast, 80100 

 

Shevchenko 

Vulytsya Tarasa Shevchenka, Dobrotvir; Lviv Oblast, 80412 

 

Verona Pizzeria 

Vul.i.franka, 30, Kamianka-Buzka; Lviv Oblast, 80400 

 

Andersen 

Yaroslava Mudroho St, 27, Kamianka-Buzka; Lviv Oblast, 80400 

 

SWAG Burger 

Nezalezhnosty St, 69, Kamianka-Buzka; Lviv Oblast, 80400 

 

Galician Crown 

Tiutiunnyka St, 10, Kamianka-Buzka; Lviv Oblast, 80400 

 

Restoran "Buh" 

Vulytsya Nezalezhnosti, 16, Kamianka-Buzka; Lviv Oblast, 80400 

 

Petrova manor 

вул. Шпитальна, 18, м. обл. Львівська, Busk; Lviv Oblast, 80500 

 

Klassik 

Ploshcha Zvytyahy, 3, Busk; Lviv Oblast, 80501 

 

Kafe Bar Filʹvarok 
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Vul. Sichovykh Strilʹtsiv, 6/a, Busk; Lviv Oblast,  80500 

 

MDC lounge 

80500, Busk, Lviv Oblast 

 

Due to the nature of the valley of the upper section of the Bug and the trail mostly through 

sparsely populated areas, the offer of tourist services around the area is limited, which 

does not mean that it is not available. The list is limited only to the immediate zone along 

the trail, which will be used by users especially when kayaking. Before or after the trip, 

tourists can take advantage of the service offer located in the municipalities within the Bug 

valley as well as in towns away from the trail, e.g. in Lviv, less than 40 km from the town 

of Kamionka Bużańska. It should also be noted that the difficulties of this trail section will 

make its users most likely to be experienced and advanced canoeists, for whom the main 

attraction will be sports or physical activity. This group will be characterized by a smaller 

range of needs and expectations in relation to families with children or business tourists in 

terms of accommodation and access to restaurants. 

 

Accessibility to transport, bicycle, hiking and horse trails 

 

The density of the road network in the upper section of the Bug is much lower than in other 

parts. Despite this, access to the river is possible in many places thanks to the relatively 

close proximity of Lviv and radially leading roads of national and international importance. 

There are no roads running parallel to the river valley, allowing easy access anywhere 

along the trail. The most convenient access roads to the trail in this section are the roads 

leading to the village: 

• Werchobuż – the source is located in the center of the town connected by a road, 

among others with the village of Sasów, 

• Sasów – access via the main road connecting Sasów with Złoczów (T1314). 

The road passes over the Bug river and connects the H02 road (Lviv - 

Dnipropetrovsk) with the E40 (Lviv - Kiev) 

• Biały Kamień and Bużok - access possible from the E40 road, approx. 6 km from 

the bridge over the Bug, or via the road connecting Biały Kamień with Złoczów. 

• Pietrycze – Access by road connecting the T1806 route (near the village of Krasne) 

with the E40 (near the village of Ożydów). 

• Busk – Access to Busk directly via the E40 or T1806 route from the south. 

• Kamionka Bużańska - from Tadanie through Kamionka Bużańska to Łany Polskie, 

the Bug flows along the T1425 and H17 road connecting Lviv with Lutsk. Kamionka 

Bużańska is also accessible by train. 



 

Strategy for the Kayak Trails Development created as part of the project „Bug unites us – 

creating two cross-border kayaking tourist trails” 

23 Tourist potential analysis 

• Dobrotwór – Access via the road departing from the H17 route in the town of Gaik 

along the reservoir or from the west side by the road connecting Dobrotwór with 

the town of Mosty Wielkie at the P15 route. Accessible also by train. 

• Horodyszcze – Access by a road connecting the P15 route with the T1410 route. 

The nearest railway station is in Sosnówka. 

• Czervonohrad – Access via the P15 route from the side of the Dołhobyczów-

Uhrynów border crossing (from the north) or from Lviv (from the south), via the 

T1404 route from the border crossing in Hrebenne. Accessible also by train. 

• Sokal – Access from Czervonohrad by route T1412 (crossing the bridge in Żwirka) 

or by roads connecting Sokal with route P15 - Sawczyn-Żwirka or Bojanice-Zaburze. 

There is also a train to Żwirka. 

• Litowiż – Access to the bridge over the Bug river south of the town via the P15 trail. 

 

In the upper section of the Bug, no other, sanctioned type of trails and tourist trails have 

been identified that could complement the tourist offer of kayaking trails. 

 

Analysis of accessibility to the trail 

 

The course of the trail in the upper section, the development and use of the valley area, 

the lack of roads running along the river also causes limited access to the kayak trail itself. 

However, assuming its use primarily by advanced canoeists with extensive experience, the 

difficulties on the banks will be less of a problem for the development of the trails than if it 

were the case in the sections located in Poland, where a greater share of less experienced 

users is expected. 

The most important difficulties in accessing the trail, occurring in the source section of the 

trail, will be a narrow bed and low water level, which will make it difficult to run, often 

making it impossible. Beaver dams and vegetation in the riverbed are also obstacles. At the 

height of the village of Uciszków, there are problems with dangling and overhanging 

boughs, similarly to the section below the village of Busk, in the park part of the Bug river 

valley. Another important obstacle on the trail with no accessibility is the part in the area 

of the dam on the reservoir in Dobrotworze and directly below where the riverbed 

is overgrown and piles stick out of the water.  
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Figure 9 The reservoir in Dobrotworze on the Bug river 
Source: ua-travel.info 

 

At the last so-called the green part of the trail is much easier to access. Other difficulties 

and limitations are described in the section on the course of the trail. 

 

Natural assets 

The Bug River is characterized by a varied degree of transformation. Within the Upper Bug 

Kayak Trail, fragments of the river bed with natural meanders have been preserved, while 

the predominant length of the river bed has a straight and regulated character running 

through agricultural land. The source section of the valley, up to the border of the village 

of Bużek, has unique natural values. This area is protected as part of the Northern Podillia 

National Nature Park. Unique clusters of plant species have developed in this area, as well 

as beech forests that grow on the north-eastern border of the area and are of particular 

value on a European scale. There are over 200 species of plants in the park with different 

conservation status. In addition to the natural values, the park is also home to historical 

and cultural sites, in particular the so-called "Golden Ring" of the castles of the Lviv region, 

numerous churches and other monuments. The following nature reserves and monuments 

are located along the Bug riverbed within the Northern Podillia National Nature Park: 

• Sources of the Bug River - includes the source and the first kilometer of the Bug 

River bed. 

• Verkhobuzhsky Nature Reserve - covering another fragment of the valley with the 

protection of adjacent areas. It was established in order to preserve a unique 

section of the North Podolia River valley with a complex of relict landscape, 
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geomorphological and phytocoenotic forms (beech forests and peat bogs). There 

are about 20 rare plant species in the reserve. 

• Western Bug Nature Reserve located below the village of Ruda Kołtowska - covering 

the areas adjacent to the Bug river bed with unique vegetation.  

• Bohdan Chmielnicki's Linden - is one of the oldest small-leaved lindens in Ukraine, 

growing near Chmielów. 

• Święta Góra and Żulicka Góra - picturesque hills overgrown with forest communities 

typical for a given region, located above the village of Biały Kamień. Święta Góra 

reaches 388 m above the sea level height and is situated on the right bank of the 

Bug river, Żulicka Góra, 360 m above the sea level height is located on the left bank 

of the river. There is also a monastery complex on the Święta Góra hill. 

In Busk, the Bug flows through the Ivan Franko park. It is an 8 hectare complex of trees 

with many valuable monument trees. The area is under protection due to its natural, 

historical and landscape values. The Baden Palace is located next to the eastern part of the 

park.  

Below the town of Busk to Kamionka Bużańska, the riverbed is characterized by a high 

degree of naturalness. The bed with numerous oxbow lakes, often connected to the main 

stream of the river, has also been preserved in the section from Kamionka Bużańska to the 

Dobrotwór reservoir. Wetlands and periodically flooded areas with natural reed  vegetation 

of natural assets developed in the area of the reservoir backwater. Due to the size and 

diversified shores, the reservoir itself also has landscape values. 

Numerous oxbow lakes and undeveloped areas of the river valley with wetlands and 

numerous water reservoirs are located at the level of the village of Bendiuchy above 

Czervonohrad. These areas have been transformed as a result of mining activities and are 

now undergoing spontaneous revitalization. High natural and landscape values are 

characterized by a wide valley overgrown with meadow and reed vegetation in the section 

below Czervonohrad, up to the village of Cieląż. 

The natural section of the river has also been preserved below the village of Starogród, up 

to the border with Poland. In the vicinity of Starogród there is the Zastavnensky Nature 

Park. It was established in 1995 in order to protect the local valuable forest complex, which 

consists of pine and alder forests, four lakes, marsh and meadow zones, canals and pasture 

meadows. 

 

Anthropogenic assets 

From among the most important cultural values located on the kayak trail in the Ukrainian 

part, 41 sites were selected. The vast majority (35 sites) are places of religious worship. 

The largest concentration of historic churches is visible in Busk. The most valuable churches 

in Ukraine include: Holy Trinity Church in Buzhok, Church of Svyatokho Yura in Busk, 
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Tserkva Uspinnya Presvyatoyi Bohorodytsi with the church bell tower in Tyshytsya, Uhkts 

of Sv. Mykhayila in Zabuzhzhya, Church of the Ascension of the Lord in Horod, 

Skylovychori. In addition, the monastery ruins are worth mentioning: Monastery 

Bernardyniv and Kolyshniy Monastyr Bryhidok. In the village of Biały Kamień on Święta 

Góra there are two magnificent churches - the Church of the Assumption of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary and the medieval church of St. Onuphrius, which is one of the elements of the 

monastery that exists in this place. 

 

 

Figure 10 Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Biały Kamień 

Source: https://andy-travelua.livejournal.com/ 

 

Undoubtedly, one of the most valuable monuments of Ukraine is the classicist Palace of 

the Baden from the beginning of the 19th century, located in Busk. The palace is 

surrounded by a park with an area of 8 ha, where you can admire, among others former 

farm buildings (mill, warehouses, hop drying rooms), or a sculpture of a lion. After the 

war, the farm buildings were rebuilt and several new ones were built. A valuable museum 

object is the Potocki Palace, the Museum of the History of Religion. The palace was built in 

the first half of the 18th century as an exquisite baroque residence with a magnificent 

Italian-French park. It was devastated during World War I, but its renovation was not 

completed before the outbreak of World War II, and there is no trace of the park. Currently, 

the palace has been partially renovated, and a small regional museum has been located in 

this part. Two monuments were distinguished: a monument to the soldiers of the Soviet 
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Army who died during the liberation of Czervonohrad and Pam'yatnyk Ivan Mazepi in the 

village of Storonybaby. The most valuable historic cemeteries located along the trail in the 

Ukrainian part are the cemeteries in Staryi Dobrotvir and Horodylovychi. In addition, it is 

worth seeing the Voyinam-Refoselʹchanam monument in the village of Lytovezh. Among 

the Ukrainian historic military remains, the most common are shelters - 5 in Busk and 4 in 

Prybuzhanivska. 
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The Middle Bug Kayak Trail 

 

The course of the trail 

The first section of the trail on the border section of the Bug River begins in Gołębie. The 

entire length of the border part of the Bug has steep, high banks. As a result, they are 

inaccessible on long sections, and in places with more gentle slopes, it should often be 

taken into account the presence of a muddy and boggy bottom.  

 

 

Figure 11 Steep banks of Bug 
Source: GIG Katowice 

 

The most difficult conditions occur in a section of the Hrubieszów district, caused by loess 

soils which are susceptible to softening. This creates problems with finding suitable areas 

with favorable conditions for landing on the shore and convenient landfall during the trip. 

The exits created by fishermen or border guards are only suitable for emergency situations. 

In the main stream of the river, especially near the banks, there are branches or whole 

trees that have fallen into the river, which have found themselves in it as a result of 

washing the banks or as a result of the activity of beavers. They are apparently especially 

at low water levels. In the section Gołębie - Dorohusk there may periodically occur 

blockages along the entire width of the river. Overgrown, fallen trees block the river in 

long stretches, making it impossible to kayak on several dozen meters reaches. 

2 km of the Bug River gap (Water gap Ślipcze) begins at the level of Ślipcza. The river 

meanders in this place, and the height of the banks of the channel reaches several meters. 

In the vicinity of the village of Hordło, in the riverbed, there is the first island on the Polish 
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section of the trail, the next ones appear near Włodawa. In the analyzed fragment, the 

Bug is supplied by three right-bank tributaries of the Ługa, Topkij, Neretwa, and six left-

bank tributaries of Wełanka, Udal, Uherka, Włodawka, Hanna and Krzna. The course of the 

national trail on the analyzed section of the river determines the location of the river on 

the border between Poland and Ukraine, Poland and Belarus. A kayaking trip, after prior 

notification, in the appropriate place of the Border Guard, is possible only on the Polish 

part of the river (left bank to the mainstream axis). In practice, this means the necessity 

to start or end the kayaking trip, or its stage on the left bank, and exclude even short stops 

and staying at the right bank. Additionally, it should be remembered that about the ban 

on staying within the road bridges (Zosin, Dorohusk, Sławatycze, Terespol, Koroszczyn), 

which are part of the infrastructure of Polish border crossings with countries outside the 

European Union and are subject to special protection (300 meters in front of and behind 

the bridge). This means the possibility of free kayaking along these sections, but without 

the right to get off and stay also on the left bank. The continuity of the kayak trail is 

interrupted in the region of Brest and Terespol. In these places, the border is not made by 

the Bug River, but by a shallow canal (moat) of the former fortress and partly by an oxbow 

lake. The entire 2 km long Bug River is located on the territory of Belarus (including the 

mouth of the Mukhavets River and the Fortress Aviators Island).  

Due to the fact that the canal is blocked and the land zone in the area of border crossings 

is inaccessible, it is currently impossible to use the trail on the 20 km section from 

Michalkowo to Kuzawka. The total length of the analyzed section of the river is 329.4 km 

and it runs entirely on the border section of the Bug river. According to the 2018 inventory, 

the Middle Bug Kayak Trail has been divided into 13 sections that can be kayaked within 1 

day each: 

• Gołębie – Ślipcze (27 km) 

• Ślipcze – Strzyżów (26 km) 

• Strzyżów – Horodło (27 km) 

• Horodło – Dubienka (26 km) 

• Dubienka – Dorohusk (36 km) 

• Dorohusk – Świerże (16 km) 

• Świerże – Wola Uhruska (26 km) 

• Wola Uhruska – Orchówek (47 km) 

• Orchówek – Różanka (19 km) 

• Różanka – Sławatycze (26 km) 

• Sławatycze – Sugry (24 km) 

• Sugry – Żuki (28 km) 

• Żuki – Kuzawka (22 km) 
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Figure 12 Middle Bug Kayak Trail 
Source: GIG Katowice 

 

Due to the necessity to move on the left bank, in the further part of the chapter the analysis 

focused mainly on the elements located on the Polish side of the border, which canoeists 

will be able to use without interrupting the trip and crossing the border. 

 

Tourist traffic service (tourist assets) 

On the border section of the trail, you can take advantage of the offer of bars / restaurants 

and accommodation facilities located on the Polish and Belarusian side of the border near 

the following towns: 

 

Accommodations: 

Pokoje Gościnne NADBUŻANKA 

Parkowa 1; Neple; 21-550 Terespol 

tel. kom. 513 738 929 

 

Gospodarstwo Agroturystyczne NEPLE 

Terespolska 7B; 21-550 Neple 

tel. kom. 724 044 555 

 

Gospodarstwo Agroturystyczne, Kuźnia Jolanta i Tomasz Łukaszuk 

Terespolska 14; Neple; 21-550 Terespol 

tel. 83 375 18 68; jola1969-1969@o2.pl 
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Gospodarstwo Agroturystyczne, Kazimierz Pawluczuk 

Bohukały 51a; 21-550 Terespol 

tel. 83376 17 17 

 

Pokoje gościnne, Gminna Spółdzielnia Samopomoc Chłopska w Terespolu 

Parkowa 1; Neple; 21-550 Terespol 

tel. 83 375 20 01; gsterespol@otkie.pl 

 

Pokoje noclegowe BUŻNY SZLAK Stanisław Gryciuk 

Krzyczew 44; 21-550 Terespol 

tel. 504 247 516; buznyszlak@gmail.com 

 

Pensjonat Agroturystyczny MARTA 

Krzyczew 46; 21-550 Terespol 

tel. kom. 500 233 916; denkiewiczw@gmail.com 

 

Gospodarstwo agroturystyczne Summer Time 

Kodeńska 123; Lebiedziew; 21-550 Terespol 

tel. 83 375 12 04; teresamakarewicz@wp.pl 

 

Siedlisko "Pod dębem" 

Kodeń III 20; 21-509 Kodeń 

tel. kom. 660 664 913 

 

Gościnne Zacisze 

Zastodolna 29; 21-509 Kodeń 

tel. kom. 798 343 002 

 

Antoniówka Dom Letniskowy w Dolinie Bugu 

Dolna 5; 21-509 Kodeń 

tel. kom. 503 608 240 

 

DOLINA BUGU 

Terespolska 10A; 21-509 Kodeń 

tel. kom. 691 220 874; kontakt@dolinabugu.pl 

 

Szkolne Schronisko Młodzieżowe 

1 Maja 27; 21-509 Kodeń 

tel. 83 375 41 53; zpo.koden@gmail.com 

 

DOLINA ZAPOMNIENIA, Paweł Filipowicz 

ul. Polna 4A; 21-509 Kodeń 

tel. kom. 507 036 294 

 

Agroturystyka Przy Stawie 

Kodeńska 16; 21-515 Sławatycze 

tel. kom. 663 768 327 
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Noclegi - Spływy Bugiem 

Kodeńska 5; 21-515 Sławatycze 

tel. kom. 509 270 222 

 

Agroturystyka JOLISŁAWA 

Kodeńska 8; 21-515 Sławatycze 

tel. kom. 600 450 439 

 

Gospodarstwo Agroturystyczne Krystyna Michna 

22-220 Hanna 

tel. kom. 664 273 600 

 

Gospodarstwo Agroturystyczne Alicja Kwietniewska 

22-220 Hanna 

tel. 83 379 81 11 

 

Pole biwakowe Kuzawka 

Kuzawka 65; 22-220 Hanna 

 

Centrum Religijno-Zabytkowe w Hannie 

Rynek 5A; 22-220 Hanna 

tel. kom. 695 988 793; centrum@gminahanna.pl 

 

AGROTURYSTYKA POD ŚWIERKAMI, Janina Komorowska 

Kuzawka 81; 22-220 Hanna 

tel. kom. 514 830 972 

 

Halina Ostrowska 

Kuzawka 86; 22-220 Hanna 

tel. kom. 512 190 869 

 

Urszula Łukaszuk 

Kuzawka 84; 22-220 Hanna 

tel. kom. 503 870 155 

 

Gościniec Podkowa 

Kraszewskiego 3; 22-200 Włodawa 

tel. kom. 503 626 888 

 

Ośrodek Wypoczynkowy Ranczo 

Wesoła 181; 22-200 Włodawa 

tel. 82 560 61 11 

 

Pod Brzozami 

Barwna 30; 22-200 Okuninka 

tel. kom. 721 555 574 

 

Azteca domki letniskowe 

Wesoła 108E; 22-200 Włodawa 

tel. kom. 504 548 067 
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Pensjonat Marta 

Fiołkowa 38; 22-200 Włodawa 

tel. kom. 501 560 496 

 

Dom nad jeziorem 

Spacerowa 74; 22-200 Włodawa 

tel. kom. 606 252 327 

 

Szkolne Schronisko Młodzieżowe 

Szkolna 3; 22-200 Włodawa 

tel. kom. 600 932 345; szkola@1lo.wlodawa.pl 

 

Szkolne Schronisko Młodzieżowe 

Modrzewskiego 24; 22-200 Włodawa 

tel. 82 801 31 21 

 

Domek pod lasem 

Wola Uhruska 8; 22-230 Majdan Stuleński 

tel. kom. 513 572 791 

 

Zajazd Gibson 

Szkolna 22; 22-230 Wola Uhruska 

tel. 82 591 53 47 

 

Ekowczasy Henryka Darnia 

Źródlana 7; 22-230 Wola Uhruska 

tel. kom. 696 998 726 

 

Ośrodek „POMPKA” 

Turystyczna 5, 22-230; 22-230 Wola Uhruska 

tel. kom. 504 477 990 

 

Zagroda w Kobylicach 

Uhrusk 78; 22-230 Uhrusk 

tel. kom. 783 018 535 

 

Schronisko Młodzieżowe całoroczne 

Gimnazjalna 34; 22-230 Wola Uhruska 

tel. 82 591 52 36; sekretariatwola@poczta.onet.pl 

 

Schronisko Młodzieżowe sezonowe 

Szkolna 2; 22-230 Wola Uhruska 

tel. 82 591 50 19 

 

 

Nadbużańskie Stowarzyszenie Agroturystyczne 

Parkowa 5; 22-230 Wola Uhruska 

tel. kom. 697 718 454 
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BAGNA U MAŃKA Mariusz Karpowicz 

Stulno 69C; 22-230 Wola Uhruska 

tel. kom. 691 726 914; mkarpowicz7@o2.pl 

 

KEMPING GOSiR 

Sportowa 1; 22-230 Wola Uhruska 

tel. 82 591 50 69; gosir.wola@o2.pl 

 

Pole namiotowe przy Centrum Kultury i Rekreacji  

Ruda-Kolonia 28a; 22-110 Ruda-Huta 

tel. 82 568 60 55; gok@ruda-huta.pl 

 

Hotel GKS GRANICA Dorohusk 

ul. Szkolna 6; 22-175 Dorohusk 

tel. kom. 506 056 201 

 

RANCZO Piotr Wasilewicz 

Okopy-Kolonia 32; 22-175 Dorohusk 

tel. kom. 509 610 471; dorohuskvwtransporter@interia.pl 

 

ZAJAZD U MARKA Marek Masełko 

Dobryłówka 9;  22-175 Dorohusk 

tel. 82 566 55 41 

 

NADBUŻAŃSKA PRZYSTAŃ Kamil Szymański 

Młyńska 33; 22-175 Świerże 

tel. kom. 502 167 609 

 

NADBUŻAŃSKI RAJ Stanisław Maksymiuk 

Okopy 156; 22-175 Dorohusk 

tel. kom. 506 154 163 

 

Stanica Harcerska Hufca ZHP 

Starosiele; 22-145 Dubienka 

tel. kom. 514 833 368 

 

Schronisko Młodzieżowe 

ul. 3 Maja 4; 22-145 Dubienka 

tel. 82 566 80 65; lo.dubienka@vp.pl 

 

Domy Wakacyjne NADBUŻANSKA CISZA 

Matcze 52; 22-523 Horodło 

tel. kom. 606 153 748; emilpatron@wp.pl 

 

Gabriela Poliwczak 

Czerwonego Krzyża 2; 22-145 Dubienka 

tel. kom. 601 058 201; gabrielapoliwczak@wp.pl 
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Danuta Burda 

Kościelna 23; 22-145 Dubienka 

tel. 82 566 80 59 

 

Maria Radko 

Piaski 1; 22-145 Dubienka 

tel. 82 566 83 20 

 

Agroturystyka Alfreda Mikołajczyk 

Chełmska 19; 22-145 Dubienka 

tel. 82 566 82 81 

 

Jan i Krystyna Ulaniccy 

Zatylna 2B; 22-145 Dubienka 

tel. 82 566 81 45 

 

Marzena i Dariusz Mojak 

Osiedle 400-lecia 7; 22-145 Dubienka 

tel. kom. 600 984 583 

 

Kazimiera i Janusz Kozińscy 

Krynica 1; 22-145 Dubienka 

tel. 82 566 81 15 

 

Bogusława Staszkowska 

Starosiele 9; 22-145 Dubienka 

tel. kom. 530 031 731 

 

Agroturystyka nad Bugiem 

Kosmów 116; 22-500 Hrubieszów 

tel. kom. 503 138 158 

 

Gościniec Agroturystyczny Królewski Kąt 

Czumów 16; 22-500 Hrubieszów 

tel. kom. 505 999 488 

 

Agroturystyka NAD BUGIEM Zofia Szlendak 

Ślipcze 15; 22-500 Hrubieszów 

tel. kom. 500 067 138; nadbugiem@interia.pl 

 

Gospodarstwo Agroturystyczne Wołynka nad Bugiem 

Ślipcze 32; 22-500 Ślipcze 

tel. kom. 607 819 925; jpadkowscy@op.pl 

 

Nadbużańska Agroturystyka Łucja Watras 

Teptiuków 32; 22-500 Hrubieszów 

tel. kom. 600 343 586; lucjawatras@op.pl 
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Gospodarstwo Agroturystyczne Na Kresowym Szlaku Jowita i Marek Kurys 

Teptiuków 102; 22-500 Hrubieszów 

tel. kom. 660 097 399; mkurys@wp.pl 

 

Gospodarstwo Agroturystyczne Zielony Zakątek Elżbieta i Robert Mic 

Husynne 16; 22-500 Hrubieszów;  

tel. kom. 665 734 198 

 

GOŚCINIEC NA BUGIEM Julita Jonaszek 

Kosmów 15A; 22-500 Hrubieszów 

tel. kom. 502 722 676 

 

Pole Biwakowe POD STRZECHĄ Agnieszka Mazur-Leśniak 

Krótka 2; Kryłów; 22-530 Mircze 

tel. kom. 606 857 117; info@kajakibug.pl 

 

Gospodarstwo Agroturystyczne Ewelina i Radosław Macheta 

Prehoryłe 113; 22-530 Mircze 

tel. kom. 663 383 845; machetr@wp.pl 

 

Gospodarstwo Agroturystyczne Teresa i Kazimierz Martyniuk 

Prehoryłe 38; 22-530 Mircze 

tel. kom. 722 331 762 

 

Gospodarstwo Agroturystyczne NAD DOLINĄ BUGU 

Nadbużna 41; Kryłów; 22-530 Mircze 

tel. kom. 691 310 961; nad.dolina.bugu@interia.pl 

 

Gospodarstwo agroturystyczne DOMEK NA ZIELONEJ 

Zielona 6; Kryłów; 22-530 Mircze 

tel. kom. 785 639 069 

 

Усадьба «Золотой гребешок» 

Александрова 42А, Stradzyech 225012 

 

Medny Dvor Farm Stay 

Юбілейная вуліца, Medno 

tel. 375 297 238 089 

 

Chalet Greenwood 

Znamenski , 225056; Beloe Ozero 

tel. 375 162 510 694 

 

Eko-Khostel I Infotsentr 

Leplovka 

375 162 405 600 
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Restaurants: 

Galeria Smaków 

Wojska Polskiego 132; 21-550 Terespol 

 

Bistro Paleta Smaków 

21-550 Terespol 

tel. kom. 500 169 135 

 

Zajazd Jędrula 

3 Maja 37; 21-550 Terespol 

tel. kom. 886 350 340 

 

Pappa Pizza 

Wojska Polskiego 130/3; 21-550 Terespol 

tel. kom. 793 073 837 

 

Kebab Bar F.H.U Paweł Piotrowski 

Wojska Polskiego 85a; 21-550 Terespol 

tel. kom. 519 790 881 

 

Jadłodalnia u Oblatów 

Rynek 1; 21-509 Kodeń 

tel. kom. 833 759 244 

 

Zajazd Kodeński 

Polna 44; 21-509 Kodeń 

tel. kom. 537 700 730 

 

Sala Bankietowa "Stara Piekarnia" 

Rynek 6; 21-515 Sławatycze 

tel. kom. 663 768 327 

 

Karczma U Jedrka 

Podlaska 1A; 22-200 Suszno 

tel. kom. 606 975 737 

 

Smażalnia Ryb "Leśne Smaki" 

Chełmska 30; 22-200 Włodawa 

 

Kameleon 

Przechodnia 15; 22-200 Włodawa 

tel. 82 572 47 77 

 

Restauracja Venus 

Aleja Józefa Piłsudskiego 16; 22-200 Włodawa 

tel. 82 572 49 77 
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Atmosfera Caffe 

Partyzantów 12a; 22-200 Włodawa 

tel. kom. 662 035 636 

 

Pizzeria & Restauracja Bordo 

Suchawska 2a; 22-200 Włodawa 

tel. kom. 501 898 044 

 

BAR FILIP Paulina Bajkowska 

Czerwonego Krzyża 2; 22-200 Włodawa 

tel. kom. 726 328 973 

 

BAR 816 

Rynek 18; 22-200 Włodawa 

tel. kom. 515 429 093 

 

Partner Kebab 

Czworobok 27; 22-200 Włodawa 

tel. kom. 729 620 746 

 

My kebab 

Rynek 7; 22-200 Włodawa 

 

Polesianka 

Chełmska 26; 22-230 Wola Uhruska 

 

Firma Usługowa Pizzeria Oaza Sylwester Rymowicz 

Spokojna 1; 22-230 Wola Uhruska 

 

Bar SMAKOSZ 

Berdyszcze 16; 22-175 Berdyszcze 

tel. kom. 501 514 904 

 

Sława 

Piłsudskiego 15; 22-523 Horodło 

tel. 84 651 51 09 

 

HOT BAR 

Ludna 15; 22-501 Hrubieszów 

tel. kom. 666 946 333 

 

Shalom 

Kościelna 5; 22-500 Hrubieszów 

tel. kom. 515 151 987 

 

Margos s.c. Soja M., Szeląg G. 

plac Wolności 7; 22-500 Hrubieszów 

tel. 84 697 25 41 
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Magistrat 

Podzamcze 9; 22-500 Hrubieszów 

tel. kom. 605 447 447 

 

Zapiekanki przy moście 

Ludna; 22-500 Hrubieszów 

 

Hotel i Restauracja Kasieńka 

Stanisława Staszica 6; 22-500 Hrubieszów 

tel. 84 696 28 42 

 

MAGNOLIA 

Zamojska 3; 22-500 Hrubieszów 

tel. kom. 507 183 113 

 

Max Burger 

Zamojska; 22-500 Hrubieszów 

 

Pizzeria Pub Soprano 

Zamojska 53; 22-500 Hrubieszów 

 

Restauracja Szałas 

Marszałka Józefa Piłsudskiego 133; 22-500 Hrubieszów 

 

Staropolska 

Kolejowa 8b; 22-500 Hrubieszów 

tel. 84 696 32 23 

 

Ресторан «Millennium» 

Pryluki 

 

Restoran Kosmos 

Ulitsa Gagarina 17, Tamašoŭka 

 

Other important tourist service points on this part of the trail are: 

• Tourist Information Points in :  Dubienka (Rynek 29), Dorohusk (Parkowa 5), 

Włodawa (Partyzantów 25), Sławatycze (Rynek 14). 

• The Association of Agritourism in Hrubieszów with HQ in Horodło 

(Hrubieszowska 1). 

• Bug Agritourism Association - Wola Uhruska (1 Maja 67). 

• Podlasie Agritourism Association - Janów Podlaski (Piłsudskiego 58). 
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Organizers of kayaking trips: 

DOLINA BUGU 

Terespolska 10A; 21-509 Kodeń 

tel. kom. 691 220 874; kontakt@dolinabugu.pl 

 

KAJAKOWA PRZYGODA, Marek Pomietło 

ul. Rynek 20/1; 21-515 Sławatycze 

info@kajakowaprzygoda.pl; tel. kom. 606 972 793 

 

KAJAKIEM PO BUGU, Mieczysław Omelczuk 

Różanka 232; 22-200 Włodawa 

tel. kom. 508 691 440 

 

Spływy kajakowe Bugiem - Włodawa - "Kajakiem Po Bugu" 

Przemysłowa 3; 22-200 Włodawa 

505 514 813 

 

Spływy kajakowe Bugiem we Włodawie 

Podzamcze; 22-200 Włodawa 

505 514 813 

 

Spływy kajakowe Bugiem - kajaki Włodawa 

Podzamcze 110; 22-200 Włodawa 

504 148 400 

 

Spływy kajakowe Bugiem "Krokodylek" 

Mostowa 11; 22-200 Włodawa 

504 148 400 

 

Spływy kajakowe - Okuninka jezioro Białe. Wypożyczalnia sprzętu wodnego. 

Jezioro Białe; 22-232 Okuninka 

505 514 813 

 

OPEN BUG Henryk Józiuk 

Jana Pawła II 74A; 22-175 Świerże 

tel. kom. 504 061 040; joziuk44@vp.pl 
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Kayak equipment rentals: 

BUŻNY SZLAK, Stanisław Gryciuk 

Krzyczew 44; 21-550 Terespol 

tel. kom. 504 247 516; buznyszlak@gmail.com 

 

Kajakarnia u Jurgena 

Parkowa 5; 21-550 Neple 

797 866 688 

 

DOLINA BUGU 

Terespolska 10A; 21-509 Kodeń 

tel. kom. 691 220 874; kontakt@dolinabugu.pl 

 

KAJAKOWA PRZYGODA, Marek Pomietło 

ul. Rynek 20/1; 21-515 Sławatycze 

info@kajakowaprzygoda.pl; tel. kom. 606 972 793 

 

Urszula Łukaszuk 

Kuzawka 84; 22-220 Hanna 

tel. kom. 511 103 896 

 

KAJAKIEM PO BUGU, Mieczysław Omelczuk 

Różanka 232; 22-200 Włodawa 

tel. kom. 508 691 440 

 

ENTRUM TURYSTYKI AKTYWNEJ, Marek Kazuro 

Przemysłowa 3;22-200 Włodawa 

tel. kom. 505 514 813; reklama@okuninka.info 

 

KAJAKI 4 YOU MARIUSZ ŁACHMICKI 

Przemysłowa 3; 22-200 Włodawa 

tel. kom. 505 514 813; kontakt@kajakiempobugu.pl 

 

Miejski Ośrodek Sportu i Rekreacji we Włodawie 

Szkolna 4; 22-200 Włodawa 

tel. 82 57 22 584 
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OPEN BUG Henryk Józiuk 

Jana Pawła II 74A; 22-175 Świerże 

tel. kom. 504 061 040; joziuk44@vp.pl 

 

Gospodarstwo Agroturystyczne NAD BUGIEM 

Armii Krajowej 2; 22-525 Strzyżów 

tel. kom. 782 124 178 

 

 

Figure 13 Advertisement of the company organizing kayaking trips in Włodawa 
Source: GIG Katowice 

 

KB - TOUR Przedsiębiorstwo Wielobranżowe Krzysztof Brudnowski 

Józefa Piłsudskiego 90/20; 22-500 Hrubieszów 

tel. kom. 511 271 552; kbtourhrubieszow@gmail.com 

 

KAJAKI BUG 

Krótka 2; Kryłów; 22-530 Mircze 

tel. kom. 606 857 117; info@kajakibug.pl 
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Sports Shops: 

Martes Sport 

Korolowska 33; 22-200 Włodawa 

tel. kom. 515 857 636 

 

Sklep 4F 

Rynek 3; 22-200 Włodawa 

 

Szuwarek. Sklep sportowo - wędkarski 

Tysiąclecia Państwa Polskiego 3; 22-200 Włodawa 

tel. 82 572 57 55 

 

Martes Sport 

Kolejowa 8; 22-500 Hrubieszów 

tel. kom. 571 445 660 

 

The offer of services for tourists is based on agritourism farms and small guest houses. 

Practically along the entire length of the trail, there are places in the immediate vicinity of 

the trail where you can use accommodation or food services. A wider range of tourist 

services, incl. hotels, services for business tourists, people looking for a richer cultural offer 

or a variety of tourist services offered are available in Chełm, Zamość or Lublin, which are 

close to the hotel. At the same time, the range of services offered by kayaking trips 

organizers may be offered to tourists spending their time in the mentioned centers. 

 

Accessibility to transport, bicycle, hiking and horse trails 

You can travel by car along the entire section of the trail, first along the road connecting 

Dołhobyczów with Hrubieszów, then along the national road No. 74, from Horodło to 

Terespol, on the road No. 816 and then along the road No. 698. 

The mentioned roads are very rarely distant on longer fragments at a distance of more 

than 2 km from the river bed, with the possibility of frequent access to the river via local 

roads. These connections will be used by tourists coming from Ukraine and Belarus who 

want to take advantage of the kayaking on the border section of the river. The most 

convenient access roads from Poland are the roads leading to the localities: 

• Kryłów – access via Hrubieszowska road from Hrubieszów. 

• Zosin – Access via national road 74 connecting Hrubieszów with the border crossing 

Zosin-Uściług. 

• Dorohusk – Access from Chełm via road no.12. 

• Włodawa – access by road No. 82 from Lublin. 



 

Strategy for the Kayak Trails Development created as part of the project „Bug unites us – 

creating two cross-border kayaking tourist trails” 

44 Tourist potential analysis 

• Wola Uhruska – road No. 819 from Parczew. 

• Sławatycze – Access via road no. 63 connecting Siedlce with the Sławatycze-

Domaczewo border crossing. 

• Terespol – Access to the Terespol-Brest border crossing by road No. 2 connecting 

the Bug with Biała Podlaska, Siedlce and then Warsaw. 

 

The course of the Kayak Trail on the Bug largely coincides with the course of bicycle trails 

concentrated along the Green Velo trail, marked out along the eastern border of Poland. 

The most important bicycle trails in the area of the kayak trail on the border section are 

listed below: 

• Green Velo (2095 km) It connects with the kayak trail in Wola Uhruska and 

accompanies it all the way to Osłowo in the Mielnik commune. The Green Velo trail 

crosses the Bug in two places - ferry crossings Mielnik Przedmieście - Zabuże and 

Niemirów - Gnojno, 

• Picturesque East (95,7 km) – runs through the village of Husyne in the Dorohusk 

commune. It connects Husyne, among others with Kumowo Majoracki and Brzeźno. 

• Around the Lonely Seats of the Bug Land (38,8 km) – bicycle loop, runs, among 

others by Wola Uhruska. 

• „Lasy Sobiborskie” trail (36,1 km) – connects Wola Uhruska with Wodawa. On 

the way, it departs from the river. 

• In the land of J.I. Kraszewski (33,9 km) – bicycle loop near the town of 

Sławatycze. 

• Bug River Mystery (25,3 km) – trail in the vicinity of the town of Sławatycze. Most 

of the trail runs along the river. 

• Churches and the Orthodox Churches by Bug River (45,3 km) – connects the 

town of Szostki with the town of Kodeń. Ok. 25% of the trail runs along the Bug 

river. 

• Range of Cultures, Only One BUG River (39 km) – the trail connecting the town 

of Kostomłoty in the Kodeń commune with the town of Żuki in the Terespol 

commune. 

• Krzna and Bug Valley - by Bike – connects, among others the village of Krzyczew 

and Pratulin. Part of the trail runs along the Bug River. 

• Janów Podlaski and the Area (33.9 km) – loop around Janów Podlaski. 

• From Janów Podlaski to the Sanctuary in Leśna Podlaska (54,6 km) – the 

trail connects, among others Janów Podlaski, Bubel Łukowski and Gnojno. 

• Lublin – Wola Uhruska (107 km) – the trail connecting the largest city in the 

region with the Bug valley. 
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Other trails (horse riding, hiking) accompany kayaking trails only on the last lower section 

of the Bug. 

 

Analysis of accessibility to the trail 

The most important limitation in accessibility to the trail in this section is the state border, 

the effects of which are described in the section devoted to the course of the trail. The left 

bank, despite the lengthy difficulties with launching or landing a kayak due to the 

morphological conditions of the river valley, is relatively well accessible thanks to the road 

infrastructure. The most convenient places to reach the shore are located in localities: 

• Kryłów – in the area of the ruins of the castle and at the campsite, 

• Kosmów Kolonia – 18 km of the trail, 

• Wołynka, 

• Czumów – in front of the village or in the vicinity of the palace, 

• Strzyżów – in front of the village at the beginning of the third section of the trail or 

in the vicinity of the Lubomirski Palace, 

• Łuszków – 74 km of the trail, 

• Horodło – beginning of the 4th section of the trail, 

• Bereźnica – 86 km of the trail, 

• Dubienka – above the village at the beginning of the 5th section, or near the center 

of Dubienka, 

• Uchańka – below the village, 

• Dorohusk – beginning of 6th section of the trail, 

• Świerze – below the village, the beginning of the 7th section of the trail, 

• Wola Uhruska – the beginning of the 8th section at the village or below the 

campsite, 

• Stulno – between 195 and 200 km of the trail, 

• Podmalenie – 208 km of the trail, 

• Wołczyny, 

• Sobibór – directly below the village, 

• Orchówek – below the border crossing point or at the level of the town center, 

• Włodawa – at the former kayak harbor or below the Włodawka estuary at the water 

mark, 
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Figure 14 The landing site in Włodawa 
Source: GIG Katowice 

 

• Szuminka – at the height of the village, 

• Różanka – in the area of the Palace Complex and the beginning of the 10th section, 

• Pawluki – 257 km of the trail, 

• Kuzawka – downstream of the Hanna River tributary, 

• Sławatycze – beginning of 11th section of the trail, 

• Jabłeczna – in the monastery area, 

• Szostaki – at the height and below the town, 

• Zalewsze – 300 km of the trail, 

• Kodeń – below the mouth of the Kałamanka, 

• Okczyn – 317 km of the trail, 

• Kostomłoty – in the area of the Uniate Sanctuary, 

• Żuki – beginning of the 13th section of the trail, 

• Michalków – 500 m before the bridge in Terespol, 
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Figure 15 Kayak landing site in the village of Kuzawka 
Source: GIG Katowice 

 

 

The next landing / launching points concern the next section of the trail, all on the border 

section of the river are listed here. 

• Kuzawka – beginning of the 14th section of the trail, 

• Krzyczew – above and below the village, 

• Pratulin – at the height of the village, below Pratulin at the beginning of the 15th 

section, 

• Pieczyska – above the Reserve, 

• Stare Buczyce – at the height of the village, 
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Figure 16 The landing site in the town of Kodeń 
Source: GIG Katowice 

 

 

Natural assets 

The Middle Bug Kayak Trail covers the least transformed part of the Bug River. The river 

bed and the river valley along the entire section are characterized by high natural and 

landscape value. The bed is of various width and meanders, and the slopes of the river bed 

are shaped by natural hydromorphological processes. The natural structure of the coastal 

area is also preserved, as is the presence of organic debris in the riverbed, related to both 

erosive processes (undercutting the banks) and the activity of biological factors (European 

beaver). The river valley covered by meadows with numerous oxbow lakes and fragments 

of riverside meadows and willow thickets is an important refuge for birds. For this reason, 

the entire section of the river from the village of Gołębie (the place where the Bug flows 

into Poland) to Terespol is included in the Special Protection Area of the Middle Bug River 

Valley (area code: PLB060003). About 1% of the national population of the Montagu's 

harrier, white stork, corncrake, white-backed woodpecker, whiskered tern, black tern, 

white-winged tern, kingfisher, common sandpiper, redshank and black-tailed godwit 

breeds here. The places are also inhabited by over 5% of the periwinkle population, 

building its shelters, among others, in steep parts of the river escarpment. The greatest 

threat to the bird sanctuary is water pollution, increasing urbanization of areas, illegal 

summer houses, and the cessation of meadow and pasture management. 
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Figure 17 Part of the special bird protection area Mid Bug River Valley 
Source: GIG Katowice 

 

The areas covering the left-bank fragments of the Bug valley (up to the state border) in 

the section where the river flows through the Zachodniowołyńska Upland in the Kryłów 

region and in the Czumów region, due to the refuges of other animals and valuable plant 

communities, are included in the special protection area PLH060035 Zachodniowołyńska 

Dolina Bugu. In these sections the river meanders strongly and is accompanied by 

numerous oxbow lakes. At the bottom of the valley there is a mosaic of multi-species, 

extensively used meadows, variable wet grasslands, locally also calciphilic meadows (from 

the Calthion alliance) as well as thickets and patches of riparian forests. The steep slopes 

of the Bug valley in Gródek and between Gródek and Czumów are covered with xerothermic 

grasslands. To the town of Kryłowa, the trail is accompanied by the Dolhobyczów Protected 

Landscape Area, which then, near the village of Hrubieszów, becomes the Bug River 

Protected Landscape Area. The Dołhobyczów Protected Landscape Area includes the 

communities of fresh and moist forest, mixed forest, ash alder and water and rush 

ecosystems. The area is characterized by a great variety of flora and fauna. Habitats here 

include: black stork, booted eagle, kestrel. The protected plants include the martagon lily, 

yellow water lily, guelder rose, mezereon and others. The area borders on the Bug River 

with the protected area on the territory of Ukraine. It is the Bug River Zoological Reserve. 

Protected pine forests with an admixture of birch and black alder, wetlands, meadows and 

shrubs, in the flood zone of the Bug, they constitute favourable habitats for endangered 

species. 
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Figure 18 Floodplain areas near the village of Siedlicze 
Source: GIG Katowice 

 

There are, among others, in the reserve otter, common crane and black stork. The 

attractiveness of the Bug River Protected Landscape Area results from the vicinity of two 

mesoregions of the Grzęda Horodelska hills and the lowering of the area known as the 

Hrubieszowska Basin. The landscape values are enhanced by the unregulated, strongly 

meandering river Bug, which cuts through loess hills, creating steep slopes, picturesque 

backwaters and charming sections of oxbow lakes. Among the fauna representatives are 

otter, speckled ground squirrel, bee-eater, sparrowhawk and others. In the vicinity of 

Hrubieszów, there is an ecological site - Błonia nadbużańskie, covering the area of 

meadows, pastures, bushes, trees, water, wastelands adjacent to the Bug river bed. In the 

village of Łuszków, the Hordło commune, there is an ecological area with a natural water 

reservoir called Kacapka.  

The area of 6 sections of the Bug river valley, between Sławatycze and Dubienka, covers 

the Poleska Bug Valley - Natura 2000 Area (PLH060032). The left-bank (Polish) part of the 

valley is located in the refuge. The area includes the most valuable natural and particularly 

attractive for sightseeing sections of the middle Bug valley. Six types of habitats valuable 

for European nature have been identified here, covering a total of 66% of the area. The 

largest area of them is occupied by extensively used meadows (30%) and oxbow lakes 

(12%). The area also includes many species of insects, amphibians and small mammals 

with rich populations. In total, 26 animal species important for the preservation of the 

natural heritage of Europe were found here. The ornithofauna of, for example, the 
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whiskered tern, the black tern and the very rare common tern are particularly rich here. 

The entire valley of the Bug is considered an ecological corridor of European importance. 

In the section from Hordło to Dubienka, the Bug River flows through the buffer zone of the 

Strzelce Landscape Park, the northern border of which is adjacent to the Grabowiecko-

Strzelecki Protected Landscape Area. It is a typical forest park dominated by pine, 

characterized by a soaring form (Matczańska pine). The river creates numerous meanders, 

leaving oxbow lakes called bużyska, which undergoes rapid overgrowing. Some of these 

oxbow lakes are protected as ecological lands (Skarpa nadbużańska). There are many rare 

plant species in the park, and the park's forests have been included in the list of bird 

refuges of national importance. There are numerous species of forest birds such as 

buzzards, hawks and honey buzzards. You can meet here, among others European pond 

turtle and beaver and otter. There are many rare plant species in the park, 35 are under 

strict protection, such as the lady’s slipper, the military orchid and the fringed pink. The 

varied relief of the Grabowiecko-Strzelecki Protected Landscape Area is characterized by a 

system of dry valleys and ravines carved in the loess substrate. Forests occupy relatively 

small areas of this zone, but due to the fact that they cover the most inaccessible places, 

they show a high degree of naturalness. This lowland landscape is diversified by the Bug 

river with its meandering course and numerous oxbow lakes. On the west side, this area 

borders on the Bystrzaki Nature Park on the territory of Ukraine. The 80-year-old pine and 

oak stand, belonging to the 1st group of protective forests around the Bug, is under 

protection. Rare species occur here, such as the flea beetle, English sundew and peat bog. 

In Świerże, a fragment of the Bug River valley is under protection under the Chełm 

Landscape Park. The south-eastern part of the Park is dominated by flat, vast depressions 

filled with meadows, peat bogs and wet forests (Żaliński Forest). 

On a fragment of the Bug River from Berdyszcze to Hniszów, the river runs through the 

"Bug" Zoological Reserve located on the territory of Ukraine. It protects swamps, meadows, 

shrubs, and forests in the floodplain terrace, which are habitats for many animals, including 

rare and endangered species such as the black stork, crane and river otter. 

From Nadbużka Uherska to Włodawa, the areas located on the left bank of the Bug are 

within the Polesie Protected Landscape Area. The Polesie Protected Landscape Area extends 

in the northern part of the former province Chełmskie, from the border with the province 

lubelskie, including the Poleski National Park and the remains of the Poleski Landscape 

Park in the western part, up to the state border along the Bug valley - including the Sobibór 

Landscape Park in the eastern part. Together with the above-mentioned areas, it 

constitutes a vast complex of forests, peat bogs, swamps and water reservoirs with a 

diverse flora and fauna. The basic landscape elements are different types of lakes (from 

oligotrophic to differently eutrophicated), extensive peat bogs (transitional, high and low), 

and large areas of various types of forests and alder forests. Sobiborski Landscape Park 
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stretches from the village of Wola Uhruska to Włodawa and covers the left part of the Bug 

River bed.   

 

Figure 19 Bug near Wola Uhruska 
Source: GIG Katowice 

 

Forests constitute over 85% of the park's area. The natural and landscape value is the 

presence of 7 mid-forest lakes with a total area of 209.89 ha. On sandy forest paths and 

dry meadows located near canals, lakes and swamps, there are breeding grounds of the 

endangered European pond turtle (Żółwie Błota reserve). In wet forests and peat bogs, 

there is a very rare fish that is a glacial relic, entered in the red list of endangered animals 

in Europe (lake minnow). One of the fauna phenomena proving the naturalness of these 

areas is the lynx, which has been seen here every year since 2010. The protected areas 

along the Bug river border the Shatsky National Park located on the territory of Ukraine. 

More than half of the park's area is covered by forests, with peat bogs being the most 

valuable ecosystems, mainly lowlands, covering about 4% of the area. The biggest 

landscape value of the Park are the lakes, of which there are 24 in its area and cover a 

total area of 6,400 ha. The largest of them is the Świtaź Lake, known as the "Ukrainian 

Baikal", with an area of 2 600 ha.  

Below Włodawa, near the village of Pawluki to Kuzawka, there is the Bug River Protected 

Landscape Area. It is a protected area due to its distinctive landscape with diverse 

ecosystems, meeting the needs of tourism and leisure, as well as the function of ecological 

corridors. This area borders on the Biosphere Reserve "Polesie Nadbużańskie" located on 
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the territory of Belarus. There are unique ecosystems of sandy meadows in Belarus that 

are already disappearing, typical European forests, boreal forests, meadows on floodplain 

terraces, and rare juniper thickets, moors and peat bogs. The diversity of biotopes is 

reflected in the great diversity of fauna and flora. The Biosphere Reserve "Polesie 

Nadbużańskie" together with the Szacki National Park and the Poleski National Park located 

on the territory of Poland are elements of the international protected area "Polesie 

Zachodnie".  

 

 

Figure 20 Common frog 
Source: GIG Katowice 

 

The area covers the entire geographical mesoregion of the Łęczyńsko-Włodawska Plain 

(Łęczyńsko-Włodawskie Lakeland) and fragments of the Parczewska Plain, Garb Włodawski 

and Chełm Hills. The shape of the reserve resembles a quadrilateral with the angles of 

Wola Uhruska, Łęczna, Parczew and Włodawa. It is the area of the largest group of lakes 

in Poland, not of glacial origin. Small differences in height and shallow groundwater 

deposition cause that there are many wetlands here - swamps and peat bogs. There are 

all types of bogs here, including the rare carbonate bogs which have special natural values. 

Also small groups of tundra and forest-tundra have survived in this area, located the 

farthest south-west in Europe . 

At the level of the village of Hanna, in the Bug river bed, there is an ecological site 

established to preserve the natural and archaeological reasons of sand dunes partly 
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covered with dry-loving vegetation. There are also significant amounts of archaeological 

materials (flint and ceramics), which are the remains of the camp from the Late 

Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Early Bronze Age (from the 9th century to the middle of the 

2nd century BC). 

 

Anthropogenic assets 

Anthropogenic assets understood as cultural goods in most cases are not directly related 

to the river valley, as is the case with natural assets.  

The trail includes historically valuable urban and rural systems. The ruralistic spatial layout 

from 1565, entered in the register of monuments, can be admired in the village of Łuszków. 

On the other hand, among the urban layouts of regional importance, the late-baroque 

urban layout with a four-sided market square in Włodawa and the urban layout with the 

market square in Niemirów, where the park is now located, were distinguished. In the 

Hrubieszów commune, the town of Gródek, a medieval stronghold has been preserved – 

a place of numerous archaeological discoveries. 

Castle buildings (including their remains), palace, manor and farm complexes constitute 

19 of the selected monuments of the middle part of the Kayak Trail. They are located in 

such places as: Gołębie, Kryłów, Czumów, Moroczyn, Strzyżów, Wieniawka, Dorohusk, 

Świerże, Uhrusk, Włodawa, Suszno, Różanka, Kodeń, Neple, Krzyczew. There are 2 castles 

in the register, all of them have been entered in the register of monuments. Nevertheless, 

little is left of the former castles in Kryłów and Kodeń. Only the castle in Janów Podlaski, 

due to its new function (hotel), is in good technical condition. The mark of history can be 

seen on a large part of the historic mansions and palaces. An example is the palace, park 

and farm complex in Różanka. Palace in 1836 destroyed by fire. In 1905, it was rebuilt, 

again destroyed during World War I. Only the outline of the foundations and the stone 

buttress from the Bug side with two-level terraces have survived to this day. Often the 

only remains in good condition are parks, e.g. the ruins of the manor complex in Wieniawka 

with a manor park from the mid-19th century and a linden alley with 300-year-old trees. 

The palace and manor facilities were adapted to perform new functions, e.g. the 

Suchodolski family palace and park complex from the mid-18th century, where the 

Municipal Public Library and the Municipal Culture and Tourism Center are located. The 

Regional Chamber is also located here, with an impressive number of exhibits, amounting 

to over 300 pieces.  

The historic composed greenery includes, among others parks and monastery gardens. 

4 most interesting objects were distinguished: an 18-hectare manor park in Neple (over 

1000 trees of native species (up to 120 years old) and a dozen or so specimens 

of Weymouth pine).  
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Figure 21 St. Ludwik Church in Włodawa 

Source: GIG Katowice 

 

Historic wooden buildings, mainly in the form of 19th-century windmills, can be found in 

Kuzawka and Krzyczew. In addition, in Mościce Dolne there are wooden buildings and 

cottages built on stilts. 

35 religious buildings have been registered, including 23 churches, 3 monasteries, 

3 chapels, 2 chapels and 4 bell towers. The most valuable objects of this type are located 

in: Kryłów, Dubienka, Strzyżów, Uhrusk, Kosyń, Włodawa, Jabłeczna, Kodień. Among the 

most valuable of them should be mentioned: Holy Trinity Church in Dubienka, Capuchin 

Church in Orchowek, St. Louis Church in Wlodawa, Holy Spirit Church in Kodeń (the only 

brick Gothic church in Poland with an early Renaissance portal and elements of Armenian 

sacred architecture). 

Special attention should be paid to the Uniate Orthodox Church of St. Nikita (Niketas) the 

Martyr in Kostomłoty, now the Neo-Nicene Orthodox Church of St. Nikita (Niketas) the 

Martyr. It is the only Catholic neo-Noun Catholic parish of the Byzantine-Slavic rite in 

Poland and in the world. There are three monasteries: the Orthodox monastery complex 

in Jableczna, the Monastery of the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate and the traces 

of the former Reformati monastery with the statue of St. John of Nepomuk from the 18th 

century in Kryłów. Near the churches there are often monumental free-standing wooden, 

sometimes brick bell towers or bell towers - gates. The most valuable buildings of this type 
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undoubtedly include the historic Uniate gate (orthodox bell tower) in Kodeń and the bell 

tower in Terespol. 

Out of the rich collection of assets, 17 monumental objects (including statues, monuments, 

statuettes, obelisks, sculptures and plaques) were selected. The largest accumulation of 

objects of this type is located in: Terespol (3 monuments), Włodawa (2 monuments and 

a statue) and Dorohusk (2 monuments). The most interesting monuments are: two statues 

of lions in a park in Horodlo, wooden sculptures by Tadeusz Niewiadomski (they make up 

the Way of the Cross called Calvary of Koden), a monument of labor in Terespol. In Neple 

there is an unconventional monument in the form of a cross carved in stone with a primitive 

drawing of the face, this is the so-called stone baba. 

To the movable monuments can be counted very numerous works of art and artistic 

craftsmanship within the area of the Canoe Route, antique furnishings of sacral buildings, 

castles, non-historic chapels and roadside crosses. The places which concentrate the 

movable monuments are museums and interiors of sacral objects. Within the route there 

are 6 museums with a rich collection of historical, scientific or artistic monuments. Among 

museums we should distinguish: Center for the History of the Mielnica Land missionary-

ornithological museum in Koden, Museum and Memorial in Sobibór. The most frequently 

encountered sacral objects are icons of saints, crucifixes, paintings, sculptures and statues, 

e.g. the figure of St. John Nepomucen from the 18th century in the ruins of the monastery 

in Kryłów and the picture of Our Lady of Orchów from the 16th/17th century.  

 

Among the most important cultural values of the trail two regional chambers were 

distinguished: regional chamber in Suchodolski palace-park complex and regional chamber 

located in school in Dołhobrody. An interesting form of a chamber of memory is the interior 

of the windmill located in Żalin. In the village of Hanna there is a Religious and Historical 

Centre with multimedia presentations, Dialogue Centre, Art Gallery and a museum with 

household objects from 100 years ago.  

A unique object is also the Nadbużanka workers' housing estate established in the 1920s 

at the "Nadbużanka" Glassworks in Wola Uhruska. After World War II the glassworks was 

nationalized and became a part of Lublin Glassworks. Nowadays, the glassworks no longer 

functions and the settlement being a separate locality, Nadbużanka is a part of an urban 

complex of Wola Uhruska. 

Among the necropolises located in the central section of the trail 26 objects were 

distinguished. In Sławatycze there is the biggest concentration of cemeteries, including: 

Catholic, Jewish, Uniate and Orthodox ones. Among the most interesting are: Catholic 

cemetery in Uhrusk (antique tombstones, the oldest one from 1842, The most interesting 

are: the Catholic cemetery in Uhrusk (antique tombstones, the oldest one dating back to 

1842, the Kunickis' family tomb, a grave of the Polish soldiers of the 25th Infantry 
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Regiment killed in the battle with Bolsheviks on 28 August 1920), the municipal cemetery 

in Włodawa (two soldiers' graves dating back to 1918 and 1919: a non-commissioned 

officer of the 1st Light Cavalry Regiment Jozef Lebowicz and a lieutenant of the 1st Light 

Cavalry Regiment Konstanty Żyliński). The oldest cemeteries on the trail include those in: 

Krzyczewo and Terespol. The list includes 2 groups of mounds: the mound in Gródek (so 

called Księżycowa Mogiła) and three well-preserved mounds in Ślipcze (located about 100 

m from each other, one of them is called Mogiła Chrobrego). Mounds are the next element. 

The most valuable ones are: the Horodelska Union Mound erected by the inhabitants on 

the 448th anniversary of the conclusion of the so-called Small Polish-Lithuanian Union in 

Strzyżów, and Kościuszko Mound commemorating the battle of Dubienka. Moreover, the 

list includes the epitaph plaque in Neple (placed on the back elevation of the chapel built 

for Juliusz August, the Mierzejewskis' son who tragically died), a monumental erratic 

boulder with an embedded metal cross (also in Neple) and the classicist stone gravestones 

of the Suchodolski family in Dorohusk. 

A unique monument of fortress construction is the complex of forts of the Brest fortress. 

It was originally planned as a ring of 10 artillery forts protecting Brest. On the Polish side, 

the list includes the following forts: Fort in Koroszczyn, Fort "VII" Łobaczew in Łobaczewo 

Mały, Fort in Kobylany and Fort Lebiedziew-Polatycze in Polatycze. Moreover, in the 

Terespol commune there is also an inter-fort work in the form of the "Kobylany" defense 

barracks. This facility was to constitute a direct barrier on the important Biała Podlaska - 

Brest trail and to fill the gap in the defensive line between these large forts by providing 

support for them. One of the most valuable military monuments on the trail are the powder 

magazines in Terespol and Kobylany. Currently, both objects serve as museums and are 

available to visitors. In the powder magazine in Terespol you can admire the following 

exhibitions: Polish Legions and the Constitution of May 3, railway (History of the Warsaw-

Terespol Railway), ethnographic, military, air and craft exhibitions. Another interesting 

military remnant are the monuments of tanks, e.g. the T-34 tank set on a granite pedestal 

in the central square in Dubienka. The tank entered the pedestal and remained so, it 

commemorates the crossing of the Bug River in July 1944 by the main forces of the Polish 

First Army. The second monument is the T-34-85 tank in Neple. The list includes a historic 

arsenal from the turn of the 15th / 16th century located in the Kodeń commune, currently 

it serves as a field altar. The remains of the fortifications also include earth fortifications 

with moats in the Kodeń and Janów Podlaski communes and fragments of walls made of 

fieldstones, which are the remains of the Mielnik castle. 
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Figure 22 Sanctuary of Our Lady of Kodeń and the Church of the Holy Spirit in Kodeń 
Source: GIG Katowice 

 

In Uhrusk you can see the defensive walls surrounding the church of st. John the Baptist. 

Other fortification remains include the bastion walls located in Kryłów, which are the 

remains of the Tęczyński and Ostroróg castle on the island, and the traces of three earth 

bastions with the remains of the fortifications of the 16th-century defensive manor house 

of the Orzechowski family in Dubienka. On the Ukrainian side of the Bug, at the height of 

Wola Uhruska, there is a hill called "Cerkiewka", on which, according to the latest research 

by Ukrainian archaeologists, the medieval hillfort of Uhrusk (Uhrowesk), mentioned in the 

Halych-Volyn Chronicle, was located. According to it, as early as in 1204, there was 

a stronghold in Uhrusk, fortified and expanded in 1218 by the Duke of Halych, Daniel 

Romanowicz, who erected a defensive tower, and founded the male monastery of St. Elijah 

and the cathedral church of Blessed Virgin Mary. At the same time, the prince established 

an Orthodox bishopric in Uhrusk in 1224, the first ruler of which was Azaf. Around 1240, 

the duke moved the capital of the principality and the seat of the eparchy to Chełm. 
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The Lower Bug Kayak Trail 

The course of the trail 

The trail begins within the border section of the Bug River in the village of Kuzawka (below 

Terespol and Brest). In this section, the Bug River is a border river between Poland and 

Belarus. The banks of the riverbed, similarly to the entire border section of the river, are 

characterized by a significant height and slope which makes it difficult to launch and land 

a kayak. Convenient access to the river is at the Stanica Volunteer Fire Department in 

Kuzawka. In this section, the Bug is fed by the right-bank Mukhavets and flows into the 

Central European Lowlands. The river flows through the Podlasie Bug Water Gap Landscape 

Park. From the estuary of the Krzna to the estuary of Nurc, it creates a characteristic, 

picturesque water gap with steep slopes 30 m high near Nepla and up to 55 m near Mielnik. 

In this section of the Podlaski Bug River Water Gap, the river is fed by four tributaries on 

the right: Leśna, Pulwa, Silna, Nurzec, and four tributaries on the left: Czyżówka, Myślna, 

Turna, and Cetynia. The length of this part of the river is approx. 70 km. 

The last part of the lower course of the river, 223 km long (from Niemirów), is entirely 

within the territory of Poland (Lower Bug River Valley). The river here creates a landscape 

of alternating riparian floodplains, straight sections with numerous islands, and sand dune 

terraces. The banks here have a gentle slope, making it relatively easy to find a place for 

launching and landing (Pratulin, Krzemień - Wojtkowice - Glinna Kuligów), as well as 

resting and camping (e.g. in Maćkowicze, Drohiczyn, Grądy, Wojtkowice - Glinne, Nur, 

Rażny). 

 

Figure 23 A convenient landing site in the town of Krzyczew 
Source: GIG Katowice 
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During the trip, attention should be paid to the ferry crossings in Gnojno, Zabuż Drohiczyn 

and Kamieńczyk, as well as road and rail bridges in Maćkowicze, Tonkielach, Nura, Małkinia, 

Brok and Wyszków. The landing stages adapted for canoeists are located in the following 

towns: Mielnik, Drohiczyn, Gródek, Granne, Brańszczyk, Kamieńczyk. 

In the section from Niemirów to the junction with the Narew, the Bug is a navigable river 

and marked accordingly. The existing marking of the kayak trail on this section is an 

information board with the word Krzyczew, near which there is a small shelter.   

On the analyzed section of the kayaking trail, Buczynka, Kosówka, Ugoszcz, Liwiec flow 

into the Bug from the left, and Pukawka, Brok, Tuchełka on the right. The Bug connects 

with the Narew River, through the Zegrze Reservoir. This is where the bottom, last section 

of the kayak trail on the Bug River ends. The total length of the Lower Bug Kayak Trail is 

approx. 293 km. According to the 2018 inventory, the Kayak Trail of the Lower Bug has 

been divided into 12 sections that can be navigated within 1 day each: 

 

• Kuzawka – Pratulin (21 km) 

• Pratulin – Gnojno (34 km) 

• Gnojno – Mielnik (14 km) 

• Mielnik – Turna Mała (16 km) 

• Turna Mała – Drohiczyn (17 km) 

• Drohiczyn – Granne (29 km) 

• Granne – Przewóz Nurski (22 km) 

• Przewóz Nurski – Borowe (23 km) 

• Borowe – Brok (15 km) 

• Brok – Brańszczyk (30 km) 

• Brańszczyk – Wyszków (12 km) 

• Wyszków – Popowo Parcele (22,6 km) 
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Figure 24 The lower section of the kayak trail to the Bug river 
Source: GIG Katowice 

 

Tourist traffic service (tourist assets) 

The number of tourist services offered and their diversity increases along the fully Polish 

section of the Bug River. In this section, canoeists and other tourists can use the services 

located on both banks of the river. Objects located directly in the Bug valley are listed 

below: 

Accommodations: 

Esse Olga Gospodarstwo Agroturystyczne 

Dwór w Somiance Somianka-Parcele 34; 07–203 Somianka 

tel. kom. 602-198-807 

 

Gajewski Rafał Agroturystyka 

Rafał Gajewski; ul. Nadbużańska 2; Popowo Parcele; 07–203 Somianka 

tel. kom. 693-715-839 

 

Główczyk Hanna Gospodarstwo Agroturystyczne 

Hanna Główczyk; Somianka-Parcele 36; 07–203 Somianka 

tel. (0-29) 741-87-17 

 

Polak Barbara Dom pod Wierzbami 

Jackowo Dolne 11A; 07–203 Somianka 

tel. (0-29) 596-02-81; tel. kom. 607 633 380 
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Kreatywny Młyn  

Popowo Kościelne 68; 07-203 Somianka 

tel. kom. 501 087 800; ania@laskowska.pl 

 

OW Rekreacja 

Kępa Barcicka; 07-203 Somianka 

tel. kom. 741 87 66 

 

Grycz Elżbieta Gospodarstwo Agroturystyczne 

Elżbieta Grycz; Ślubów 4; 07-201 Wyszków 

tel. 29 596 66 00; tel. kom. 510 107 191 

 

Skowrońska Agnieszka Żelińska Justyna 

Stajnia Pasja; ul. Kółko 15 Skuszew; 07-201 Wyszków          

tel. kom. 501 932 187; tel. kom. 501 694 760 

 

Gospodarstwo Agroturystyczne Kamieńczyk 

Spokojna 14; 07-220 Kamieńczyk 

tel. kom. 601 212 939; agroturystyka@kamienczyk.com.pl 

 

Hotel Baśniowa 

J. Poniatowskiego 10; 07-200 Wyszków 

tel. 29 743 16 00; recepcja@basniowa.pl 

 

Pokoje gościnne Na Skarpie 14 

Na Skarpie; 07-200 Wyszków 

tel. kom. 535 246 632 

 

Ośrodek szkoleniowo - noclegowy ZDZ 

Komisji Edukacji Narodowej 2; 07-200 Wyszków 

tel. 29 742 44 19 

 

Zajazd Bias 

Warszawska 1; 07-200 Wyszków 

tel. 29 742 30 01; hotel@bias.com.pl 

 

Agroturystyka u Kaflika 

ul. Nadbużna 39; 07-221 Brańszczyk 

tel. 503 144 834; ukaflika@wp.pl 

 

Gospodarstwo Agroturystyczne Barbara i Waldemar Łapińscy 

ul. Nadbużna 23; 07-221 Brańszczyk 

tel. kom. 504 540 200 

 

Gospodarstwo Agroturystyczne Joanna i Wojciech Rykaczewscy 

Ul. Bielińska 88; 07-221 Brańszczyk 

tel. (0-29) 679-41-71; tel. kom. 608 872 531 
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Gospodarstwo Agroturystyczne Lucyna i Zdzisław Ponichtera 

ul. Nadbużna 19; 07-221 Brańszczyk 

(0-29) 742-14-54; tel. kom. 660 612 490 

 

Gospodarstwo Agroturystyczne 

Zofia i Henryk Dziubiel; ul. Jana Pawła II 22; 07-221 Brańszczyk 

tel. (0-29) 742-14-47; tel. kom. 696 720 929 

 

Wyszyńska Iwona 

"Agroturystyka u Iwony"; Turzyn 89; 07-221 Brańszczyk 

tel. kom. 606 615 761 

 

"Agroturystyka u Sławka" 

Zambrzyniec 26; 07-130 Łochów 

tel. kom. 608 191 645 

 

"Kozłówka" 

Łazy 202; 07-130 Łochów 

tel. (0-25) 675-06-10; tel. kom. 505 869 653 

 

"Radziówka" 

Budziska 7; 07-130 Łochów 

tel. kom. 736 629 340; 602 453 357 

 

"Przy Lesie" 

Ocięte 28A; 07-140 Sadowne 

tel. kom. 606 273 905     

 

Danuta i Jacek Grabowscy 

Dajana; ul. Małkińska 33 A; 07-306 Brok 

tel. 29 745 71 53; tel. kom. 502 536 787; dmjg@op.pl 

 

Nadrzecze 

Brzostowa 5; 07-306 Brok 

tel. kom. 692 483 779; kajaki@nadrzecze.pl 

 

Nadbużański Ośrodek Edukacji 

Szosowa 17; 07-306 Brok 

tel. kom. 517 424 422; noe@osrodekwbroku.pl 

 

Ośrodek Szkoleniowo – Wypoczynkowy Rzemieślnik 

Brzostowa 28; 07-306 Brok 

tel. kom. 608 888 405; rzemieslnik.brok@wp.pl 

 

Ewa i Andrzej Rudo 

BOCIANIE GNIAZDO 

Prostyń 184; 07-319 Prostyń 

tel. (0-29) 644-90-63; tel. kom. 728 722 719 
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Hanna Magrzyk UROCZY ZAKĄTEK 

Przewóz 33; 07-320 Małkinia Górna 

tel. (0-29) 745-51-74; tel. kom. 785 258 727; magrzykhanna@wp.pl 

 

Joanna Orlicz ORLICZÓWKA 

Błędnica 142; 07-320 Małkinia Górna 

tel. kom. 506-072-094; e-mail: joannaorlicz@tlen.pl 

 

Marta Deniszewska KOZIE SIOŁO 

Prostyń 89; 07-319 Prostyń 

tel. (0-29) 644-91-88; tel. kom. 519 136 370 

 

Zajazd Pod Sosnami 

Nurska 23; 07-320 Małkinia Górna 

tel. 29 745 55 65 

 

Pokoje u Basi Barbara Wojciechowska 

Prostyń 75; 07-319 Prostyń 

tel. kom. 519 136 370; pokoje.basia@onet.pl 

 

"Latosowo" 

Henrysin 2A; 08-330 Kosów Lacki 

tel. kom. 602 249 591; tel. kom. 601 143 799; latosowo@latos.pl; www.latosowo.pl 

 

"Stadnina koni w Nowej Wsi" 

Nowa Wieś Kosowska 32; 08-330 Kosów Lacki 

tel. 660725481; 660725462; konie@stadninamazowsze.pl  www.stadninamazowsze.pl 

 

"Zacisze Lipowe" 

Ceranów 212; 08-322 Ceranów 

tel. (0-25) 787-07-14; tel. kom. 516 074 381 

 

GRODZIECKIE Anna i Janusz Kozłowscy 

Długie Grodzieckie 15; 08-322 Ceranów 

tel. kom. 506 097 050; kozlowski-zaklad@wp.pl 

 

Agroturystyka IWANOWSCY 

Długie Kamieńskie 44; 08-322 Ceranów 

tel. 25 787 19 15 

 

Andrzej Sosiński STARY MŁYN 

Ołtarze Gołacze 65; 07-322 Nur 

tel. kom. 515 235 619; sosinskiandrzej1@gmail.com 

 

Elżbieta i Tadeusz Niemyjscy 

07-322 Nur; ul. Brokowska 5 

tel. 604 567 515 
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Krystyna Mazur 

Ołtarze Gołacze 26/26b; 07-322 Nur 

tel. kom. 880 735 335; k_rycha@wp.pl 

 

"Drewniany Domek" 

Białobrzegi 78; 08-320 Sterdyń 

(0-25) 781-09-07; tel. kom. 609 055 130 

 

"Mitowska Zagroda" 

Seroczyn 71; 08-320 Sterdyń 

tel. kom. 505 224 782 

 

Steć Małgorzata i Paweł 

Białobrzegi 23; 08-320 Sterdyń 

tel. kom. 668 485 265 

 

"U Tadeona" 

Gródek 183; 08-304 Jabłonna Lacka 

tel. kom. 602 212 314 

 

Jarosław Radzikowski 

Wieska 2; 08-304 Jabłonna Lacka 

tel. kom. 880 810 110 

 

GRÓDEK DWÓR 

Gródek Dwór 50; 08-304 Jabłonna Lacka 

tel. kom. 696 824 678; biuro@grodeknadbugiem.pl 

 

Kwatera nad Bugiem 

Wojtkowice-Glinna 27; 18-230 Ciechanowiec 

tel. kom. 600 157 445 

 

Agroturystyka ,,NA SKARPIE,, 

Wojtkowice-Glinna 26; 18-230 Ciechanowiec 

tel. 86 277 26 80 

 

Niezapominajka Anna i Kazimierz Wojtkowscy 

Kozarze 3A; 18-230 Ciechanowiec 

tel. kom. 508 817 951 

 

Gospodarstwo Agroturystyczne Bożena i Mateusz Rutkowscy 

Przybyszyn 77 – Kolonia; 18-230 Ciechanowiec 

tel. kom. 510 940 991 

 

Dwór Podlaski w Perlejewie 

Perlejewo 28; 17-322 Perlejewo 

tel. kom. 603 180 525 
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"Dom nad Bugiem" 

Bużyska 28; 08-108 Korczew 

tel. kom. 785 400 686 

 

"Pod wiklinowym koszem" 

Starczewice 4; 08-108 Korczew 

tel. kom. 517 199 672 

 

"U Gertrudy nad Bugiem" 

Bużyska 27; 08-108 Korczew 

tel. kom. 501 218 381 

 

Pod Katedrą 

ul. Farna 13; 17-312 Drohiczyn 

tel. kom.  606 217 435 

 

Dom Na Skarpie 

ul. Józefa Piłsudskiego 37; 17-312 Drohiczyn 

tel. kom. 602 730 883 

 

Dom Gościnny "Cichy Bug" 

ul. Józefa Piłsudskiego 20; 17-312 Drohiczyn 

tel. kom. 606 801 733 

 

Pokoje Gościnne u Łucji i Antoniego 

ul. Józefa Piłsudskiego 38; 17-312 Drohiczyn 

tel. kom. 784 223 730 

 

Zamkowa Teresa Nazarczuk 

Józefa Ignacego Kraszewskiego 16; 17-312 Drohiczyn 

tel. kom. 502 382 731 

Hotel "Drohicki" 

Zajęczniki 117; 17-312 Drohiczyn 

tel. 85 655 05 43 

 

Alicja Cichoń - Pokoje do wynajęcia 

ul. Wielkiego Księcia Witolda 24; 17-312 Drohiczyn 

tel. kom. 666 362 843 

 

Pokoje Gościnne "Bajka", Pietrzak Teresa 

Pl. Kościuszki 37/38; 17-312 Drohiczyn 

tel. kom. 503 701 196 

 

Leśna Chata Smerfa 

Chrołowice 26; 17-312 Drohiczyn 

tel. kom. 880 891 400 

 

Pensjonat KŁOSÓWKA 

Bużyski 59; 17-312 Bużyski 

tel. kom. 608 304 176 
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Pokoje Gościnne Teresa Smorczewska 

pl. Kościuszki 32; 17-312 Drohiczyn 

tel. kom. 530 216 992 

 

PRZYSTAŃ NAD BUGIEM Agnieszka Michaluk 

Aleja Jaćwieży 17; 17-312 Drohiczyn 

tel. kom. 535 857 885; przystan-nad-bugiem@wp.pl 

 

Restauracja i noclegi U IRENY 

Ciechanowiecka 6; 17-312 Drohiczyn 

tel. kom. 509 377 093; drohiczyn@irexpol.pl 

 

Agroturystyka NAD JEZIORKIEM Beata I Michał Zabokrzeccy 

Chrołowice 15; 17-312 Drohiczyn 

tel. 85 655 71 60; m.zabokrzecki@op.pl 

 

„U Basi” 

Hruszniew Kol.3; 08-210 Platerów 

tel. kom. 691 964 990; agrobasia@onet.pl 

 

„U Waldka” 

Ostromęczyn Kolonia 39; 08-210 Platerów 

tel. (0-83) 357-96-72; tel. kom. 505 104 786; ostromeczyn@o2.pl; www.uwaldka.pl 

 

"Chata za wsią" 

Chłopków 16; 08-210 Platerów 

tel. kom. 533 734 078 

 

Gospodarstwo Agroturystyczne w Wólce Nadbużnej 

Wólka Nadbużna 15; 17-300 Siemiatycze 

 

Pod Skrzydłami Podlasia 

Kilińskiego 29; 17-300 Siemiatycze 

tel. kom. 796 822 511 

 

Apartamenty Kierunek Podlasie 

ul. 11 Listopada 28B m. 4;  17-300 Siemiatycze 

 

Gosciniec „Stary Rynek” 

plac Jana Pawła II 41; 17-300 Siemiatycze 

tel. kom. 695 186 429 

 

Folwark Księżnej Anny 

Anusin 95; 17-300 Siemiatycze 

tel. kom. 502 900 606 

 

Pensjonat CEZAR 

ul. Mickiewicza 10; 17-300 Siemiatycze 

tel. 85 656 40 60 
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Kompleks Wypoczynkowy ETERNITE - POZNAJ PODLASIE 

Wólka Nadbużna 66; 17-300 Siemiatycze 

tel. kom. 510 020 505; kontakt@eternite.pl 

 

Baza Turystyczno – Rekreacyjna 

Kościuszki 35; 17-300 Siemiatycze 

tel. kom. 606 732 613; btr@gminasiemiatycze.pl 

 

„Agroturystyka nad Bugiem” 

Zabuże 41; 08-220 Sarnaki 

tel. kom. 604 138 760 

 

„Borsuki pod lipą” 

Borsuki 30; 08-220 Sarnaki 

tel. kom. 512 192 090 

 

„Ekoturystyka w Raju” 

ul. Spokojna 4; 08-220 Sarnaki 

tel. kom. 502 769 451, 833 599 252; basiarobert@wp.pl 

 

„Leśne Zacisze” 

Płosków Kol. 7; 08-220 Sarnaki 

tel. kom. 503 069 581 

 

„Nad Sarenką” 

Franopol 2; 08-220 Sarnaki 

tel. kom. 506 194 522; nadsarenka@vp.pl 

 

„Pod Lipą" 

Rzewuszki 11; 08-220 Sarnaki 

tel. kom. 504 906 923; mazurek4@poczta.onet.pl 

 

 „U Małgosi” 

Mierzwice Kolonia 1; 08-220 Sarnaki 

tel. kom. 602 625 846 

 

"Agroturystyka w Zabużu" 

Zabuże 42;  08-220 Sarnaki 

tel. kom. 606 719 829 

 

"Oberża Borsuki" 

Borsuki 45; 08-220 Sarnaki 

tel. kom. 512 373 900 

 

"Wypoczynek nad Bugiem" 

Klepaczew 34; 08-221 Sarnaki 

tel. kom. 531 646 394 

 

 



 

Strategy for the Kayak Trails Development created as part of the project „Bug unites us – 

creating two cross-border kayaking tourist trails” 

69 Tourist potential analysis 

Jerzy Czeżyk 

Klepaczew 37; 08- 220 Sarnaki 

tel. kom. 662 896 955 

 

SŁODKI ZAKĄTEK NAD BUGIEM 

Klepaczew 32B; 08-220 Sarnaki 

tel. kom. 694 967 594; naszslodkizakatek@wp.pl 

 

ELJANEK Elżbieta i Jan Mosiewicz 

Stare Mierzwice 33; 08-220 Sarnaki 

tel. kom. 781 277 457 

 

AGROTURYSTYKA NAD BUGIEM Mariusz Klimiuk 

Zabuże 42;08-221 Hołowczyce 

tel. kom. 606 719 829 

 

POD LASEM Sabina Świć 

 Zabuże 14; 08-221 Hołowczyce 

tel. kom. 606 815 258 

 

Elżbieta Jakoniuk 

Zabuże 41; 08-221 Hołowczyce 

tel. kom. 604 138 760 

 

Lucyna Demianiuk 

Stare Mierzwice 48; 08-220 Sarnaki; 

tel. kom. 501 026 650 

 

Jarosław Tyszko 

Konopnickiej 8a/30; 08-220 Sarnaki 

tel. kom. 505 618 416 

 

Maksymiuk Zbigniew 

Borsuki 30; 08-221 Sarnaki 

tel. kom. 512 192 080 

 

Czyżyk Jerzy 

Klepaczew 37; 08-221 Hołowczyce 

tel. kom. 662 896 955 

 

ODPOCZNIJ W ZABUŻU Małgorzata Kamińska 

Zabuże 36; 08-221 Hołowczyce 

tel. kom. 516 193 042 

 

SCHEDA PODLASKA TT SERWIS Krzysztof Popławski 

Mierzwice Kolonia 2 

tel. kom. 604 641 419 
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Anna Bobińska 

Klepaczew 34A; 08-221 Sarnaki 

tel. kom. 510 980 134 

 

Zbigniew Aftaruk FHU Gościnny Dom DWÓR ZAŚCIANEK 

Borsuki 1b; 08-221 Sarnaki 

tel. kom. 509 221 813 

 

Domek na Podlasiu 

ul. Górna 1; 17-307 Mielnik 

tel. kom. 604 931 589 

 

Gospodarstwo Agroturystyczne w Mielniku nad Bugiem 

ul. Uroczysko 4; 17-307 Mielnik 

tel. kom. 536 885 048 

 

Agroturystyka Zakątek na Krótkiej 

ul. Krótka 3; 17-307 Mielnik 

tel. kom. 692 439 159 

 

Guest House "Riverside" 

plac Tadeusza Kościuszki 1A; 17-307 Mielnik 

tel. kom. 601 176 626 

 

Czar Podlasia Agroturystyka 

Osłowo 56a; 17-307 Mielnik 

tel. kom. 723 785 997 

 

ACTIVE ADWENTURE 

Duboisa 2; 17-307 Mielnik 

tel. kom. 606 662 225; kontakt@active-adventure.pl 

 

Ośrodek wypoczynkowy U FLORIANA 

Bugowa 10; 17-307 Mielnik 

tel. 85 657 72 27; goksir@mielnik.com.pl 

 

GAJOWISKO Dorota Czarkowska 

Wajków 12; 17-307 Mielnik 

tel. kom. 505 056 633; dorczar1@wp.pl 

 

Samorządowy Ośrodek Wypoczynkowy  

Brzeska; 17-307 Mielnik 

tel. 85 657 72 27; goksir@mielnik.com.p 

 

Agroturystyka WIÓRKOWA CHATA Aleksandra Tobota 

Plac Kościuszki 8; 17-307 Mielnik 

tel. kom. 508 322 850; wiorkowa.chata@wp.pl 
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Agroturystyka Mirosław Sawczuk 

Brzeska 11; 17-307 Mielnik 

tel. kom. 668 982 497; alicja.sawczuk@wp.pl 

 

Apart Hostel KOROLÓWKA 

Popław 1; 17-307 Mielnik 

tel. kom. 516 729 001; korol@korol.pl 

 

DOM NA WERHURNI Elżbieta i Jerzy Śnieżko 

Uroczysko 4; 17-307 Mielnik 

tel. kom. 536 885 048; e.sniezka@op.pl 

 

Gospodarstwo Agroturystyczne FLISAK 

Brzeska 53; 17-307 Mielnik 

tel. kom. 601 916 125; flisak.mielnik@wp.pl 

 

Kwatera Agroturystyczna Mirosław Juzefowicz 

Brzeska 35; 17-307 Mielnik 

kris.87@interia.pl 

 

Kwatera Agroturystyczna Klaudia Kędziora 

Brzeska 85; 17-307 Mielnik 

tel. 85 657 70 56 

 

Kwatera Agroturystyczna Jan Dmitruk 

Biała 8; 17-307 Mielnik 

jandjnm@wp.pl 

 

Kwatera Agroturystyczna Irena Wysocka 

Brzeska 220; 17-307 Mielnik 

iwysocka@wp.pl 

 

Agroturystyka DOBRA NOCKA POD JESIONEM Sławomir Śnieżko 

Zamiejska 4; 17-307 Mielnik 

tel. kom. 695 397 908 

 

William Handford 

Pl. Kościuszki 1A; 17-307 Mielnik  

magdakorol7@gmail.com 

 

Noclegi Zameczek 

ul. Janowska 48; 21-543 Konstantynów 

tel. kom. 506 063 546 

 

Schronisko Młodzieżowe PRZYSTAŃ 

Gnojno 48; 21-543 Konstantynów 

tel. kom. 509 114 185 
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ANTOLINKA Jacek Skórkiewicz 

Antolin 16; 21-543 Konstantynów 

tel. kom. 511 546 253 

 

Gospodarstwo Agroturystyczne Radosław Hodun 

Witoldów 17A; 21-543 Konstantynów 

tel. kom. 605 063 784 

 

Gospodarstwo Agroturystyczne Karol Jaszczuk 

Leśna 33; 21-543 Konstantynów 

tel. kom. 509 755 632 

 

Hotel Zamek Biskupi Janów Podlaski 

ul. Zamkowa 1;  21-505 Janów Podlaski 

tel. 83 379 08 50 

 

Dom Gościnny Janów Podlaski 

Bubel Granna 22a;  21-505 Janów Podlaski 

tel. kom. 603 801 220; bubelgranna@agroturystyka.pl 

 

Przy stadninie w Janowie Podlaskim 

Piłsudskiego 58;  21-505 Janów Podlaski 

tel. kom. 531 972 339 

 

Agroturystyka Sami Swoi 

Bubel-Łukowiska 17; 21-505 Bubel-Łukowiska 

tel. kom. 513 530 964 

 

U Różyckiego. Gospodarstwo agroturystyczne 

Stare Buczyce 17; 21-505 Janów Podlaski 

tel. kom. 607 407 289 

 

Pensjonat Uroczysko Zaborek Miejsce z klimatem 

Kolonia Janów Podlaski 28; 21-505 Janów Podlaski 

tel. 83 341 30 68 

 

Hotel Pałac Cieleśnica 

Cieleśnica 22; 21-504 Rokitno 

tel. kom. 887 777 667 

 

SIEDLISKO NAD BUGIEM, Barbara i Marek Piotrowscy 

Pratulin 17; 21-504 Rokitno 

tel. kom. 505 298 878; agroturystyka@pratulin.com.pl 

 

DOM PIELGRZYMA w Pratulinie 

Pratulin 20; 21-504 Rokitno 

tel. kom. 690 606 255; dyrektor@dompratulin.pl 
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Agroturystyka Pratulin Józef Pliszka 

Pratulin 45; 21-504 Rokitno 

tel. kom. 504 138 387 

 

Gospodarstwo Agroturystyczne BUŻYSKO 

Pratulin 47; 21-504 Rokitno 

tel. kom. 509 553 943 

 

Restaurants: 

Złota Róża 

DK62 51; 07–203 Somianka 

tel. kom. 601 242 906 

 

Leśny Dworek 

aleja Wolności 42; 07-201 Wyszków 

tel. 29 742 57 55 

 

Restauracja Marzenia Pietruszki 

Warszawska 1; 07-200 Wyszków 

tel. kom. 664 580 220 

 

ULTIMATUM 

Pułtuska 114B; 07-200 Wyszków 

tel. kom. 503 322 669 

 

Restauracja Centralna 

Centralna 10; 07-200 Wyszków 

tel. kom. 798 861 861 

 

Bar Popularny 

Gen. Generała Józefa Sowińskiego 19; 07-202 Wyszków 

tel. kom. 519 131 161 

 

Kącik Smaku 

Dworcowa 5A; 07-202 Wyszków 

tel. kom. 666 059 892 

 

Pingwin. Bar mleczny 

Świętojańska 87; 07-200 Wyszków 

tel. 29 742 66 61 

 

Gościniec pod Jesionem 

Łączna 5; 07-200 Wyszków 

tel. 29 742 22 00 

 

Restauracja Grill Way Bar 

Świętojańska 11; 07-200 Wyszków 

tel. kom. 510 973 938 
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Bar Swojak  

11 Listopada 40; 07-200 Wyszków 

tel. kom. 787 797 726 

 

Restauracja Chicken Burger 

11 Listopada 49; 07-200 Wyszków 

tel. kom. 662 540 404 

 

Rist Bartek 

Kościelna 12/1; 07-200 Wyszków 

 

Sensei Sushi Wyszków 

Ignacego Daszyńskiego 29; 07-200 Wyszków 

tel. kom. 690 500 470 

 

Restauracja wyszkowianka 

Ignacego Daszyńskiego 10; 07-200 Wyszków 

tel. 29 742 50 40 

 

Restauracja Romero 

Kościuszki 30; 07-200 Wyszków 

tel. kom. 883 005 905 

 

Mozi Club & Restaurant 

Kościuszki 9; 07-200 Wyszków 

tel. 29 742 92 08 

 

Bao-Diep 

Ignacego Daszyńskiego 6; 07-200 Wyszków;  

tel. 29 742 46 34 

 

Bistro Kuchnia Prawdziwa 

Komisji Edukacji Narodowej 1; 07-200 Wyszków 

tel. 29 307 03 67 

 

Gospoda Kamieńczyk 

Warszawska 8; 07-220 Kamieńczyk 

tel. kom. 603 778 781 

 

Pierogowa szopa 

Jadowska 15; 07-202 Kamieńczyk 

 

Pizzeria Wilczy Smak 

Chopina 13; 07-221 Brańszczyk 

tel. kom. 723 565 656 

 

Al Khalifa Kebab & Bistro 24h 

Mazowiecka 24A; 07-140 Sadowne 

tel. kom. 600 773 737 
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Restauracja Brokowianka 

Jana Pawła II 83; 07-306 Brok 

tel. 29 745 79 18 

 

Linuś 

Sosnowa; 07-306 Brok 

 

Zajazd Kardamon 

Szosowa 2; 07-306 Brok 

tel. 29 745 75 68 

 

Bar Kufelek 

Parkingowa 1; 07-306 Brok 

tel. 29 745 75 22 

 

Kebab Pod Wiatrakiem 

Przystań 2; 07-306 Brok 

 

Restauracja Rusałka 

Promenada; 07-306 Brok 

 

Brok Chata Biesiadna 

Promenada; 07-306 Brok 

 

Bar pod Rybką 

Jarosława Dąbrowskiego 13; 07-306 Brok 

tel. kom. 889 282 489 

 

Smażalnia Ryb MIĘTUS 

Jarosława Dąbrowskiego 11A; 07-306 Brok 

tel. kom. 606 991 110 

 

Kańkowski Emilian. Mała gastronomia 

plac Kościelny 3; 07-306 Brok 

 

Restauracja "Zajazd Pod Sosnami" 

Nurska 23; 07-320 Małkinia Górna 

tel. 29 745 55 65 

 

Kebab Ankara 

Nurska 146A; 07-320 Zawisty Dzikie 

tel. kom. 780 033 051 

 

Voyage 

Przedszkolna 6; 07-320 Małkinia Górna 

tel. kom. 509 830 616 

 

Pokusa Kebab 

Leśna 14; 07-320 Małkinia Górna 

tel. kom. 508 323 685 
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Łabęcki Przemysław. Restauracja 

Leśna; 07-320 Małkinia Górna 

tel. kom. 801 230 463 

 

Restauracja "U Kucharza" 

Leśna 16ae; 07-320 Zawisty Dziki 

tel. kom. 698 018 129 

 

Restauracja Nadbużańska 

Nurska 2; 08-322 Kosów Lacki 

 

Snack Pizza 

Kuczyńska 1b; 18-230 Ciechanowiec 

 

Kebab u Marioli 

11 Listopada 8; 18-230 Ciechanowiec 

tel. kom. 504 346 641 

 

Knajpa 

Plac 3 Maja 22; 18-230 Ciechanowiec 

tel. kom. 603 685 284 

 

Astoria 

Plac 3 Maja 4; 18-230 Ciechanowiec 

tel. kom. 604 077 814 

 

Restauracja, pokoje gościnne Szczesny 

Adama Mickiewicza 2; 18-230 Ciechanowiec 

tel. 86 277 39 81 

 

Pizzeria Positano 

Drohicka 3; 18-230 Ciechanowiec 

tel. 86 217 32 09 

 

Restauracja Zamkowa Teresa Nazarczuk 

Józefa Ignacego Kraszewskiego 16; 17-312 Drohiczyn 

tel. kom. 502 382 731 

 

Restauracja u Ireny 

Ciechanowiecka 6; 17-312 Drohiczyn 

tel. 85 655 70 18 

 

Restauracja Nadbużańska Tradycyjna kuchnia podlaska 

Plac Tadeusza Kościuszki 33; 17-312 Drohiczyn 

tel. kom. 602 575 008 

 

Pod Katedrą 

ul. Farna 13; 17-312 Drohiczyn 

tel. kom.  606 217 435 
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Zajazd "U Kmicica" 

11 Listopada 192; 17-300 Siemiatycze 

tel. 85 655 24 32 

 

Folwark Księżnej Anny 

Anusin 95; 17-300 Siemiatycze 

tel. kom. 502 900 606 

 

Lepirożek 

Kościuszki 86/96; 17-300 Siemiatycze 

tel. kom. 502 671 796 

 

Pepperoni Pizza 

Wysoka 60C; 17-300 Siemiatycze 

tel. kom. 732 589 601 

 

Jadłodajnia - Smaczne Jadło 

plac Jana Pawła II 39; 17-300 Siemiatycze 

tel. 85 656 06 90 

 

Karolina. Pizzeria. Kosiński J. 

Słowiczyńska 4; 17-300 Siemiatycze 

tel. 85 656 00 10 

 

Pensjonat CEZAR 

ul. Mickiewicza 10; 17-300 Siemiatycze 

tel. 85 656 40 60 

 

Sportowa Restaurant & Pub 

Sportowa 34; 17-300 Siemiatycze 

tel. kom. 514 092 453 

 

Restauracja Stodoła 

Mierzwice-Kolonia 2, 08-220; Sarnaki 

tel. kom. 512 373 900 

 

Restauracja Perła Serpelic 

Serpelice 128; 08-220 Sarnaki 

tel. kom. 601 422 770 

 

Nowa Wczasowa 

Brzeska 118; 17-307 Mielnik 

tel. kom. 786 949 430 

 

Ale KEBS 

Przechodnia 2; 21-505 Janów Podlaski 

tel. kom. 690 939 666 
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Restauracja Zaborek 

Kolonia 28C; 21-505 Janów Podlaski 

tel. 83 341 30 68 

 

Other important tourist service points on this part of the trail are: 

• Ferry Terminal; http://www.jeziorozegrzynskie.info/ 

• Tourist Information Point; Aleja Róż 2, 07-200 Wyszków; 

http://turystyka.wyszkow.pl 

• Communal Centre of Culture, Sports and Tourism in Brańszczyk; Jana Pawła II 43,  

07-221 Brańszczyk; tel. 48 29 679 40 45 

• Culture and Recreation Centre; Pułtuska 22, 07-306 Brok; tel. 48 29 745 75 31 

• Nadbużańskie Centrum Turystyczne; Granne 15, 17-312 Granne;  

tel. 48 504 277 670 

• Bug River Canoe Tourist Center in Drohiczyn; Józef Ignacego Kraszewskiego 24, 

17-312 Drohiczyn; tel. 48 501 701 152 

• Tourist Service Point; 2 Tadeusz Kościuszki Square, 17-312 Drohiczyn 

• Tourist Information; Brzeska 71, 17-307 Mielnik; www.goksir.mielnik.com.pl/; tel. 

48 85 657 71 00 

• Tourist Information Point Serpelice; Serpelice 75, 08-221 Serpelice. 

 

Figure 25 The kayaking museum at the Bug River Kayak Tourism Center in Drohiczyn 
Source: GIG Katowice 
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Organizers of kayaking trips: 

KAMYK-KAJAKI Marek Kamiński 

07-220 Kamieńczyk 

tel. kom. 508 638 465; biuro@kamyk.kajaki.pl 

 

Kajaki Kamieńczyk 

Jadowska 24; 07-202 Kamieńczyk 

692 716 981 

 

Kajaki u Pawła 

Paweł i Justyna Prykiel 

Kamieńczyk ul. Jadowska 8; 07-202 Kamieńczyk 

tel: +48 603 411 211; kamienczyk.kajaki@wp.pl 

 

KAJAKI U GRZEŚKA 

tel. kom. 739 230 240 

kontakt@kajakiugrzeska.pl 

 

Agroturystyka u Kaflika 

ul. Nadbużna 39; 07-221 Brańszczyk 

tel. 503 144 834; ukaflika@wp.pl 

 

dzikierzeki-kajaki.pl 

07-320 Małkinia Mała-Przewóz 

505 666 424 

 

Kajaki "Kajros", spływy kajakowe po Bugu 

Zgleczewo Panieńskie 6; 07-323 Zgleczewo Panieńskie 

503 952 815 

 

Kajaki KANOO 

Brokowska 45; 07-322 Nur 

tel. kom. 792 029 111 

 

Nadbużańskie Centrum Turystyki Kajakowej w Drohiczynie 

Józefa Ignacego Kraszewskiego 24; 17-312 Drohiczyn 

501 701 152 

 

WYPOCZYNEK NAD BUGIEM Anna i Grzegorz Bobińscy 

Klepaczew 34; 08-221 Sarnaki 

tel. kom. 531 166 215; wypoczynekrzekabug@gmail.com 

 

FHU ACTIVE ADVENTURE 

Duboisa 2; 17-307 Mielnik 

tel. kom. 606 662 225; kontakt@active-adventure.pl 

 

Spływy kajakowe po Bugu 

Gnojno 47, 21-543 

606 972 793 
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Kayak equipment rentals: 

Wypożyczalnia kajaków przy Ochotniczej Straży Pożarnej w Barcicach 

Barcice 59; 07-203 Somianka 

 

KAMYK-KAJAKI Marek Kamiński 

07-220 Kamieńczyk 

tel. kom. 508 638 465; biuro@kamyk.kajaki.pl 

 

KAJAKI U GRZEŚKA 

tel. kom. 739 230 240; kontakt@kajakiugrzeska.pl 

 

Wypożyczalnia kajaków Joanny i Wojciecha Rykaczewskich 

Bielińska 88; 07-221 Brańszczyk 

tel. kom. 516 247 448 

 

Wypożyczalnia kajaków Justyna i Grzegorz Kaflik 

Nadbużna 39; 07-221 Brańszczyk 

tel. kom. 504 458 202; ukaflika@wp.pl 

 

Kajaki & Pontony - Wypożyczalnia u Banana 

Nadbużna 41; 07-221 Brańszczyk 

tel. kom. 519 803 983 

 

NADRZECZE 

Brzostowa 5; 07-306 Brok 

tel. kom. 692 483 779; kajaki@nadrzecze.pl 

 

NADBUŻAŃSKI OŚRODEK EDUKACJI 

Szosowa 17; 07-306 Brok 

tel. kom. 517 424 422; noe@osrodekwbroku.pl 

 

Kajaki KANOO 

Brokowska 45; 07-322 Nur 

tel. kom. 792 029 111 

 

GOSPODARSTWO AGROTURYSTYCZNE NA SKARPIE 

Wojtkowice Glinna 26A; 18-230 Ciechanowiec 

tel. kom. 694 618 790 

 

KAJAK 24 

tel. kom. 508 392 144; kajak@kajak24.pl 

 

Przystań Bug 

tel. kom. 508 155 144; biuro@przystanbug.pl 

 

Hotel Drohicki 

Zajęczniki 117; 17-312 Drohiczyn 

tel. 85 655 05 43; recepcja@hoteldrohicki.pl 
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Pod Katedrą 

ul. Farna 13; 17-312 Drohiczyn 

tel. kom.  606 217 435 

 

PORT 

ul. Sportowa 1; 17-312 Drohiczyn 

tel. kom.  731 20 60 20 

 

TROPICIEL - Sławomir Gac 

Zabuże 6a; 08-221 Sarnaki 

tel. kom. 600 500 525; info@zabuze.pl 

 

WYPOCZYNEK NAD BUGIEM Anna i Grzegorz Bobińscy 

Klepaczew 34; 08-221 Sarnaki 

tel. kom. 531 166 215; wypoczynekrzekabug@gmail.com 

 

X TREME Jakub Małaczek 

Stare Mierzwice 45; 08-220 Sarnaki 

tel. kom. 502 545 660 

 

Wypożyczalnia Kajaków - Ośrodek Turystyczno-Wypoczynkowy UROCZA 

Serpelice 123; 08-220 Sarnaki 

tel. kom. 606 429 932 

 

FHU ACTIVE ADVENTURE 

Duboisa 2; 17-307 Mielnik 

tel. kom. 606 662 225; kontakt@active-adventure.pl 

 

Sports shops: 

Eskapada. Sklep sportowy. Krajewska D. 

Generała Józefa Sowińskiego 62; 07-200 Wyszków 

tel. 29 645 66 39 

 

Adrenalina Sport 

11 Listopada 17; 07-200 Wyszków 

tel. kom. 517 195 539 

 

"U Leszcza" Sklep Wędkarski Artur Książek 

Aleja Marszałka Józefa Piłsudskiego 13; 07-200 Wyszków 

tel. kom. 792 022 977 

 

Martes Sport 

Generała Józefa Sowińskiego 66; 07-200 Wyszków 

tel. kom. 571 445 706 

 

Sklep wędkarski KASKADA 

plac Kościelny 1; 07-306 Brok 

tel. kom. 696 013 879 
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Sklep Wędkarski 

Ostrowska 8; 07-320 Małkinia Górna 

tel. kom. 602489717 

 

The lower section of the kayak trail on the Bug is characterized by the greatest access to 

tourist services. This is due, on the one hand, to the much greater degree of development 

of the catchment area in this section, as well as the availability of the river itself. Unlike 

the border section, all activities can be carried out from both banks, which automatically 

increases the number of services provided. The variety of services offered is also greater. 

There are still agritourism farms available, but the services are also provided by hotels and 

guesthouses. The offer for canoeists is also much more developed, starting with the 

organizers of kayaking trips, ending with the Bug River Kayak Tourism Center in Drohiczyn. 

 

Accessibility to transport, bicycle, hiking and horse trails 

Access to the trail by car is possible practically throughout the entire analyzed section. 

Both the right and left banks are covered by roads, the vast majority of which are in good 

technical condition, including national road No. 62. Access to the tourist trail and other 

parts of Poland will be carried out mainly by national roads, through localities: 

• Siemiatycze / Sarnaki  – Access by national road No. 19 connecting Białystok with 

Lublin. Accessible by train. 

• Drohiczyn – Access by national road No. 62 connecting Wyszków (via S8 Warsaw) 

with road No. 19. 

• Nur – access by road no. 63 connecting Siedlce with Zambrów. 

• Małkinia - Access possible by train or road No. 627. 

• Brok – access by road no. 50 connecting Mińsk Mazowiecki with Ostrów Mazowiecka. 

• Wyszków – where the S8 roads (Warsaw - Białystok intersect with road no. 62). 

Access is also possible by train. 
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Figure 26 View of the railway bridge in Wyszków 
Source: GIG Katowice 

 

There is a wide range of hiking, horse-riding, and especially bicycle trails that cross or run 

near the kayak trail on the Bug River. In the initial section of the lower part of the trail, 

these are the trails that were created and connected with the Green Velo initiative. The 

most important bicycle trails in the area of the lower part of the kayaking trail on the Bug 

are listed below: 

• Green Velo (2095 km) It connects with the kayak trail in Wola Uhruska and 

accompanies it all the way to Osłowo in the Mielnik commune. The Green Velo trail 

crosses the Bug in two places - ferry crossings Mielnik Przedmieście - Zabuże and 

Niemirów - Gnojno, 

• Czeremcha – Siemiatycze (58,8 km) – the course of the trail connects with the 

kayak trail, among others in Mierzwice Kolonia and Mielnik. 

• At the Bug river break (42 km) – It connects Mierzwice Kolonia with Mielnik. 
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Figure 27 Bug river in Mierzwice Kolonia 
Source: GIG Katowice 

 

• Meet the Historical Capital of the Podlasie (39,9 km) – in 1/3 the trail runs 

along the Bug, connecting, among others, Turna Mała in the commune of 

Siemiatycze with Drohiczyn. 

• Korczew Trail (124 km) – the kayak trail is approaching in Mogielnia in the 

Korczew commune. 

• Bug river bike trail (54,1 km) – the trail runs through Treblinka in the commune 

of Małkinia Górna and Wyszków. The kayak trail is approached in Szumin and 

Kamieńczyk. 

• Wyszków – Brok (32,9 km) – practically the entire trail runs along the Bug River. 

• Trail of Prof. Piotr Kulasiński (8,9 km) – the trail starts in the village of 

Brańszczyk. 

• The Green Łuchów Trail – the trail runs, among others through the villages of 

Kamieńczyk and Szumin. 

• Wyszków – Wyszków (40,6 km) – bicycle loop in the area of Wyszków. 

• Loretto – Wyszków (66,4 km) – the trail connecting the village of Loretto with 

Wyszków, 

• Wyszków – Sumianka (11,1 km) – practically the entire section runs along the 

Bug River. 

• Kuligów – Kuligów (37,9 km) – another bicycle loop in the Kuligów area. 

• Stare Załubice – Tłuszcz (40,5 km) – the trail goes to the kayak trail in Kuligów. 
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• The horse and bicycle trail of prof. Ludwik Maciąg (8,9 km) – the trail runs in 

the Somianka commune from Popowo to Barcice. 

 

In addition to the above-mentioned kayak trails, there are horse riding centers, headed by 

the Janów Podlaski Stud, to smaller centers, such as the stud farm in Wyszków or horse 

riding clubs in Załuzie on the Mukhavets. Horse riding rallies are organized, among others 

through the Ecotourism Network between the Narew River and the Bug River, uniting 

agritourism farms from Janów Podlaski to the mouth of the Bug River to the Narew River. 

The horse trails include, for example, the longest lowland horse trail - Poleski with a total 

length of 280 km, which runs largely along the Bug valley on the border section.  

The most important hiking trails, due to their connection to the kayak trail on the Bug, are: 

• Blue Trail Knychówek – Łochów – the entire length of the trail runs along the 

Bug River. 

• Red Trail Kózki – Borsuki – all along the Bug valley 

• Red Trail Zieleniec – Pułtusk – the trail runs along the Bug on the section Szumin 

- Kamieńczyk (where it crosses the river). 

• Yellow Trail Wyszków – Letnisko Nowy Jadów – passing, among others 

through Kamieńczyk. 

• Wielki Gościniec Litewski (Great Lithuanian Hospice) – connecting, among 

others, Skołów Podlaski with Drohiczyn and the village of Granne. 

• Nadbużański Trail – a 41 km trail from Drohiczyn to Bużysk. 

• Papal Trail – connecting Niemirów and Głody. 

• The Merchant Trail – connecting Arbasy Duże and Siemiatycze. 

• The Trail of the Units of Sokołów – connecting Sokołów Podlaski and Grodzisk. 

• The Molotov Bunkers' Route – route around the village of Moszczona Królewska, 

• Bunkers Trail – 23 km route between Wólka Nadbużańska and Mielnik, 

• Bug River Valley Trail – route connecting Niemirów and Głody villages. 

• January Uprising 1863 Trail – from Siemiatycze to Turna Duża.  

Podlaskie Sacred Trail by car and motorcycle - 260 km long trail connecting historic 

places of worship in Drohiczyn, Siemiatycze and Hajnówka. 

 

Analysis of accessibility to the trail 

The lower section of the kayaking trail on the Bug is also the easiest and most accessible 

section even for beginner canoeists. It is influenced not only by the access to the banks on 

both sides of the river, but also by the morphological conditions of the valley. The most 

convenient places to reach the shore are located in towns: 

• Niemirów – the beginning of the 16th section of the trail, the end of the border part. 
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• Serpelice – campsite area. 

• Klepaczew – below the locality. 

• Mielnik / Suburb – in the area of the ferry crossing. 

• Osłowo – at the height of the Mierzwice reserve. 

• Stare Mierzwice – at the height of the locality. 

• Siemiatycze – above or below the railway bridge. 

• Kózki – above or under a road bridge. 

• Wólka Nadbużańska – at the height of the locality. 

• Mężenin – area of the Park Complex. 

• Zajęczniki – above the tributary of the Toczna River. 

• Drohiczyn – above the locality at the beginning of the 17th section of the trail or in 

the Góra Zamkowa region. 

 

Figure 28 View of Castle Mountain in Drohiczynie 
Source: GIG Katowice 

• Tonkiele – under the road bridge on the route No. 62. 

• Wasilew Szlachecki – next to the educational trail. 

• Wirów – in the area of the Monastery Complex. 

• Gródek – below the locality. 

• Granne – in the area of the camping site, at the beginning of the 18th section of 

the trail. 

• Krzemień Wieś – at the height of the locality. 

• Leśniki – at the height of the locality. 

• Łokcie – in the vicinity of the camping site. 
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• Kamieńczyk / Wojtkowice Glinna – at the height of both towns. 

• Obryte – at the height of the locality. 

• Myślibory – in the area of the island on the Bug river. 

• Nur – above the locality or below - at the beginning of the 19th section of the trail. 

• Gąsiorowo – at the height of the locality. 

• Małkinia Mała – under the road bridge, at the beginning of the 20th section. 

• Brok – in the beach area at the beginning of the 21st section of the trail or below 

the road bridge. 

• Rażny – at the beginning of the 22nd section of the trail. 

• Szumin - at the height of the locality. 

• Brańszczyk – above the locality. 

• Wyszków – below the bridge, by the beach. 

• Rybno – at the height of the locality. 

• Popowo-Parcele – at the height of the road to the dam. 

To sum it up, along the entire section of the kayak trail on the Polish part of the Bug River, 

there is not a single hydrotechnical structure separating the river. The dams of the Bug 

River are located in the territory of Ukraine, Dobrotvor and Skomorocha. A kayaking trip 

on the Bug River may, however, be significantly hampered by natural hydromorphological 

processes shaping the riverbed, e.g. through congestion in the upper and middle section 

of the Bug. In the upper section, the kayaking may also be impossible in many places due 

to the insufficient depth of the river, especially in periods of low water levels. Especially in 

spring periods, access to the bed in selected parts may be significantly difficult due to the 

marshy nature of the valley. 
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Figure 29 Flooded access road to the river in Kodeń 
Source: GIG Katowice 

When kayaking in the border sections of the Bug river, you should remember about the 

legal regulations in force regarding border protection. The favourable coastal conditions, 

the marking of the water trail in the lower section of the kayaking trail with the low intensity 

of vessels on this trail creates favourable conditions for less experienced kayaking. 

In periods of drought and during lower water discharges from the dam in Stary Dobrotwór, 

kayaking may be completely impossible on long sections of the trail.  

 

Natural assets 

The last section of the kayak trail on the Bug River (Lower Bug Kayak Trail) is almost 

entirely located within the Natura 2000 bird protection refuge “Dolina Dolnego Bugu” 

(PLB140001) and the habitat of Ostoja Nadbużańska. These areas cover an approx. 260 

km section of the Bug valley from the mouth of the Krzna River to Lake Zegrzyńskie. Dry, 

extensively used pastures cover most of the valley. Particularly valuable is the complex of 

riverside forests with preserved natural character and a number of meadow communities 

and communities associated with wet habitats, typically developed on large areas. 

The bed of the Bug is mostly unchanged by man. There are numerous sandy bare islands 

and well-developed willow thickets. It is a very important refuge for water-marsh birds, 

one of the few in Poland breeding sites of a harrier hawk and a stone curlew. Ostoja 

Nadbużańska is one of the most important areas for the protection of ichthyofauna in 
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Poland. It includes 10 species of fish from Annex II of the Council Directive 92/43 / EEC 

with sabanejewia aurata  and white-finned gudgeon.  

Two kilometers below the starting point of the Dolny Bug Kayak Trail, the river crosses the 

border of the buffer zone of the Podlasie Bug Water Gap. The park was created to protect 

a fragment of the left bank valley of the Bug - from the Toczna River to the mouth of the 

Krzna River in the town of Neple. The biggest landscape value of the Park is the ravine 

valley of the river, meandering among moraine hills. The river valley is wide in places, with 

numerous oxbow lakes, wetlands and ponds, and in places it narrows and cuts deep into 

the surrounding uplands, creating slopes several dozen meters high. 

The following forms of protection are located in the zone directly adjacent to the Bug River 

within the Park's boundaries: 

• Szwajcaria Podlaska Nature Reserve– is located in the village of Starzynka, the 

Terespol commune and protects varied tree stands located on the slope of the Bug 

River with numerous trees of a monumental nature and with a large share of rare 

and protected plants.  

• Łęg Dębowy Nature Reserve nearby Janów Podlaski – with numerous monument 

trees and rare undergrowth plants. 

• Zabuże Nature Reserve –  whose purpose of protection is to preserve old oak trees 

of natural origin, interesting geomorphological forms and locations of many rare 

and protected plant species, as well as rich birdlife (around Stare Hołowczyce).  

• Kózki Nature Reserve – however, it is located in the village of the same name, 

protects the riverside beach with grasslands and oxbow lakes, which are breeding 

sites of bird species characteristic of the Bug River valley.  

The area adjacent to the right bank of the Bug River from the border with Belarus to the 

village of Osnówka is under protection of the Bug River Valley Protected Landscape Area. 

The subject of protection here is the biological diversity of natural habitats occurring in the 

Bug valley and in the forest complex of the Mielnicka and Nurska Primeval Forests. Within 

this area, in the town of Mielnik, there is the Góra Uszeście Reserve. It protects meadow, 

pasture, grassland and shrub ecosystems and was established to preserve the site of many 

rare xerothermic species. 

Below the village of Wasilew Szlachecki, the area on the left side of the Bug River is under 

protection as part of the Bug River Valley Protected Landscape Area. The most valuable 

natural values of the Bug riverbed are within: 

• Wydma Mołożewska Naure Reserve– covering breeding sites of rare bird species 

and places of bird concentration in the autumn-winter-spring period. (dune in 

Mołożew-Wieś). 
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• Skarpa Mołożewska Nature Reserve– established in order to preserve rare and 

protected species of thermophilic plants and protect the slope against erosion (the 

reserve adjoins the Wydma Mołożewska Nature Reserve). 

At the height of the locality of Osnówka, the border of the Bug River Valley Protected 

Landscape Area and the Bug Valley Protected Landscape Area become the Bug Valley and 

Nurca Valley Protected Landscape Area. The protection here covers the biological diversity 

of river valleys with a natural character and a fragment of the Drohicka Upland 

characterized by high natural, landscape, cultural and recreational values. This area is also 

the buffer zone of the Bug River Landscape Park, which covers the Bug River to the village 

of Gąsierowo and the areas adjacent to the left bank of the river up to the limits of the 

locality of Kamieńczyk. Within the Park boundaries there is a nature reserve called 

"Przekop" created to protect natural patches of elm-ash and alder-ash riparian forest. The 

contrast of the habitats is clear. In addition to peat bogs, there are sand dunes here, as 

well as wet riparian forests bordering dry forests. The large diversity of habitats creates 

opportunities for animals associated with these specific environments. The rarest are, 

among others Eurasian curlew, common snipe, green sandpiper and they are associated 

with wetlands and river valleys. In their burrows, on steep riverside slopes, the kingfisher 

and the sand martin nest in colonies. The following forms of protection can be found in the 

immediate vicinity of the Bug riverbed within this protected area : 

• Environmental use Borek Lake - a natural water reservoir in the vicinity of Rytele 

Święckie - Kosów Lacki Commune. 

• Jegiel Nature Reserve – a rare forest community - spruce forests on peat in the 

locality of Szumin - Łochów Commune. 

The last part of the Lower Bug Kayak Trail at the Zegrze Reservoir is located within the 

Warsaw Protected Landscape Area. The distinctive landscape, extensive forest complexes, 

and areas of wet meadows and peat bogs providing a wide variety of habitats as well as 

plant and animal species are the main advantages of this area. The most valuable and 

richest in nature are the river valleys of, for example, the Vistula, Świder and Mienia.  

 

Anthropogenic values 

In the lower section of the route the urban layout with the market square in Niemirów, 

where there is now a park, was singled out. Castles (including their remnants), palace, 

manor and farm complexes constitute 6 of the selected monuments of the lower section of 

the trail and are located in such towns as: Woroblin, Janów Podlaski, Brańszczyk, Wyszków 

and Rybeńko Stare. The only castle in this part of the trail located in Janów Podlaski, due 

to its new function (hotel) is in good condition. The castle was entered in the register of 

monuments. Special attention should be paid to Skarżyński Palace in Wyszków and the 

entrance gate from 1840 in Wygoda. Component historical greenery includes parks and 
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monastery gardens. Three most interesting objects were distinguished: Karol Ferdynand 

Waza Park in Wyszków (formerly called Senator's Garden), a vast landscape park from the 

18th-19th century in Wygoda, and the Reformers' monastery garden with a walled 

enclosure from the second half of the 18th century. In addition, noteworthy is the Town 

Square in Wyszków with a complex of fountains and a recreation area. 32 sacral objects 

were registered, including 21 churches, 1 seminary, 5 chapels, 1 chapel and 4 bell towers. 

The most valuable objects are located in Pratulin, Niemirów, Mielnik, Drohiczyn and 

Prostyń. They include, among others: the parish church of St. Peter and Paul in Pratulin, 

the Orthodox Church of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Mielnik, Drohiczyn and 

Prostyń. The parish church of St. Stanislaus the Bishop and Martyr in Niemirów, the Church 

of the Benedictine Sisters and St. Nicholas Church in Drohiczyn. Among the most valuable 

belfries the following have been distinguished: the belfry-gate at St. Stanislaus church in 

Nemyarow and belfries located in Janow Podlaski, Bubel Stary and Kamenczyk. Fourteen 

monumental objects were selected from a large collection of assets. Most, because as many 

as 7 monuments are located in Brok and two each in Pratulin and Wyszków. The most 

interesting of them are: The monument to Marshal Józef Piłsudski in Brok and the 

monument to Soldiers of the Wyklętych and Victims of Communist Terror in Wyszków. In 

the lower part of the route there are 8 museums. In Drohiczyn itself there are four 

museums: the Diocesan Museum, the Bug River Historical and Cultural Park - Borderland 

of Cultures and Religions, the Bug River Canoe Tourism Center with the Canoe Museum 

and the Old Motorcycle Exhibition. One cannot miss the Museum in Treblinka, which is 

located at a greater distance from the trail, but undoubtedly moving. Among sacral objects 

the most frequently encountered are icons of saints, crucifixes, paintings, sculptures and 

figures, e.g. the sculpture of St. Idzi with a doe in the church in Wyszków, the icon of the 

Virgin Mary located in the parish church of St. Peter and Paul, painted in the 17th century, 

moreover, the Sanctuary of the Martyrs is surrounded by the impressive architecture of 

the Stations of the Cross with life-sized sculptures set in white chapels. In the list of the 

Polish part of the route two open-air museums are located: Maria Żywirska's open-air 

museum in Brańszczyk, where we can visit a wooden cottage, a log barn from the Tuchlin 

forester's lodge and a blacksmith's shop relocated from Udrzyn, and the Folk and Land 

Culture Park of the Narew, Bug and Liwiec Rivers Valley in Kuligów. 

An interesting cultural heritage site is an opencast chalk mine in Mielnik. The beginnings 

of chalk mining in Mielnik date back to the 16th century. Until 1952 it was manual mining 

used only for the needs of local inhabitants. Since the mid-twentieth century the 

exploitation on an industrial scale began. This is the only active mine of this type in Poland. 

Among the necropolises located on the lower section of the route 19 objects were 

distinguished. Among the most interesting are: the Uniate cemetery in Gnojno (established 

at the beginning of the 19th century, located about 300 east from Gnojno-Konstantynów 
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road, surrounded by an earthen embankment with tombstones from the second half of the 

19th century), a church cemetery in Granne (with a cast-iron base of the tombstone of the 

Pieńkowski family from 1876. ) and the Jewish cemetery in Brok (about thirty matzevot 

have survived here, one of the best preserved Jewish cemeteries in this part of Mazowsze). 

One of the oldest cemeteries found on the trail is the one in Kamieńczyk. The list includes 

2 groups of mounds: a burial mound from the 17th century in Brok, where the victims of 

plague epidemics were buried (about 1500 people) and two burial mounds in Osłów. The 

next objects are the graves: two in Pratulin and one each in Brok and Kamienczyk. Mounds 

are the next element. The mound of Polish soldiers from 1920 located in Pratulin is 

mentioned in the lower section of the canoe trail. In the lower section of the trail only 

fortification remains were distinguished, among which earthen ramparts with moats in 

Janów Podlaski and fragments of fieldstone walls which are the remains of the castle in 

Mielnica.  
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Kayak Trail on the Dnieper-Bug Canal and the Mukhavets River 

 

The course of the trail 

The starting point of the kayak trail on the canal and the river is Bielin in Belarus in the 

Brest Oblast. From this point on, the trail runs along the Dnieper-Bug canal to Brest, where 

the Mukhavets River flows into the Bug River. The Dnieper-Bug Canal (formerly the Royal 

Canal) is a navigable canal in the south of Belarus, built in 1775-1783. According to the 

European Agreement on Main Inland Waterways of International Importance of January 

19, 1996, the Dnieper-Bug Canal is part of the main Dnieper-Vistula E-40 waterway. 

(Gdańsk - Warsaw - Brest - Pinsk - Mozyr - Kiev - Kherson). With the help of the channel, 

it is theoretically possible to connect the Baltic Sea and the Black Sea. Navigation on this 

waterway is currently not possible due to the lack of navigability of the Bug on the section 

from Brest to Niemirów, as well as due to the location of the dam on the Mukhavets River 

in Brest.   

In the section from Bielin to Kobryn, the channel runs straight with a small number of 

gentle bends (curves). The canal maintains a west and north-west direction here. Below 

the city of Kobryn, up to its mouth in Brest, the channel joins the Mukhavets River. The 

channel bed in this section runs more naturally with numerous gentle meanders and oxbow 

lakes connected to the mainstream. The entire length of the flood plain of the Mukhavets 

River is two-sided, low, in some places it is marshy with a width of 200 m to 1500 m. Both 

the banks of the Mukhavets River and the Dnieper-Bug Canal are gentle, except for 

relatively short sections of the Mukhavets River valley, where flood banks have been 

created. In the initial section of the trail in Selishche, there is the mouth of the Beloozerski 

Canal, which supplies the Dnieper-Bug canal with waters from the Ukrainian part of the 

Pripyat basin. The Dnieper-Bug Canal also provides a direct connection between the 

Mukhavets River and the Pripyat River, which flows into the Dnieper. The main tributaries 

of the Mukhavets River are on the right the Dakhlovka and Żabinka rivers, on the left - the 

Dnieper-Bug, Bona channels, the Trostyanitsa River. 

There are numerous locks on the trail of the run-off, which allow the Dnieper-Bug canal to 

be navigable (Lachowicze, Kobryń Załuzie, Nowosady). Seasonal fluctuations in the water 

level in the canal and the river are small and do not affect the organization of the kayaking 

trip. Due to the navigability of the analyzed section of the river, the kayak trail does not 

require lane marking. The speed of water flow in the channel is low, ranging from 0.1 to 

0.3 m / s. 

The total length of the kayak trail to the Dnieper-Bug canal and the Mukhavets River is 

115 km. The trail has been divided into 6 stages, 15-22 km long sections that can be 

covered in 1 day. 

 



 

Strategy for the Kayak Trails Development created as part of the project „Bug unites us – 

creating two cross-border kayaking tourist trails” 

94 Tourist potential analysis 

 

Figure 30 Kayak trail on the Dniepro-Bug Canal and the Mukhavets 
Source: GIG Katowice 

 

Tourist traffic service (tourist assets) 

The number of tourist services offered and their diversity is determined by large urban 

centers such as Kobrin or Brest. Nevertheless, in the remaining sections, the gastronomic 

and accommodation offer is well developed. Objects located directly next to the trail are 

listed below: 

 

Accommodations: 

Хостел «Гоголь» 

вуліца Гогаля 1Г, Brest 224005 

 

Vesta 

вулiца Крупскай 16, Brest 224005 

 

Hotel Bug 

vulica Lienina 2, Brest 224005 

 

Maladziožnaja hotel 

Ulitsa Komsomol'skaya 6, Brest 224005 

 

Sova Apartments 

bulvar Kasmanaŭtaŭ 40, Brest 224005 
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Hotel Intourist 

праспект Машэрава 15, Brest 224005 

 

Yenergija Gostinica Filial Rup Brestyenergo 

vulica Dziaržynskaha, Brest 224005 

 

Belarus' Gostinica Chup Brestturist 

Bul'var Shevchenko 6, Brest 224000 

 

Hampton by Hilton Brest 

Varshavskoye Shosse 41, Brest 224003 

 

Akvatel 

vulica Maskoŭskaja 147, Brest 

 

Brestskiy Grebnoy Kanal 

The Olympic Reserve Centre for the sport of rowing, Ulitsa Oktyabr'skoy Revolyutsii 2, 

Brest 224011 

 

Motel Старый Город 

vulica Luckaja 3, Brest 

 

Apartment on Lutskaya 

vulica Valhahradskaja 36, Brest 

 

Happy Family House с баней 

Вінаградная вуліца д.31, Brest 224000 

 

Agrousadba Lesnaya Zavod 

Брест, Kleyniki, Naberezhnyy Pereulok 13, Brest 225000 

 

Agrousadba U Zaliva 

Vishnevaya Street 43 Shebrin village Brest region, Brest 225022 

 

Baza Otdykha "Kamyshi" 

0,1 км южнее д.Щебрин Тельминский с/с 16Б/1, 225003 

 

Agrousadba Petrovichy 

Ulitsa Tenistaya, 4, Petrovichi 225116 

 

Shadrin Village House 

Tsentralnaya ulitsa 70, derevnya Zaluzye, Zhabinkovskiy region, Brestskaya oblast, 

Zaluzye 225121 

 

Lesnaya Gavan' Park-Otel' 

Urochishche Sosnovyy Bor 

 

Agrousad'ba "Na Zarechnoy Ulitse" 

8 улица Заречная д, Pieski 1 224140 
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Agrousad'ba "Tsvetochnyy Ray" 

Pieski, 224140 

 

Agrousad'ba "Mazychi" 

Mazichi 

 

Minioteli V Kobrine 

Ул. Спортивная д.66 Кобрин BY, 225306 

 

Hotel Belarus 

vulítsa Suvorava 29, Kobryn 

 

Hotel Suvorov 

Ulitsa Druzhby 2, Kobryn 225301 

 

Bogach 

хутор Богач, Kobryn 225830 

 

Restaurants: 

 

Restoclub Celsius 

praspekt Mašerava 6, Brest 

 

FusionFood 

вулiца Астроўскага 2, Brest 

 

KOROVA grill+bar 

83, vulica Saveckaja 73, Brest 

 

URBAN 

Vulica Saveckaja 67, Brest 

 

El' Greko 

Gogolia St 65, Brest 224030 

 

momoo burger house 

Gogolia St 21, Brest 224030 

 

Khinkal'nya 

Gogolia St 40, Brest 

 

Сам кебаб 

vulica Luckaja 32б, Brest 

 

Pizza Al Taglio 

vulica Maskoŭskaja 329, Brest 

 

Служба доставки еды «Тук-тук» 

vulica Maskoŭskaja 275А, Brest 224023 
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Raduga 

Ulitsa Kirova 82, Žabinka 225101 

 

Laykfud 

Ulitsa Kirova 81, Žabinka 225101 

 

Spartak 

Ulitsa Kirova 77, Žabinka 

 

Pitstsa Ital'yana Žabinka 

Ulitsa Lenina 14, Žabinka 225101 

 

Stolovaya 

vulica Saveckaja 109, Kobryn 

 

Black Doner 

Шаурма Шаверма, vulica Puškina 15, Kobryn 225304 

 

Krasnyy Pishchevik 

vulica Puškina 3, Kobryn 225830 

 

Prestizh Restoran OOO Yedel'Veis-Tur 

vulítsa Suvorava 29, Kobryn 

 

Ponchikov 

vulítsa Suvorava 21-25, Kobryn 

 

Kafe Cherdak 

Ulitsa Lenina 4, Kobryn 225306 

 

Spartak 

Ulitsa Oktyabr'skaya 1, Kobryn 

 

Kobrin Restoran OAO 

Ulitsa Lenina 11, Kobryn 225860 

 

Restoran "Gril'yazh" 

Ulitsa Lenina 6, Kobryn 

 

Sports shops: 

 

Sportmaster 

вуліца Куйбышава 15, Brest 224016 

 

eXpert Sport BREST 

vulica Karbyšava 74, Brest 
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MySport 

ТЦ "Евроопт, Varshavskoye Shosse 11, Brest 224033 

 

Accessibility to transport, bicycle, hiking and horse trails 

The transport accessibility of the trail can be divided into two parts - above and below 

Kobryn. In the upper part, on long fragments, access to the canal is difficult, and the 

network of access roads is poorly developed. In the lower part, below Kobryn, the road 

network is dense, and along the trail, crossing it is the E30 road connecting Brest with 

Kobryn, and further with Minsk. Access to the trail is provided through the villages: 

• Zarzeczka  – Access via the road connecting Drohiczyn with Dywin. 

• Vygoda – Access by road connecting the M10 route with Dywin. 

• Kobryń – Access via routes E30 (from Brest), P17 (from Włodawa), P127 (from 

northern Ukraine) M10 (Brest - Gomel). 

• Odcinek Kobryń-Brest – Access via roads departing from the P104 or E30 routes 

• Brest – from Poland through the border crossing in Terespol or Kukuryki, along the 

P83 road from Kamieniec. 

As on the Ukrainian part of the trail on the Bug, there are no connections with other types 

of hiking, horse-riding or cycling trails. The only significant bicycle trail in the area of the 

trail runs along the Polish-Belarusian border (on the Polish side), but runs northwards. 

 

Analysis of accessibility to the trail 

The entire trail is located on the territory of Belarus, therefore there are no administrative 

and legal problems as on the border section of the Bug. Difficulties in accessing the trail 

occur only in the area of hydrotechnical structures and in the region of Brest, in the area 

of strategic facilities, i.e. the airport. On this section of the trail, it is necessary to take into 

account the necessity to move the kayak within the existing hydrotechnical facilities and 

greater traffic volume of vessels (including passenger ships and transport barges). The 

navigability of the canal, however, ensures the possibility of kayaking throughout the 

kayaking season and good equipment with accompanying infrastructure (marinas, piers, 

etc.). The trail has been additionally divided into relatively short sections that allow you to 

devote a significant amount of time to sightseeing and rest. The most important places 

where you can land or launch your kayaks:  

• Bielin – the beginning of the kayak trail. 

• Zarzeczka – above the village in the vicinity of the hydrotechnical structure, directly 

in front of the locality and in the former port. 

• Siališča – in the vicinity of the monument or directly below the locality. 

• Galik – at the height of the locality. 

• Novoselki – at the site of the former ferry crossing or in the area of a road bridge. 
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• Asipovičy – at the height of the forest clearing. 

• Vygoda – under the bridge. 

• Vialiki Rudziec – above the town or near the bridge. 

• Lipowo – by the road leading to the locality. 

• Kobryń – above the city (in front of the bridge), in the area of the city beach or 

below the city. 

 

Figure 31 Beach in the Kobryń locality 

Źródło: www.top-rated.online 

 

• Piaski – above the locality or at the height of the church. 

• Załuzie – below the hydroelectric power plant. 

• Filippovichi – at the height of the locality. 

• Żabinka – 3 launching sites above the bridge and under the bridge on the P7 road. 

• Novosady – in the area of the hydroelectric power plant above the bridge on the M1 

route. 

• Bulkovo – at the height of the locality. 

• Brest – above or below the entrance to the port, next to the city beach. 
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Natural assets 

The Kayak Trail on the Dnieper-Bug Canal and the Mukhavets River is the most transformed 

fragment of the analyzed area. From Bielin in Belarus to the city of Kobryn, the trail runs 

along the Dnieper-Bug canal. The greatest natural assets in the initial section of the trail 

is the "Zvanets" Republican Nature Reserve. The reserve was established in 1996 in order 

to maintain reference areas of natural wetlands, meadows and forests with rich flora and 

fauna. The area of the reserve is 16.2 thousand square meters. ha. There are the largest 

mesotrophic lowland swamps in Europe, preserved in their natural state. There are 

644 plant species in the reserve, 23 of which are listed in the Red Book of Belarus. The 

special importance of the Zvanets Nature Reserve lies in the fact that its territory is home 

to numerous populations of many rare and endangered bird species, such as: great 

bustard, reed warbler and short-eared owl. The remaining section of the canal runs through 

agricultural land and forest complexes of average natural value. In Kobryn, the channel 

joins the Mukhavets River, which is the largest tributary of the Western Bug in Belarus. It 

begins near the city of Pruzhany and flows into the Bug in Brest. The river is 113 km long 

and the catchment area is 6,590 km2. The relief within the catchment area is hilly, with 

sections of smoothed front moraine embankments and 5-15 m high elevations. The more 

elevated eastern part is located on the western edge of the Zagorodie water-glacial plain. 

The flatness of the terrain and the insufficient water permeability of the upper layer of the 

formations favor the development of swamps and wetlands, which occupy the southern 

and south-eastern part of the catchment area. A large area of them was reclaimed and 

dried. Due to the regulations and the presence of hydrotechnical devices, the natural 

regime of the river is also disturbed. The Mukhavets River is a popular fishing area with 

pike perch, pike, catfish, bleak, perch, roach, asp, crucian carp, chub. Despite the 

straightened bed, the river is characterized by numerous oxbow lakes at various stages of 

succession. Some of them are connected to the main stream, the rest are cut off bends of 

the river. On the final part of the river, in the former bends of the river, water reservoirs 

were created as a result of damming the waters. The estuary part of the river, where the 

typical flood-and-swamp landscape, reflecting the ecological peculiarities of Brest Polesie, 

is of high natural value. In one of these areas the fauna reserve "Brzeski" was created. It 

covers 0.8 km of the Mukhavets river bed and is a permanent or periodic place of 

occurrence of 31 species of fauna with national or European protection status (e.g.little 

grebe, red-necked grebe, butter-bump, little bittern, white-tailed eagle, Euroasian Hobby). 

 

Anthropogenic assets 

Undoubtedly, the most important cultural assets of Belarus include sacred buildings: 

mainly Orthodox churches, but also Catholic and Protestant churches. The most valuable 

churches are located in such places as: Brest, Kobryn, Zdzitava, Zhabinka, Borodzicze and 
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Golovchitsy. The list of cultural values of the Kayak Trail covering the Belarusian part 

includes 12 sacred objects. Among the most valuable of them, included in the list of 

historical and cultural values of the Republic of Belarus, the following should be mentioned: 

Church of St. Nikitska in the village of Zditowo (once the interior of the temple was 

decorated with the icon "Jerusalem Hodegetria" considered one of the greatest works of 

Belarusian sacred painting, now exhibited at the Museum of Ancient Culture of the National 

Academy of Sciences of Belarus), the Temple of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker and the 

Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Bulkov.  

 

 

Figure 32 Orthodox church of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker 
Źródło: radzima.org 

 

The churches of historical and cultural value also include: the Church of the Holy Cross and 

the classicist Cathedral of the Blessed Grand Duke Alexander Nevsky in Kobryn. In addition, 

the list includes the Bernardine monastery and the residential building of the Spassky 

Orthodox monastery, the history of which dates back to the 15th century, and the buildings 

themselves were built in the 17th-18th centuries (when it was Uniate). 

Particularly noteworthy is housing and public buildings, the accumulation of which can be 

found in Kobryn, especially at Freedom Square, which was built on the site of the former 

city center (market square). On the south side of the square, residential buildings have 
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been preserved in their original appearance and layout. However, among the public 

buildings, a pharmacy, a post office building (completely rebuilt, has lost its original 

appearance) and the building of the former Kobrin bank. 

Two parks have been entered into the register - Kobryn Park of Culture and Recreation and 

the remainder of the park in the village of Petrovichy - the former property of the Dzekoński 

family (entrance alley, single centuries-old trees and a 500-year-old oak). It is worth 

paying attention to the Educational and Entertainment Center "Park Polyanka", which offers 

an extensive recreation and relaxation area. 

The largest concentration of monuments is undoubtedly in Brest (5 out of 12 distinguished 

- most are located within the Brest Fortress: Monument to the Soviet Defenders of the 

Brest Fortress, Monument to the Border Heroes, Monumental sculpture "Thirst" and the 

obelisk in the shape of a bayonet) and in Kobryń (Monument to Prince Włodzimierz 

Vasilkovich and Duchess Olga Romanovna, Monument to Russian soldiers who won the first 

victory over Napoleon's army in the Russian Empire, a monument in honor of the founders 

of the city of Kobryn, VI Lenin monument and a commemorative sign of the twin cities – 

in the form of carved plaques with the names of the places, from which the Kobrin district 

maintains twin contacts (11 cities), coats of arms and distances from them). In addition, 

in the village of Cherevachitsy there is a monument to the inhabitants of the village who 

were shot in 1943, and in the village of Selishche there is a memorial plaque in the 

watershed of the Dnieper and Vistula basins. 

 

 

Figure 33 Brest Fortress 
Source: www.podrozepoeuropie.pl 
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Nine museums have been distinguished within the Kayak Trail along the Dnieper-Bug Canal 

and the Mukhavets River. Six of them are located in Brest, two in Kobryn and one in Załuz. 

One of the selected museums is the Military History Museum, founded in the 18th-century 

Suvorov Court, dedicated to the memory of this Russian general. The museum is divided 

into two permanent exhibitions located in separate buildings: House - museum 

of Aleksander Suvorov and the History of Kobryn Region. Another noteworthy one is the 

archaeological museum in Brest. The exhibition in the form of the remains of medieval 

wooden houses is the result of archaeological works carried out in the second half of the 

19th century. XX century. 

Among the cemeteries, the necropolis located north of the Brest Fortress - the garrison 

cemetery - deserves special attention. It is the resting place of Polish and Soviet soldiers 

who lost their lives while serving in the fortress. On the site of the former village of Orzeł, 

burnt by the Nazis, the remains of 27 people are buried in a mass grave. In order 

to commemorate these people, a memorial plaque was placed on the site of one of the 

burnt houses. 

Undoubtedly, the Brzeska Fortress, erected in the first half of the 19th century at the mouth 

of the Mukhavets River into the Bug, should be considered the biggest attraction among 

the Belarusian fortifications. The fortress is a whole complex of fortifications, including the 

Terespol Gate, Chełm Gate (with numerous visible marks of projectiles) and the Star Gate. 

Moreover, the redoubts - the Eastern Redoubt and the Western Redoubt are an interesting 

independent fortification work. 
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Analysis of cultural life 

Polish-Ukrainian cultural cooperation 

The basic acts regulating Polish-Ukrainian cultural cooperation are:  

• Treaty Between Ukraine and the Republic of Poland on Good Neighbourhood, 

Friendly Relations and Cooperation, drawn up in Warsaw on May 18, 1992.  

• Agreement between the Government of Ukraine and the Government of the 

Republic of Poland on Cooperation in Education, Science and Culture., made in Kiev 

on May 20, 1997.    

The Ministry of Culture and National Heritage of the Republic of Poland together with the 

Ministry of Culture and Tourism of Ukraine as well as diplomatic representations and 

institutions such as the Adam Mickiewicz Institute, the National Institute of Polish Heritage 

Abroad "Polonika", the National Cultural Center, and the Book Institute develop Polish-

Ukrainian cooperation in the field of culture. In addition, this cooperation is developed 

thanks to direct agreements at the level of provinces and districts, partner cities, cultural 

institutions, artistic institutions, museums as well as unions and associations.   

Cooperation between Poland and Ukraine is implemented through a number of long-term 

projects under, among others Cross-border Program Poland-Belarus-Ukraine, within such 

areas as: theater, film, visual arts, new media, culture management, current music. One 

of the most important areas of Polish-Ukrainian cultural cooperation are also actions taken 

to save objects of common cultural heritage. 

 

Polish-Belarusian cultural cooperation 

The cooperation of Belarus and Poland in the field of culture takes place on the basis of: 

• Agreements between the Government of the Republic of Belarus and the 

Government of the Republic of Poland on cooperation in the field of culture, science 

and education of November 27, 1995.,  

• Agreements between the Government of the Republic of Belarus and the 

Government of the Republic of Poland on cooperation in the field of historical and 

cultural heritage protection of March 25, 1995.  

A special role in the development of Polish-Belarusian cultural cooperation is played by 

cyclical events at which music groups, symphony orchestras, classical music units and 

dance groups from Poland and Belarus present themselves.  

Polish-Belarusian cooperation is also developing in the area of museology and library 

science. Polish-Belarusian cultural cooperation also includes activities aimed at saving 

objects of common cultural heritage. 
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Celebrations of national and religious holidays as well as regional customs and 

practices 

 

Christmas holidays 

The Ukrainian and Belarusian Christmas Eve supper resembles a Polish supper: Christmas 

tree decoration, 12 Christmas Eve dishes. However, Greek Catholic and Orthodox churches 

celebrate holidays according to the Julian calendar, which is shifted in time to the Gregorian 

calendar used by the Roman Catholic Church in Poland. 

Therefore, Christmas Eve and Christmas in Ukraine and Belarus are celebrated 13 days 

later than in Poland. In Poland, Christmas Eve falls on December 24, 2019 and Christmas 

on December 25, 2019. In Ukraine and Belarus, Christmas Eve falls on January 6, 2020, 

and Christmas on January 7, 2020. 

In Ukraine and Belarus - on January 18, on the eve of the Baptism of the Lord, people sit 

down to the second supper, known as homage (hungry) kutia, during which dishes such 

as on January 6, i.e. the first Christmas Eve are served. In some places in Ukraine on this 

day, the shape of a cross is cut out in the frozen ponds and lakes, and in such a prepared 

ice hole, people wash off their sins. The Christmas season ends on January 19 with the 

Baptism of the Lord. A procession starts from the church to the nearest lake or river, where 

the water is consecrated. Which the faithful take home, sprinkling it on buildings and 

animals. An interesting custom is that kutia (a traditional dish of the Christmas period) 

should be eaten in 12 different houses to ensure your well-being. 

It should be noted that in the western part of Ukraine, and especially in cities such as Lviv, 

Stanisławów or Lutsk, Christmas is celebrated in a new style, i.e. the same calendar as the 

faithful in Poland. 

 

The custom of sharing a Christmas wafer  

This custom is known only in the Roman Catholic Church in Poland and Lithuania. During 

Christmas in Ukraine and Belarus, the faithful of the Greek Catholic and Orthodox 

Churches, instead of the Christmas wafer, share the prosperity during the supper. 

Prosfora is a small bread resembling a yeast cake. The word comes from the Greek and 

meant bringing, it was customary for the first Christians to bring bread home so that they 

could make the Eucharist. The prosfora consists of two round parts symbolizing the dual 

nature of Christ: human and divine. Prosfora is used during Holy Communion in the Greek 

Catholic and Orthodox Churches in Ukraine, as well as at the Christmas Eve table by 

sharing it with loved ones. Older women in the presbytery usually bake the prosfora. 

A Roman Catholic can share a prophecy with Greek Catholics, as well as accept it after 

consecration as the Body of Christ, if, as is the case in the Roman Catholic Church, he is 

in a state of sanctifying grace, i.e. after confession. 
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Christmas crib 

In the Greek Catholic and Orthodox Churches, sculptures are not used, and the icon is 

sacred and a continuation of the apparitions. For this reason, during Christmas, in the 

central point of the church, in front of the iconostasis (a decorative wall covered with icons), 

the icon of the Nativity of Christ is displayed. On the icon of the Nativity of Christ there is 

the Baby Jesus in the central point, next to him is Mary and Joseph (scene of the drama of 

Joseph tempted by the devil, dressed as a shepherd in sheep's clothing), as well as the 

Three Magi from the East, Shepherds and Angels. 

Carol singing and Belarusian caladas 

As in Poland, in Ukraine and Belarus, there is a tradition of singing Christmas carols. At the 

same time, groups of carollers are more popular than in Poland. The most beautiful groups 

of carolers can be found in the Ukrainian Transcarpathia and the Hutsul region. Carol 

singers choose "Patch", "Birch" and "Treasurer", "Chlebowy", "Gwiazdowy", as well as 

violinists and dancers. This tradition is still practiced today, but mainly in the countryside. 

During the Christmas season, the characteristic Ukrainian koliadky, or Christmas carols, 

are sung, and the schdrivka, that is, New Year's songs. In the east of Ukraine, the attribute 

of carolers is usually a star decorated with colored paper and ribbons, and in Western 

Ukraine, carolers walk with Christmas crib. This custom resembles the Polish nativity play. 

Belarusians call Christmas "Kalads" or "Kuccia", which was associated with the celebration 

of three festive evenings called Kuccia: fast, rich and water. Kuccia means pearl barley - 

which is treated as a symbol of life. The first Kuccia - Lenten - is otherwise called Christmas 

Eve. After the first Christmas Eve Kucci, groups of carollers began to walk around the 

village, wishing their hosts wishes. Carolers dressed up as animals - bear, stork, magpie. 

To this day, the most important carol-singing figure is the goat, who personifies family 

order, prosperity and harvest. A unique game for northern Belarus was "Żeniaczka 

Ciareszki", during which young people played a mock wedding and a wedding reception. 

Kalady ends with the Water Kuccia. In some regions it was customary to "write Kalada". 

The inhabitants used chalk to draw crosses on huts and farm buildings, sometimes in the 

form of a horse or a goose. In this way, the space that returned to everyday life was 

marked. 
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Maslenitsa 

Maslenitsa - a custom associated with saying goodbye to winter and welcoming spring. 

Maslenitsa is celebrated in the last week before Lent. Dances and pancakes (pancakes) are 

the inherent elements of this festival. It was once believed that by eating a pancake you 

eat a particle of the sun's heat and strength. 

Easter 

An important spring festival is Wełykdeń (Easter). Traditionally, on Easter night, one should 

take part in an all-night service. You come to the church with a basket filled with Easter 

eggs and Easter. Chresnyj chid begins at midnight, and the entire service continues until 

morning. As in the Christian tradition, Easter Sunday begins with a festive breakfast. 

According to tradition, a week after Easter in Ukraine, the feast of the dead is called 

"hrobki". On this day, relatives of the deceased meet in Ukrainian cemeteries and share 

food and drink with the deceased. In Belarus, in some villages, the rite of "valachobniki" is 

practiced - young men and boys go from house to house and make Easter wishes. 

Midsummer night 

It is celebrated on the eve of John's name day, that is from 23 to 24 June. It is customary 

for girls to weave coronets, which then set them back into the river, thus sending back old, 

unfulfilled or unhappy feelings. Midsummer's Eve is associated with a fortune-telling: the 

bunch set on the water should be fished out by the bachelor. If this does not happen, the 

owner will not know love all year round. If the young man does not catch any coronet 

during the Night, he will also live the next twelve months alone. An even worse omen is 

when the coronet becomes entangled in rushes or sinks. This could mean trouble in love, 

misplaced feelings, or old age. The coronet is a symbol of femininity, it should be woven 

from the most beautiful flowers and magic herbs, and additionally it should also contain an 

element of fire: torch, bark or wax candles, which augurs fertility. 

Kupała Night (Sobótka, Wianki) 

It is a pagan holiday, celebrated on July 7. It was believed that this is a magical night on 

which the magical fern flower blooms, and whoever finds it will get all the treasures of the 

earth. On that day, brides and bachelors gathered by the river to play by the fires. The 

main entertainment of the evening was jumping over the fire. The successful jump was 

a good omen for health, and the successful jump of the lovers heralded their imminent 

wedding. That night, girls threw coronets with burning torches, and bachelors fished them 

out. These rites have survived to this day. In some places, they take a modern form, 

dominated by dances, artistic performances, competitions for the most beautiful coronets 

and sports competitions. The table below presents religious and state celebrations 

in Poland, Ukraine and Belarus.  



 

Strategy for the Kayak Trails Development created as part of the project „Bug unites us – creating two cross-border kayaking tourist 

trails” 

108 Tourist potential analysis 

Table 1 List of national and religious celebrations in Poland, Ukraine and Belarus 

Celebration Ukraine Poland Belarus 

Celebration of 
national 
holidays 

• • Ukrainian Unity Day - January 22, 
• • Defense of the Fatherland Day - 23 

February 
• • Labor Day / May Day - May 4 
• • Day of the Victory over Nazism in 

World War II - May 9, 
• • Europe Day - May 15, 

• • Day of the Constitution of Ukraine - 
June 28 

• • Baptism Day of Kievan Rus - July 28, 
• • Independence Day - August 24 
• • Day of the Defender of Ukraine - 

October 14 
• • Freedom Day since 2004 - "Orange 

Revolution" - November 22. 

• • National Day of 
Remembrance of the Cursed 
Soldiers - March 1 

• • Labor Day - May 1 
• • Feast of the Flag of the 

Republic of Poland - May 2 
• • Constitution Day May 3 

• • National Victory Day - May 8 
• • National Day of 

Remembrance of the Warsaw 
Uprising - August 1 

• • Day of Solidarity and 

Freedom - August 31 
• • National Independence Day - 

November 11 
• • Polish Army Day - August 15 

• Defender of the Fatherland Day 
- February 23 

• • Constitution Day - March 15, 
• • Labor Day - May 1 
• • Victory Day - May 9 

• • Independence Day of the 
Republic of Belarus - 3 July 

• • October Revolution Day - 
November 7 

Christmas 

celebration 

• • 24 December - Christmas Eve in Ukraine in 

the Roman Catholic Church. 
• • 25 December - Christmas in Ukraine in the 

Roman Catholic Church. 
• Ukrainians celebrate Christmas 13 days 

later, but they are also free on December 
25. Despite the fact that they are Greek 
Catholic or Orthodox, they go to church that 

day, like Catholics to church. In some cities' 
Markets, nativity scenes are opened. 

• December 26 - the second day of Christmas 
(St. Stephen). 

• • January 1 - New Year in Lviv (Новий 
рік) 

• • 6 January - Christmas Eve in Ukraine in 

the Greek Catholic and Orthodox 
churches. 

Residents meet at homes for the Christmas Eve 
supper. At that time, the Epiphany (Epiphany) 
feast is celebrated in the Roman Catholic Church 
in Ukraine and Poland. 

December 24 - Christmas Eve 

December 25 - Christmas 
January 1 - New Year 

January 6 - Epiphany 
 

• • 24 December - Christmas Eve in 

the Roman Catholic Church. 
• • 25 December - Christmas in the 

Roman Catholic Church. 
• • 26 December - the second day of 

Christmas (St. Stephen's). 
• • 6 January - Christmas Eve in the 

Greek Catholic and Orthodox 

Church. 
• • January 7 - Christmas in the 

Greek Catholic and Orthodox 
Church (Julian calendar) 

• • January 14 - New Year in the 
Greek Catholic Church. 

• • The night of January 18 to 

January 19 - Baptism of the Lord. 
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Celebration Ukraine Poland Belarus 

• • January 7 - Christmas in Ukraine (Різдво 
Христове) in the Greek Catholic and 

Orthodox Church (Julian calendar)  
Ukrainians celebrate Christmas, this day ends 
with a 40-day Advent called Pyłipivka, which lasts 
from November 27. 
• • January 8 - the second day of Christmas in 

Lviv, the so-called st. Families. 

• • January 9 - the third day of Christmas in 

Lviv, the so-called st. Stefan (Szczepan). 
• • 14 January - New Year in the Greek Catholic 

Church, the so-called Old New Year. Malanka 
- celebrating the New Year according to the 
Julian calendar. Night of January 13-14. New 
Year's Eve games in Ukraine. 

• • 18 January - Hungry Kutia (Голодна кутя). 
Also known as the Second Christmas Eve or 
the Baptism of the Lord. It ends the 
Christmas season in the Greek Catholic and 
Orthodox churches. 

• • January 19 - the Feast of Jordan (Водохре 

czyliе) (or Epiphany - Богоявлення) in the 

Greek Catholic and Orthodox Church. Church 
services in Ukraine, procession and blessing 
of water. Ukrainians make ritual baths in 
specially designated places. 

Celebration of 

Easter holidays 

• • The Annunciation - April 7 

• • Palm Sunday 
• • Easter 
• • Orthodox Easter: the designated date for 

this holiday is based on the calendar of the 
Christian Orthodox Church; 

• • Holy Easter Monday: extension of the 
celebration of Easter for Orthodox believers; 

• • Orthodox Pentecost: Christian feast to 
commemorate the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit on the Apostles. It is celebrated 50 
days after Orthodox Easter, hence the name 
"Pentecost"; 

• • Palm Sunday 

• • Holy Week 
• • Easter 
• • Easter Monday 
• • Solemnity of the Ascension of the 

Lord 

• • Pentecost Sunday - Pentecost 
day 

•  
• Other religious holidays: 
• November 1 - All Saints' Eve 
• November 2 – All Souls’ Day 
• August 15 - Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 

• • Palm Sunday 

• • Easter 
• • Orthodox Easter: the designated 

date for this holiday is based on 
the calendar of the Christian 
Orthodox Church; 

• • Holy Easter Monday: extension of 
the celebration of Easter for 

Orthodox believers; 
• • Orthodox Pentecost: Christian 

feast to commemorate the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit on 
the Apostles. It is celebrated 50 
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Celebration Ukraine Poland Belarus 

• • Orthodox Pentecost Feast: a day later is a 
public holiday, so for Orthodox believers it is 

a day off from work; 
• • Orthodox Passover 
• • Orthodox Pentecost 
• • Pentecostal Monday 

days after Orthodox Easter, hence 
the name "Pentecost"; 

• • Orthodox Pentecost Feast: a day 
later is a public holiday, a day off 
from work; 

• • Orthodox Passover 
• Other religious holidays: 
• • Orthodox Pentecost 

• • Pentecostal Monday 

• • Radonitsa (Spring Day of the 
Dead) -11 May 

• • Presentation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary - December 4 

Secular holidays Valentine's Day - February 14 

Women's Day - March 8 
Maślenica - March 8 
Cosmonautics Day - April 12 
Memorial day for the victims of the 
Chernobyl nuclear power plant accident - 
April 26 

Mother's Day - May 12 

Father's Day - June 16 
Kupała Night - July 7 
Tourism Day - September 27 
Teacher's Day - October 6 
Halloween or Samhain - The night of 
October 31 to November 1 

Student's Day - November 17 
St. Andrew's Day - December 12 
St. Nicholas - December 19 

Valentine's Day - February 14 

Women's Day - March 8 
Mother's Day - May 26 
Father's Day - June 23 
Midsummer - June 21 
Teacher's Day - October 14 
Student's Day - November 17 

Andrew's Day - November 29 

St. Nicholas - December 6 

Women's Day - March 8 

Memorial day for the victims of the 
Chernobyl nuclear power plant 
accident - April 26 
Father's Day - June 19 
Teacher's Day - the first Sunday in 
October 

Mother's Day - October 14 

Grandfather Frost and Snowflake - 
January 7 

Source: http://www.nieznanaukraina.pl/1593/swieta-ukraina/;  https://ukrainamarcina.pl/;  http://www.dniwolne.eu
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Cultural activities 

Cultural activity on the Polish side 

Cultural activities on the Polish side are mainly carried out by municipal and municipal 

cultural and sports centers. In the municipal cultural and sports centers, recitals, film 

screenings, poetry evenings and celebrations commemorating important patriotic and 

religious events are organized. The activity of communal public libraries complements the 

cultural life of the commune. Libraries run various forms of work with children and 

teenagers, including reading competitions, art classes, classes with a child reader, and 

National Readings. Singers and ritual folk groups operate in the analyzed area, cultivating 

the traditions of this region, folk culture and folklore. You can also meet folk artists here, 

incl. poets, painters and those who make artistic Easter eggs, lace, wooden products and 

other handicrafts. For over a dozen years, as part of the "ethnic penetration of cultures", 

sports, tourist and cultural exchange has been maintained between communes in Poland, 

Ukraine and Belarus.  

Hrubieszowski, Włodawski, Wyszkowski and Siemiatycze districts have a rich tourist and 

cultural offer. The largest number of cultural events takes place in the following 

municipalities: Drohiczyn, Mielnik, Brańszczyk and Wyszków, Włodawa and Siemiatycze, 

Serock, Małkinia Górna, Sterdyń and Ceranów, Jabłonna Lacka, Kosów Lacki, Ruda-Huta, 

Terespol and Sadowne - localities directly related to the water trail.  

Cyclical events are regional and nationwide. Due to the close proximity of Ukraine and 

Belarus, international events are also organized. Events are organized mainly in the 

summer months, in open areas, constituting a branded tourism product. During the 

Christmas and Easter holidays, Christmas markets are also held in individual communes.  

Cultural activity on the Polish side also means developed craftsmanship traditions. The 

following craft traditions are developed in the Sokołów district: 

• weaving, 

• wafer cutouts, 

• artistic handcraft, 

• embroidery, 

• wood sculpture, 

• wickering, 

• playing on wooden folk horns („ligawka”), 

• regional cuisine, 

There are also theaters and ballet groups in the analyzed area, such as the Azumi Theater 

in Dorohusk, the OKO Theater in Ruda-Huta, the Scena Kotłownia Theater (Ostrów 

Mazowiecki), the KONTAKT Theater and the Ecarte ballet group from Włodawa. 
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The most important cyclical events: 

Culinary events 

• Bialski Festival of Polish „Sękacze” in Łomazy (september), 

• The Bug River culinary fair in Horodło (july)  – exhibitors from the culinary industry, 

competition for the Hrubieszowski Regional Product 

• Promotional Kayaking on the Bug River, Mielnik - Drohiczyn - Brok (end of june), 

• International Festival "Culture Without Borders" in Siemiatycze (july), 

• The International Borderland Fair in Siemiatycze (july), 

• Festival of Korowaj Mielnicki in Mielnik (may) - an event promoting local culinary 

and cultural heritage. The festival is accompanied by a culinary competition for the 

best korovai. 

• Christmas Easter Market combined with the County Competition of Traditional 

Easter Baking in Sokołów Podlaski (april), 

• Feast of Podlaska in Jabłonna-Lacka (august), 

• The Christmas Market combined with the Play Presentation at wooden horns 

“Ligawki” in Sokołów Podlaski (december). 

• Potato Festival in Krupiński (september). 

Historical events 

• Archaeological Feast in Masłomęcz (July) - performances by groups reconstructing 

the Roman period and demonstrations of crafts from old times. 

• Rally of Vikings and Slavs in Drohiczyn (June), 

• Commemorating the events: the Battle of June 1963 at Nagoszew, the partisan 

battle at Pecynka, Operation "Storm" of the Battle of Łętownica and Andrzejewo. 

Music festivals, music events and dances 

• Border 835 – European Days of Good Neighbors in Kryłów / Krecziw (August) - 

performances of vocal and artistic groups from Ukraine and Poland, competitions, 

dances. 

• Culture without Borders in Terespol (june) – a music festival during which music 

bands from Poland and Belarus perform. 

• Musical Dialogues on the Bug River – nationwide presentations of the culture of 

national minorities (first half of August), attended, among others, by Roma, teams 

from Lithuania, Russia, Belarus and Ukraine. 

• Siemiatycze Blues Festiwal in Siemiatycze (august)  

• National Polish Dance Tournament "O Podlaską Szyszke" (first weekend after the 

end of the school year, Siemiatycze), 

• Bug River Presentations of Brass Bands (Siemiatycze, has been taking place since 

1992 in June), 



 

Strategy for the Kayak Trails Development created as part of the project „Bug unites us – 

creating two cross-border kayaking tourist trails” 

113 Tourist potential analysis 

• The Bug River Festival of Theaters for Children „GADUCHA” - the festival is a three-

day event for whole families in Sarnaki 

• European Bug River Folk Meetings in Sokołów Podlaski (may) – popularization of 

folklore and traditions of multicultural regions of Europe, including - in a special way 

- the Bug River areas on both sides of the river. Artists from Poland, Belarus and 

Ukraine participated in the first editions of the meetings. In the following years, 

teams from the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Russia, Latvia and Bulgaria 

joined. 

• Bug River Night in Małkińska (july), 

• Brok and Biala Forest Days - a cyclical two-day outdoor event: shows, presentations 

of the tourist and cultural offer of our region, fairs of folk art, tastings of regional 

dishes, performances of folk and feast groups and numerous concerts of stars. The 

Days of Brok and the Biała Forest have traditionally been held in July since 1978. 

• District Review of Christmas Carols and Pastorals in Wyszków (december). 

• Anniversary celebrations of John Paul II in Brańszczyk (April, October) - concert of 

classical music.  

• Religious and Patriotic Song Review in Wyszków (May) - a cultural event 

popularizing national traditions combined with the celebration of the anniversary of 

the adoption of the Constitution of May 3.  

• Festival of Creativity of Children and Youth with Disabilities "Open Stage" - 

organized by the Polish Association for Persons with Mental Handicaps (PSOUU) 

Circle in Wyszków. 

 

Theater events, cabaret shows 

• National Festival of Theaters and Monodramists - "Wyżyna Teatralna" in Ruda-Huta 

(August). "The Theater Upland" is a meeting of the most interesting theaters, both 

from the Lublin province and from other regions of Poland. The presentations of the 

performances are combined with workshops, open-air presentations, accompanying 

performances and with the participation of recognized Polish artists.  

• Name Day Celebrations of Oak Bolko – “Bolkowanie”, Commune of Ruda-Huta 

(August). The thousand-year-old Bolko oak grows in the Ruda-Huta commune. 

There is a legend connected with the oak that says that Bolesław the Brave was 

resting under it, getting ready for an expedition to Kievan Ruthenia. The event is a 

two-day picnic.  

• Cabaret show by the Bug River - a one-day open-air event in the form of a review 

of cabaret groups (September). 

• European Bug River Folk Meetings in Sokołów Podlaski (May) - popularization of the 

folklore and traditions of multicultural regions of Europe, including - in a special way 
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- the Bug River areas on both sides of the river. Artists from Poland, Belarus and 

Ukraine participated in the first editions of the meetings. In the following years, 

teams from the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Russia, Latvia and Bulgaria 

joined. 

 

Cultural events 

• The Three Cultures Festival in Włodawa (September) - The Three Cultures Festival 

has been organized since 1995. The festival is a three-day event that serves to 

educate and promote the local tradition of the borderland of cultures, teach 

tolerance and coexistence of the followers of Orthodoxy, Judaism, Catholicism and 

Protestantism. The symbol of the festival is a tree whose three colorful branches - 

leaves (light green, dark green and blue) grow from a common trunk. This tree is 

recognizable not only in Włodawa and used during the festival, but also in tourist 

guides advertising Włodawa - the city of three cultures. 

• The three-point festival in Orchówek (July) - the festival presents the broadly 

understood culture of the borderland: folklore, culinary and everyday life traditions. 

• Bug River Feast in Sławatycze (August) - An event popularizing the folk culture of 

national, ethnic and ethnographic groups living in the Bug River regions of Poland, 

Belarus and Ukraine. 

• Open-air event "Horse Festival", Brańszczyk (May). 

• International Art Open Air "Kresy 92" in Wola Uhruska (August). 

• District Painting Workshop in Brańszczyk (holiday period). 

 

Sports events 

• Promotional Kayaking on the Bug River, Mielnik - Drohiczyn - Brok (end of June), 

• "500 kayaks" kayaking trip - Drohiczyn - Granne 
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Figure 34 Participants of the "500 kayaks" event in Drohiczyn 
Source: http://500kajakow.pl/ 

 

• Anna Jabłonowska runs, 

• National Rally of Mopeds and Motorcycles MOTORIADA (holiday period), 

• Polish National Fishing Competition Jan Frączek for the Cup of the Chairman of 

NSZZ "Solidarity" (end of June in Wólka on the Bug, "Trojon" fisheries in Mielnik), 

• Grand Prix in cross-country races - Małkinia Górna (October), 

• International Indoor Football Tournament "Kresy" in Chełm, Dorohusk, Wola 

Uhruska and Włodawa (January-February). 

• Retro Moto Show in Sadowne (August). 

 

Moreover, each commune organizes its holiday during the holiday season, these are 

musical and cultural events, such as Mielnik Commune Days (beginning of July), Drohiczyn 

Days (end of July), Siemiatycze Days (end of June). In Włodawa, there is the "Zachęta" 

cinema presenting educational documentaries in the augmented reality (VR) technology. 

The "Zachęta" VR cinema is an educational cinema, where you can watch films produced 

by the Museum-Synagogue Complex in Włodawa in virtual reality technology.: 

• Shabbat Shalom - presents a Shabbat dinner in a Jewish family. The projection is 

opened and closed by the most important symbol of the Sabbath, Shalom - a symbol 

of light, i.e. burning Sabbath candles. 

• Sobótki Poleskie - the film tells about the rituals of Midsummer in Polesie. 
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Cultural activity in the analyzed area is also supported by ethnographic museums 

(including the Ethnographic Museum in Prostynia), as well as numerous non-governmental 

organizations, including: 

• Senior Clubs, 

• Prostyń Land Lovers Association, 

• Małkiński Circle Association, 

• Society of the Lovers of the Ostrowska Land in Ostrow Mazowiecka, 

• Brok Friends Society, 

• Ostrów Association of People with Passion, 

• Association for the Development of the Zarębska Region, 

• Association-Wąsewska Land, 

• Society „Nasze Boguty”,  

• Society for the Development of Andrzejewska Land, 

• The Ostrowska Initiative Association. 

• Association for the Support of National Culture „Małe Podlasie”,  

• Society of Friends of the Mielnik Region,  

• Society of Friends of Siemiatycze,  

• Association „Bioregion”,  

• Bug River Educational Association,  

• Association „Centrum na Wschodzie”, 

• Bug River Society of Friends of Fine Arts and many others. 

• Association for the Development of the Sadowne Commune, 

• Singing band "Sadowianki", 

• Society of Friends of the Sadowne Land, 

• Cultural and Educational Association "Działam", 

• Foundation „Akomodacja”, 

• private cultural institutions: Agrochmielik and Retro Skibniew (Sokołów district). 

 

The table below presents the most important cultural institutions operating in the analyzed 

area, along with a list of the most important cyclical events, divided into districts and 

communes. 
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Table 2 List of cultural institutions operating on the Waterway with a list of cyclical events 

District Cultural institutions Historical events Music festivals Culinary events Sports events Other cultural 

events 

H
R
U

B
IE

S
Z
O

W
S
K
I 

• GOK  in Uchaniach, 
• GOK in Werbkowicach, 
• GOK in Trzeszczanach, 
• Hrubieszowski Dom 

Kultury, 
• GDK in Hrubieszowie, 

• GDK in Horodle, 
• GOK in Mirczu, 
• Border Culture and 
Recreation Center in 
Dołhobyczów. 

1) Archaeological 
feast in 
Masłomęcz 

1) Border 835 - 
European Days 
of Good-
Neighborhood 

1) Bug River 
District Culinary 
Market in Horodło 

  

C
H

E
Ł
M

S
K
I 

• GOKiS Dorohusk, 
• GOK w Dubience, 
• GOK w Ruda-Huta, 
• GDK w Rudzie-Kolonii, 
• Community Center in 

Żalin, 
• Culture and Recreation 

Center in Rudka. 

   
1Cross-country 
run with 
Bolesław  

1) The "Theater 
Upland" festival in 
Ruda-Huta 
2) Bolkowanie, 
Ruda-Huta 

Commune 
3) Holi Festival of 

Colors, 
Cabaret on the 
Bug River  

W
Ł
O

D
A
W

S
K
I 

• MDK im. Oskara 

Kolberga, Włodawa, 
• Włodawski House of 
Culture, 
• GOKiS, Hanna, 
• GOK w Hańsku, 
• Association „Poleska 
Dolina Bugu”. 

 
1) Festival of 

Three Cultures 
in Włodawa 

2) International 
Polesie 
Summer with 
Folklore 

3) Natural Arts 

Festival „Zew 
Natury” 

1) Holen Fair in 

Hola 

1) The Iron 

Triathlon in 
Włodawa 
2) Race wreck 
3) Sobiborski 
Run 
4) Motopiknik in 
Wola Uhruska 

 1) Festival of 

Three Cultures in 
Włodawa 
2) "Kresy 92" Art 
Open Air in Wola 
Uhruska 
2) Farewell to the 
Bug River 

Summer in Hanna 
3) Hanna's name 
day in Hanna 
4) A festival at the 
tripoint in 
Orchówek 

5) Włodawa Days 
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District Cultural institutions Historical events Music festivals Culinary events Sports events Other cultural 
events 

B
IA

L
S
K
I 

• GOK Janów Podlaski, 

• GCKSiT Kodeń,  
• GCK in 
Konstantynowie,  
• GOK Leśna Podlaska, 
• GCKiS in Piszczac,  
• GIK Rokitno, 

• GOK Sławatycze, 

• GOK Sosnówka, 
• MOK Terespol, 
• GOK Zalesie, 
• Association of Friends 
of the Konstantynów 
Region.  

 1) Culture 

without Borders 
in Terespol 

1) Bug River feast 

in Sławatycze 
2) Janów Feast of 
Herbs 

1) Annual 

kayaking trip on 
the Bug River in 
Konstantynów, 
2) A family bike 
rally in 
Konstantynów 

1) Culture without 

Borders in 
Terespol 

2) Janów Podlaski 
Days 

3) Konstantynów 
days 

4) Midsummer, 

Gnojno 

S
IE

M
IA

T
Y
C
K
I 

 

• GOK in Milejczyce,  
• GOKSiR in Mielnik, 
• GOUK in Nurcu-Stacji, 
• M-GOK in Drohiczyn,  
• Siemiatycze Cultural 

Center. 

1Rally of Vikings 
and Slavs in 
Drohiczyn 

1) Musical 
Dialogues on the 
Bug River 
Siemiatycze 
Blues Festival in 

Siemiatycze 

2) National 
Polish Dance 
Tournament "O 
Podlaską 
Szyszkę", 
Siemiatycze 

3) Bug River 
Presentations of 
Brass Bands in 
Siemiatycze 
4) Children's 

Religious Song 
Festival in 

Siemiatycze 

1) International 
Festival "Culture 
Without Borders" 
in Siemiatycze 
2) Borderland Fair 

in Siemiatycze 

3) Bug River 
Herbal Meetings 
in Koryciny 
4) Festival of 
Korowaj Mielnicki 
in Mielnik 

1) Promotional 
Canoeing on the 
Bug River, 
Mielnik - 
Drohiczyn - Brok 

2) „500 kayaks” 

3) Anna 
Jabłonowska 
runs, 
3) MOTORIADA 
Mopeds and 
Motorcycles Rally 

4) Polish 
National Fishing 
Competition Jan 
Frączek 
 

1Mielnik 
Commune Days 
2) Drohiczyn Days 
3) Siemiatycze 
Days 

4) Folk handicraft 

workshops - 
Easter eggs, 
weaving, palm 
trees 
5) Midsummer - 
Drohiczyn 
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District Cultural institutions Historical events Music festivals Culinary events Sports events Other cultural 
events 

S
IE

D
L
E
C
K
I 

• Commune Public 

Library in Korczew 
• Palace in Korczew 

    1) The magic of 

the 20's 
2) Kupała Night 
3) Green Korczew 

Ł
O

S
IC

E
 

• GOK in Sarnaki  1)  Holiday Song 

Festival 

  1) The Bug River 

Festival of 
Theaters for 
Children 
"GADUCHA" in 
Sarnaki 

2) Sarnaki 
Commune Days 

S
O

K
O

Ł
O

W
S
K
I 

• Sokołowski Cultural 
Center 
• PDK Sokołów Podlaski, 
• GOK Jabłonna Lacka,  

• GOSiK in Sterdyń, 

 1) European Bug 
Folk Meetings in 
Sokołów Podlaski 

1) Festive Easter 
Market 
2) Feast of 
Podlaska in 

Jabłonna-Lacka 
Christmas market 
combined with the 
presentation of 
the play in 
wooden horns 
„Ligawki” in 

Sokołów Podlaski 

 1) European Bug 
Folk Meetings in 
Sokołów Podlaski 
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District Cultural institutions Historical events Music festivals Culinary events Sports events Other cultural 
events 

O
S
T
R
O

W
S
K
I 

• GOKiS in Małkinia 

Górna, 
• GOKiS in Boguty-

Pianki.  

Commemorative:  

1) events: Bitwy 
June 1963 near 
Nagoszewo,  
2) partisan battle 
at Pecynka, 
3Operation 

"Storm" of the 

Battle of 
Łętownica and 
Andrzejewo. 

1) Bug River 

Night in 
Małkińska 
2) Days of Brok 
and Puszczy 
Białej 

 1) Grand Prix in 

cross-country 
running - 
Małkinia Górna 
2) Run on the 
Wolf's Trail 
3) The run of 

freedom 

4) XXIII Autumn 
Runs in Małkiń 
and IV March of 
Nordic Walking 

 

W
Ę
G

R
W

O
S
K
I 

• MiGOK in Łochów, 

• The Węgrów Cultural 
Center 
• GOK in Sadowne 
• Museum of the 
Sadowne Land 
 

 

 

1) Patriotic 

celebrations 
dedicated to the 
anniversary of the 
Battle of Jerzyska 
and the Polish 
Army Day – 

Jerzyska 

2) Ceremonies 
commemorating 
the anniversary of 
Marshal Józef 
Piłsudski's visit to 
the Headquarters 

of the 4th Army in 
Łochów 

1) Festival of 

Melodies of 
God's Trumpets 
in Łochów 

1) Potato Festival 

in Krupińskiem 

1) Retro Moto 

Show in 
Sadowne 
2) Bug River 6- 
A run in honor of 
E. Grzymała 
3) Run on the 

Wolf's Trail 

4) The Łochów 
Flag Run 

1) Holiday Festival 

in Sadowne 
2) Midsummer 
Night - Łochów 
Palace 
3) Festival of 
Cultures Closer 

Lochów Days 
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District Cultural institutions Historical events Music festivals Culinary events Sports events Other cultural 
events 

W
Y
S
Z
K
O

W
S
K
I 

• GDK in Brańszczyk, 

• GCIKSiR in 
Długosiodle, 
• GOK in Somianka, 
• Wyszków Cultural 
Center "Hutnik", 
• GOK in Zabrodzie. 

 1) District 

Review of 
Christmas Carols 
and Pastorals in 
Wyszków 
2) Anniversary 
celebrations of 

John Paul II in 

Brańszczyk 
3) Religious and 
Patriotic Song 
Review in 
Wyszków 

  1) Open-air event 

"Horse Festival", 
Brańszczyk 
2) District Painting 
Workshop in 
Brańszczyk 
3) Festival "Open 

Stage" 

L
E
G

IO
N

O
W

S
K
I 

• Culture and Reading 
Center in Serock. 

 1) Serock folk in 
Serock 
2) Music 
fountains - 
Serock 

1) Christmas Eve 
meeting at the 
market square, 
Serock 

1) Wojciech Run 
in Serock 

1) Adalbert's 
celebration in 
Serock 
2) Wreaths in 
Wianki 
3) Craft 

workshops in the 

borough „To 
Barbarki robota”  
4) The Gift of the 
Earth Festival in 
Serock (first 
Sunday in 

September). 

Source: GIG Katowice 
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Cultural activity on the Belarusian side 

Brest region with the city of Brest 

The Brest region consists of the following localities: Czarnawczyce, Czernie, Domaczewo, 

Klejniki, Łyszczyce, Motykały Wielkie, Mukhavets, Radwanicze, Tomaszówka, Telmy, 

Znamienka. 

Cultural institutions: 

• Brest District Philharmonic - Brest Philharmonic was established on August 6, 1986. 

The task of the Brest Philharmonic Hall is to promote classical Belarusian music. 

The Philharmonic organizes numerous concerts, festivals and reviews. There is a 

chamber orchestra in its building, the group of soloists "Brześcianie", the ensemble 

"Krzesiwo", the ensemble "Muzzart". Philharmonic musicians have performed in 

Russia, Ukraine and Belarus. The Brest Philharmonic organizes such concerts as: 

"Musical Polesie", "Belarusian Musical Autumn" or "Music Festival”. 

• Brest Municipal Cultural Center - is a center of culture and entertainment, organizer 

of municipal mass events, theater performances, activities aimed at children and 

youth, and sports competitions. In the Brest Municipal Cultural Center there is 

a team of the Republic of Belarus, the Representative Dance Group "Radaść", the 

Representative Choir, and the Representative Choir of Veterans and Workers. M. 

Szoszczyca, Model Boys' Choir "Pieuniki", Model Dance Group "Nadzieja", 

Representative Stage Dance Group "Kaskad", Representative Vocal Group 

"Miliawica", Representative Stage Group "Maleńki Prync". In addition, there is the 

History Lovers Club "Brzeski Zamek", the Literary Association "Połackaja halina" 

and the Association of Folk Artists "Spadczyna". 

• Brzeski Puppet Theater - Brzeski Puppet Theater has existed since 1963. Every year 

it presents numerous performances for children and adults. The theater is one of 

the organizers of the International Theater Festival "White Tower”. 

• Railway Culture Center - the main task of the Culture Center is the development of 

amateur creativity and the organization of free time for railway workers and their 

families, as well as the development of creative abilities of the young generation. 

The institution has an auditorium for 287 seats, 2 ballet rehearsal rooms, and 

classrooms. The oldest ensemble in the country, established in 1946 - the National 

Theater, operates in the Cultural Center. The twenty-fifth season is staging its plays 

by the Representative Experimental Theater "Lusterka", and the Children's Word 

Art Studio is located at the Theater. The band "Fartuna" connects lovers of singing 

and playing musical instruments.  

• Palace of Culture of the Federation of Trade Unions of Belarus - located in the 

eastern part of Brest, it has a large theater and concert hall for 653 seats, a ballet 

hall, a sports and acrobatic hall, a cinema room with a 3D system for 165 seats, 
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studios and training rooms. There are groups in the Palace: dance, vocal (stage, 

classical and folk singing), circus, visual arts and others. Eight bands have the title 

of "Representative" and "Exemplary": Representative Circus Studio "Daugiały", 

Representative Song Group "Biareście", Exemplary Boys 'Choir, Representative 

Artistic Group "Brevis", Representative Veterans and Work Leaders' Choir, 

Exemplary Stage Dance Group "Asarci ", Model Studio for Visual Arts, 

Representative Stage Group" Spasienije ". 

 

Cyclical events: 

• International Theater Festival "White Tower" in Brest (October) - professional 

theaters from all over the world present themselves during the Festival, 

representing various genres of contemporary theater: classic and modern drama, 

puppet theater performances, dance theater, street performances. The festival 

promotes the development of Belarusian theater through international contacts. 

• Bike Festival (for motorcycle lovers), 

• Victory Days in Brest, 

• "Sporowskie Sianokosy" organized in the Sporowski reserve,  

• Maslenica (Maślenica) in Brest (February) - traditional winter games, including 

concerts, competitions, sports struggles with the participation of bands and soloists 

of the Palace of Culture and other cultural institutions, costumers, residents and 

guests of Brest. 

• Kupała Night in Brest (August) - picturesque rituals performed on Kupała Night 

include collecting herbs and flowers, weaving coronets and throwing them into the 

water, jumping over a fire, night bathing, looking for a fern flower. 

The "Belarus" cinema and the "Mir" cinema operate in the Brest region. Brest cinemas are 

equipped with modern equipment and 3D systems for three-dimensional projections.  

In the area of Brest also functions Merit of the Republic of Belarus team „Brzeski Academic 

Drama Theater named after the Leninist Komsomol of Belarus ”. The theater has been 

operating since 1944. About 470 theatrical performances by Belarusian and foreign authors 

were presented there, staged for viewers not only from Brest, but also residents of Russian, 

Ukrainian, Polish and Baltic countries. The theater is the organizer of the International 

Festival of Theater Art "White Tower". 

Kobryń is also an important cultural place on the Bug water trail on the Belarusian side.  
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Cultural activity on the Ukrainian side 

Volyn region 

There are 4 cities of regional importance in the Volyn region: the capital of the Lutsk region, 

Włodzimierz Wołyński, Kovel and Nowowołyńsk. Lutsk is the administrative and cultural 

center of the Volyn region however, it is quite far from the kayak trail and the Bug valley.  

The cultural infrastructure in the Volyn Region consists of 2 theatres, 605 libraries, 672 

clubs and centers, 4 recreational parks, 37 specialized primary art schools, 17 municipal 

museums and their three branches.  

Most of the region's cultural events take place in Lutsk however, for the trail users the 

most important events will take place in Włodzimierz Wołyński, where the, the festival 

"Włodzimierz" takes place here every year (in July) - a music festival with a theatre show 

"Włodzimierz Wołyński”. 

Cyclical events - Włodzimierz Wołyński: 

• Painters' open air "Koloryt", Włodzimerz Wołyński (July)  

• Taste in the Vladimir style (October)  

Cultural institutions: 

• Cultural and creative center, Włodzimierz Wołyński 

• Two public libraries 

 

Lviv region 

The water kayak trail also leads through the Lviv region, the capital of which is Lviv. In the 

analyzed area there is the City of Dolina, in which cyclical events take place every year: 

• Dolina city festival (august), 

• Festival of Boyko's Honey and Crafts, Dolina (August) - a unique cultural and 

ethnographic festival that takes place every year on the last Sunday of August and 

brings together the best beekeepers and masters of folk crafts not only from the 

Boyko region, but also from the whole of Western Ukraine. 

• Festival of Orchestras "Surmy Gór" - preservation, development and popularization 

of brass and brass bands. 

Sports events are regularly held in the town of Dolina. Including: Ukrainian free fighting 

championships, sports competitions dedicated to the Independence Day of Ukraine, bicycle 

field games to the City Day, football and volleyball tournaments, bicycle races. 

There are 11 amateur extracurricular artistic groups operating in the Dolina National 

Cultural Center, 9 of which have the title of "People's amateur" . 

Dolińska Central District Library - information, educational and cultural center of the 

region. At the library there are: the "Word" literary studio, the "Złota Jesień" club, the 

"English club", the "Window into the World" Information Center, the "ŚWIATOWID" 

Information Center, the "Dolyńszczyna - Day after Day" Religious Information Center. 
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For trail users on the Bug River, Czerwonograd will be an important place for cultural 

events. The most significant cultural institutions include: 

• Literary Association Czerwonograd im V. Bobynsky, 

• Chervonograd Literary Association "Third Horizon", 

• Lesia Ukrainka Chervonograd Drama Theater 

• Cultural Center in Chervonograd, 

• Polish Cultural Association of Lviv Region (Czerwonograd branch). 

 

The Bug River media 

The following are the major media outlets operating along the kayak trails and themed 

publications: 

Internet televisions: 

• E-TvBug, 

• TV Wschód, 

• TV Włodawa, 

• TV Kresy, 

• Podlaskie TV. 

Radio stations: 

• Radia Orthodoxia, 

• Radio Podlasie, 

• Polskie Radio Lublin, 

• Radio 1 Belerus, 

• Ukraińskie Radio. Łuck, 

• Radio Brest, 

• Radio BonTon – Chełm. 

Movies: 

• Dzika Polska – Bug mój Bóg, 

• Zakochaj się w Polsce – Wielokulturowy nurt Bugu, 

• Najciekawsze zakątki Powiatu Siemiatyckiego, 

• Polska z góry: Dolina Bugu, 

• Travel Channel – Dolina Bugu, 

• Kajakiem po Bugu ze Sławatycz do Jabłecznej i Kodnia . Spływ kajakowy Bugiem z 

Maciejem Orłosiem, 

• Rzeka Bug kajakiem przez trzy granice, 

• Włodawa – Miasto Trzech Kultur, 

• Czas niedawno przeszły – Rowerem przez Polesie, 



 

Strategy for the Kayak Trails Development created as part of the project „Bug unites us – 

creating two cross-border kayaking tourist trails” 

126 Tourist potential analysis 

• Vlog miejski – Włodawa. 

Magazines: 

• Życie Sokołowa, 

• Dziennik Wschodni, 

• „Wieści Podlaskie” – lokalny dwutygodnik, 

• Pismo Folkowe – czasopismo naukowe, 

• Kresy24, 

• Turystyka kulturowa – czasopismo naukowe,  

• Rynek Prowincjonalno-Kresowy, 

• Nasze Słowo" – tygodnik, 

• „Nad Buhom i Narwoju" - dwumiesięcznik. 

Publications: 

• Rezerwat biosfery Polesie Nadbużańskie. Część I – Walory przyrodnicze i kulturowe, 

• Roczniki Nadbużańskie Sławatycze, 

• Turystyczne Perły: Wola Uhruska, 

• Bug. Przewodnik dla kajakarzy. wyd. Tawa autor: Józef Tworek, 

• Drogi Wodne w Polsce - Przewodnik dla Wodniaków Tom I - Odra, Bug, Droga 

Wodna Mazury-Pisa-Narew-Wisła, Droga Wodna Kanał Augustowski-Biebrza-

Narew-Wisła; Aut. Jan Maria Wilczopolski, 

• Spravočnik po velosipednym maršrutam severnoj časti Evroregiona Bug; Aut.: 

Kalinowski, Szczepan, 

• Przewodnik turystyczny "Szlakiem rodu książęcego Sanguszków", 

• Przewodnik po rzece Bugu od Brześcia do Serocka i po Bugu-Narwi; Aut.: Puciata K., 

• Nadbużańskie historie; Anna Dąbrowska. 

Weblogs: 

• Podlasie Nadbużańskie. Grabarka, Koterka i błogi czas nad Bugiem, 

• Z wielokulturowym nurtem Bugu, 

• Karty dziedzictwa kulturowego miejscowości, 

• Blog regionalno-turystyczny o Podlasiu i Podlaskiem, 

• Bug – rajem dla turysty, poczuj nadbużańską sielankę, 

• My na szlaku, 

• Taste away, 

• Polska po godzinach
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The analysis concerns the current cultural situation of the area through which the Kayak 

Trail leads. The analysis of cultural life takes into account both cyclical events and events 

taking place in the analyzed area, as well as their context (related to folklore, local 

traditions, including crafts, and the way of life of the inhabitants). 

The analyzed area is located in the border area of Poland, Ukraine and Belarus, which has 

a very strong impact on the conducted cultural activity and largely determines both the 

opportunities and limitations of the development of the cultural potential of this area. An 

additional specificity is the significant dispersion of communes and the few urban centers 

existing in the area.  

 

Human potential  

The greatest potential in the analyzed area is human resources, both those already 

involved in the broadly understood cultural activity carried out by municipal cultural and 

sports centers, as well as those non-institutional, related to the rich traditions cultivated 

by local communities. There are numerous professional artistic groups operating in the 

analyzed area, the beginnings of which date back to the 1930s. Additionally, in almost 

every commune there are local artists, recognized by the inhabitants of the commune and 

neighboring communes, which shows the potential that can still be developed. 

 

Institutional potential  

Communal cultural centers, non-governmental organizations and public libraries operating 

in the analyzed area offer initiatives both in the field of culture and civic activity. It is not 

only the infrastructural potential, but also the human one, thanks to the wide involvement 

of local communities to create appropriate conditions for the development of culture, 

including obtaining external funds for specific projects or activities.  

The infrastructural potential also includes other facilities involved in creating the culture of 

this area, such as museums, palaces, restaurants, agritourism farms. 

The institutional potential allows for the implementation of various mass events 

(International Music Festivals) and niche events related to a given location (e.g. municipal 

harvest festival).  

 

Geographic, natural and historical potential  

The areas adjacent to the kayaking trails are areas that are not only an enclave of greenery 

and naturalness, untouched nature, but also historical potential. The rich history of this 

area is overlooked in historical education in primary and secondary schools. On the one 

hand, it poses serious threats, on the other hand, its dormant potential in history may 

become a valuable tourism product. Thanks to the organization of historical events, it is 
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possible to attract tourists to this area, which will contribute to further cultural 

development, and provides a potential for popularizing this area.  

 

Location potential  

The analyzed area has a very large location potential, thanks to its location on the so-

called the tripoint of borders between Poland, Ukraine and Belarus. Tripoints are places 

that are a tourism product in themselves, where numerous cultural meetings take place. 
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Analysis of the state of environmental protection 

 

The area of the Bug catchment area (39.4 thousand km2) belonging to the catchment area 

of the Baltic Sea is located in Poland in 49.2%, in 23.4% in Belarus and in 27.4% in 

Ukraine. The total length of the Bug River is 772 km. The sources of the river and its upper 

section (185 km) are located in Ukraine. In its middle course (363 km), the Bug is a natural 

border between the Republic of Poland and Ukraine (185 km) and Belarus (178 km). The 

lower section of the river is located in Poland (224 km) where the Bug flows into the Narew 

in the area of the Zegrze Reservoir. The Polish part of the Bug catchment area is located 

in the following provinces: Lubelskie, Podlaskie and Mazowieckie; the Belarusian one is 

entirely located in the Brest Oblast, and the Ukrainian one within the Lviv and Volyn 

Oblasts. The largest urban agglomerations in the Bug catchment area include: Lviv 

(Ukraine, approx. 760 thousand inhabitants), Brest (Belarus, approx. 300 thousand 

inhabitants) and Chełm (Poland, approx. 69 thousand inhabitants)4.  

About 14% of the Bug catchment area is protected by international, national or regional 

law. The Bug River catchment area is characterized by rich and varied natural values and 

forms of nature protection, the most important of which include the Polish-Ukrainian 

International Polesie West Biosphere Reserve and 18 areas of the European Ecological 

Network Natura 2000 established in the Polish Bug catchment area. The international 

catchment area of the Bug River is characterized by a variety of administrative structures 

responsible for managing water resources, monitoring and financing investments; the lack 

of coordinated water management plans and coordinated emergency response plans5. 

As for the method of securing individual forms of nature protection within the meaning of 

the Act of April 27, 2001 Environmental protection law6, the scope of protection and the 

bodies responsible for implementation are determined by the provisions of national law, 

which in terms of environmental objectives are consistent with the provisions of 

international law. Thus, each country is responsible for ensuring the protection and 

protection against excessive anthropopressure of each of the valuable natural and 

landscape elements of the environment located on its territory. Nevertheless, in terms of 

the protection of surface waters, and thus also of ecosystems and natural habitats located 

within the Bug catchment basin, the issues of international cooperation aimed at the 

protection of border waters are of particular importance. The forms and scope of 

international cooperation aimed at protecting the waters of the Bug River are described 

below. 

 

 
4 NIK (2015). Ochrona wód zlewni rzeki Bug przed zanieczyszczeniami; https://www.nik.gov.pl/plik/id,10553,vp,12882.pdf [downloaded: 
01.02.2021] 
5 ibidem 
6 Ustawa z dn. 27 kwietnia 2001 r. Prawo ochrony środowiska [Dz.U.2001.62.627; t.j. Dz. U. z 2020 r. poz. 1219, 1378,1565, 2127, 2338] 
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International cooperation with Ukraine  

The cooperation is regulated by the Polish-Ukrainian cooperation agreement in the field of 

water management in border waters [Dz.U.1999.30.283]7. 

On October 10, 1996, an Agreement was drawn up in Kiev between the Government of the 

Republic of Poland and the Government of Ukraine on cooperation in the field of water 

management in border waters. As a strategic goal of the cooperation, the parties indicated 

ensuring rational management of border waters and improvement of their quality, as well 

as ensuring the preservation of ecosystems. According to the signed agreement, it was 

assumed that the protection and use of border waters, as well as protection against 

damage caused by border waters, are important tasks whose effective solution will be 

ensured by cooperation in the field of water management8.  

 

Polish-Ukrainian transboundary waters commission  

The basis of bilateral cooperation is an agreement in the field of water management in 

border waters. Implementation of the above-mentioned the contracts have been entrusted 

since 2000 to the Polish-Ukrainian transboundary waters commission9. The cooperation is 

divided into four areas and is carried out throughout the year within the Polish-Ukrainian 

Working Groups, which operate on the basis of the statute of the Commission, mandates 

and regulations, and work plans approved during the meetings of the Commission. 

 

OW Working Group for the protection of border waters against pollution 

The tasks of the OW group include monitoring of the state of border waters. On the Polish 

side, the tasks are the responsibility of the Chief Inspectorate for Environmental Protection 

- Regional Environmental Monitoring Departments in Lublin and Rzeszów. The analysis of 

the samples is the responsibility of the Central Research Laboratories of the Chief 

Inspectorate of Environmental Protection, branches in Lublin and Rzeszów. On the 

Ukrainian side, the Department of Water Resources in Lviv, subordinated to the State 

Agency for Water Resources of Ukraine, the Regional Office of Water Resources of the 

Volyn Oblast, the Lviv Regional Center of Hydrometeorology and the Volyn District 

Hydrometeorology Center are responsible for cooperation. This assessment concerns the 

waters of the Bug and rivers in the San catchment area. The OW Group is also involved in 

the identification of potential sources of contamination of border waters. Moreover, the OW 

Group undertakes actions in the event of extraordinary contamination of border waters. 

 
7 Umowa między Rządem Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej a Rządem Ukrainy o współpracy w dziedzinie gospodarki wodnej na wodach granicznych, 

sporządzona w Kijowie dnia 10 października 1996 r.[Dz.U.1999.30.282] 
8 https://www.gov.pl/web/klimat/wspolpraca-polsko---ukrainska [downloaded: 02.02.2021] 
9 NIK (2015). Ochrona wód zlewni rzeki Bug przed zanieczyszczeniami; https://www.nik.gov.pl/plik/id,10553,vp,12882.pdf [downloaded: 
01.02.2021] 
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These activities include the exchange of information and warnings as well as the elimination 

of the consequences of an accident10. 

 

PL Working Group for Border Water Planning 

The group is responsible for planning the management of border waters in terms of their 

use for utility purposes and the implementation of EU water regulations in the catchment 

areas of the Bug and San rivers. On the Polish side, the tasks of the group are the 

responsibility of the National Water Management Authority (Polish Waters), in particular 

the Regional Water Management Boards in Rzeszów and Lublin. The Marshal's Office of the 

Lubelskie province and the Regional Directorate for Environmental Protection in Lublin also 

cooperate. On the Ukrainian side, the Catchment Water Resource Authority in Lviv, which 

is subordinated to the National Agency for Water Resources of Ukraine, is responsible for 

cooperation. The newly established river basin boards also cooperate. In cooperation with 

a Ukrainian partner, it is important to know the political and economic situation of the 

parties. The role of the PL Group is to exchange information on the directions of water 

policy, planning and management of water resources, as well as to inform each other about 

changes in the regulations and institutional structure. The PL group coordinates 

cooperation with other working groups within the Commission, as well as with local 

government and water management bodies. To this end, the group monitors Polish-

Ukrainian-Belarusian water management projects implemented in the Bug catchment area, 

as well as bilateral cooperation between regional water management units. On the basis 

of a cooperation agreement in the Bug catchment area, the regional boards of the parties 

exchange information on the water and meteorological situation. A constant analysis of 

water levels and consumption is carried out for the purposes of flood forecasting and water 

quality assessment on the border section of the Bug. These activities support the state 

protection system against the risk of flooding and extraordinary pollution11. 

 

International cooperation with the Republic of Belarus  

Polish-Belarusian agreement on cooperation in the field of the environment [M.P.2011 No. 

74, item 737]12 

On September 12, 2009, an agreement on cooperation in the field of environment was 

signed between the Government of the Republic of Poland and the Government of the 

Republic of Belarus in Białowieża. Pursuant to the provisions of the agreement, the 

cooperation was to be carried out in the field of, among others, environmental monitoring 

and protection of surface and ground waters. In order to implement the intended activities, 

 
10 https://www.gov.pl/web/klimat/wspolpraca-polsko---ukrainska [downloaded: 03.01.2021] 
11 https://www.gov.pl/web/klimat/wspolpraca-polsko---ukrainska [downloaded:03.02.2021] 
12 Porozumienie między Rządem Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej a Rządem Republiki Białorusi o współpracy w dziedzinie ochrony środowiska, 
podpisane w Białowieży dnia 12 września 2009 r [M.P.2011 nr 74 poz. 737] 
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the parties established the Polish-Belarusian Commission for cooperation in the field 

of environmental protection. 

Polish-Belarusian agreement on cooperation in the field of protection and rational use 

of transboundary waters [Dz.U.2021.119]13 

 

On February 7, 2020. In Białowieża, the deputy minister of marine economy and inland 

navigation of the Republic of Poland and the deputy minister of natural resources and 

environmental protection of the Republic of Belarus signed an agreement on cooperation 

in the field of protection and rational use of transboundary waters. The purpose of the 

agreement is to protect and rationally use transboundary waters, improve their quality, 

preserve and, if necessary, restore ecosystems. The cooperation is multifaceted. According 

to the arrangements, hydrological and hydrogeological observations and tests are to be 

carried out, water monitoring is agreed in order to determine their quality and quantity, 

and water and economic balances are prepared, taking into account the quality and 

quantity of water resources. The key issue of the conducted research and analyzes is the 

protection of waters against pollution and excessive abstraction, identification of pollutants 

and impacts affecting water quality; protection against floods and the negative impact of 

ice phenomena; preventing the phenomenon of drought; joint use of water facilities located 

in border waters; securing navigation conditions in border waters or maintaining the 

natural course of border rivers. The parties to the agreement undertook to strive to 

improve and maintain the quality of transboundary waters at a high level. Cooperation 

between states was also assumed in the development of transboundary water 

management plans (in particular: water management plans for international river basin 

districts as well as flood risk management plans and plans to counteract the effects of 

drought).14. 

 

Trilateral cooperation: Polish - Ukrainian - Belarusian project in the field of water 

management.  

A tripartite document entitled "Common position on cooperation during a parallel audit 

Protection of the waters of the Bug river basin against pollution (verification audit)”. 

The protection of resources and the achievement of a good status of the waters of the Bug 

River is an element that determines the improvement of the standard of living of the 

population in this region. Nevertheless, due to the location, the reduction of human 

pressure, as a result of the reduction or complete limitation of pollution of international 

surface water catchments, is possible only through joint actions of neighboring countries. 

 
13 Porozumienie między Rządem Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej a Rządem Republiki Białorusi o współpracy w dziedzinie ochrony i racjonalnego 
wykorzystania wód transgranicznych, podpisane w Białowieży dnia 7 lutego 2020 r. [Dz.U.2021.119] 
14https://bialystok.wody.gov.pl/aktualnosci/725-porozumienia-miedzy-rzadem-rzeczypospolitej-polskiej-a-rzadem-republiki-bialorusi-o-

wspolpracy-w-dziedzinie-ochrony-i-racjonalnego-wykorzystania-wod-transgranicznych [downloaded” 01.02.2021] 
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The spread of transboundary water pollution is a significant problem for countries sharing 

river basins. At the request of the President of the Accounts Chamber of Ukraine, an 

inspection was carried out to verify the protection of the waters of the Bug river basin 

(2003–2006). As a result of the work carried out, in September 2014, representatives 

of the SAIs (Supreme Audit Institutions) of Belarus, Ukraine and Poland signed a tripartite 

document in which the scope, organizational assumptions and schedule of audit activities 

and mutual consultations were agreed. The parties undertook to maintain the INTOSAI6 

and national standards, inspection guidelines and the provisions of the above-mentioned 

Common Position. The coordinator of the parallel audit was the Accounts Chamber 

of Ukraine, which will prepare a joint project of information on the audit results15. 

 

List of entities authorized to protect the natural environment on the waterway  

Polish government administration authorities with decisions on environmental protection 

issues within the scope of their competence, indicated in Article 376 of the Environmental 

Protection Law Act16, are summarized in the table below. 

 

Table 3 List of state administration bodies for environmental protection - Poland 

Lp. Environmental protection authorities 

1 Voyt, Mayor, President 

2 District head 

3 Province Marschal 

4 Minister responsible for climate 

5 General Director of Environmental Protection 

6 Regional Director of Environmental Protection 

7 Environmental Protection Inspection 

Source: GIG Katowice GIG based on Ustawa z dn. 27 kwietnia 2001 r. Prawo ochrony środowiska 

[Dz.U.2001.62.627; t.j. Dz. U. z 2020 r. poz. 1219, 1378,1565, 2127, 2338] 

 

Environmental protection institutions in Poland, indicated in Art. 386 of the Act of April 27, 

2001 Environmental protection law 17, shown in the table below. 

Table 4 List of environmental protection supervisory institutions - Poland 

Lp. Institution Range of competences 

1 State Council for 

Environmental 

Protection 

Developing opinions on environmental protection issues for the 

minister responsible for climate, as well as presenting proposals 

and conclusions aimed at creating conditions for sustainable 

 
15 NIK (2015). Ochrona wód zlewni rzeki Bug przed zanieczyszczeniami; https://www.nik.gov.pl/plik/id,10553,vp,12882.pdf [downloaded: 
01.02.2021]] 
16 Ustawa z dn. 27 kwietnia 2001 r. Prawo ochrony środowiska [Dz.U.2001.62.627; t.j. Dz. U. z 2020 r. poz. 1219, 1378,1565, 2127, 2338] 
17 ibidem 
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Lp. Institution Range of competences 

development and environmental protection and at maintaining 

or improving its condition18. 

2 Environmental 

Impact 

Assessment 

Committees 

The scope of activity of the National Commission for 

Environmental Impact Assessment as an opinion-making and 

advisory body to the Minister of the Environment in the field of 

environmental impact assessments was initially specified in the 

Environmental Protection Law Act of April 27, 2001. Moreover, 

province assessment committees were established under this 

act. environmental impact, performing the functions of opinion-

making and advisory bodies for voivodes. Currently, the 

National Commission is a consultative and advisory body to the 

General Director for Environmental Protection in the field of 

environmental impact assessments19. 

3 National Fund for 

Environmental 

Protection and 

Water 

Management 

(NFOŚiGW) 

NFOŚiGW Together with sixteen Provincial Funds for 

Environmental Protection and Water Management (WFOŚiGW), 

it conducts activities aimed at financing projects aimed at 

improving the condition of the environment. The mission of 

NFOŚ is: Effective and efficient support for environmental 

activities, with particular emphasis on activities aimed at 

absorption of foreign funds supported by the National Fund20.  

Provincial Fund 

for 

Environmental 

Protection and 

Water 

Management 

Provincial Fund for Environmental 

Protection and Water Management in Lublin 

Provincial Fund for Environmental 

Protection and Water Management in 

Warsaw 

Source: GIG Katowice GIG based on Ustawa z dn. 27 kwietnia 2001 r. Prawo ochrony środowiska 

[Dz.U.2001.62.627; t.j. Dz. U. z 2020 r. poz. 1219, 1378,1565, 2127, 2338] 

 

The institutions and bodies of government administration dealing with environmental 

protection in Belarus are presented in the table below. 

 

 

 
18 https://prop.org.pl/o-nas/[downloaded: 02.02.2021] 
19 https://www.gdos.gov.pl/krajowa-komisja-do-spraw-ocen-oddzialywania-na-srodowisko 
20 http://nfosigw.gov.pl/o-nfosigw/strategia/ [downloaded: 01.02.2021] 
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Table 5 List of state administration bodies for environmental protection - Belarus 

Lp. Institution / Government administration body 

1 Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection 

Source: GIG Katowice GIG  

 

Governmental institutions and bodies dealing with environmental protection in Ukraine are 

presented in the table below. 

 

Table 6 List of state administration bodies for environmental protection - Ukraine 

Lp. Institution / Government administration body 

1 State Agency for Water Resources 

2 The Catchment Water Resource Authority in Lviv 

Source: GIG Katowice GIG  

 

A list with a description of threats to the natural environment resulting from the 

daily activities of the inhabitants of the area adjacent to the waterway and 

resulting from the development of tourism. 

 

The tourism industry is one of the most profitable activities, and the tourism sector is one 

of the fastest growing areas of the global economy. The level of tourism in the region is 

directly determined by the assets of the natural environment, therefore the development 

of activities in the field of tourism is inextricably linked to interference with the environment 

and its transformation. Tourism development should be viewed in terms of both positive 

and negative consequences21. In positive terms, by promoting and increasing interest in 

the region and its fauna and flora, the development of tourism may contribute to the 

creation of protected areas both in terms of landscape and valuable natural habitats. In 

addition, in the socio-economic dimension, the development of each of the industries (in 

particular tourism) by creating new jobs and boosting the economic situation increases the 

standard of living of the inhabitants. Nevertheless, given the key nature of the tourism 

industry, an influx of tourists and increased traffic in particularly attractive areas is 

inevitable. The negative impact of the tourism industry on the natural environment is most 

often associated with the construction of technical infrastructure, i.e. ports and stations, 

the network of access roads, holiday resorts, hotels, campsites, restaurants, shops, 

parking lots, etc. Taking into account the expectations of tourists, tourism infrastructure is 

usually created in close to the most attractive landscape areas, which are among the most 

 
21 Myga-Piątek U., Jankowski G.(2009). Wpływ turystyki na środowisko przyrodnicze i krajobraz kulturowy -  analiza wybranych przykładów 

obszarów górskich. Problemy Ekologii Krajobrazu, T.XXV.27-38. file:///C:/Users/Ola/Downloads/vol25_04_myga_piatek_jankowski.pdf 
[downloaded: 01.02.2021]. 

file:///C:/Users/Ola/Downloads/vol25_04_myga_piatek_jankowski.pdf
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sensitive and valuable ecosystems, especially susceptible to the influence of anthropogenic 

factors.  

The Council of Europe named coastal areas, high-mountain areas, freshwater ecosystems, 

and Antarctic and Arctic coastal areas as the most sensitive areas, most strongly reacting 

to tourist penetration. A large part of these areas are under legal protection. According to 

research carried out by the Department of Nature Conservation of the Forest Research 

Institute, tourism causes very large changes in the structure and functioning of ecosystems 

in protected areas. The conducted research allowed to distinguish two groups of damages 

caused by tourism: 

direct damage:  

• destruction of vegetation, fauna, inanimate nature, soil, 

• noise and pollution, 

• fires, 

• changes in the landscape, microclimate, structure of biocenoses, 

• indirect damage, 

• synanthropization of plants and animals, 

• changes in the physicochemical properties of soil and water, 

• changes in the structure and functioning of protected ecosystems, 

• lowering the didactic, scientific and tourist assets of national parks 22. 

 

Additionally, the degradation of the environment resulting from the unsustainable 

development of tourism in the region can be observed at various levels: 

• local level: water and air pollution, soil degradation, increase in waste, noise, 

landscape changes, 

• regional level: loss of biodiversity, shrinking of naturally valuable areas, 

• global level: deforestation of areas and increase in CO2 emissions resulting in climate 

change. 

As indicated above, the threats to the environment caused by broadly understood tourism 

are unfavorable not only for nature, but also for sustainable development. It is increasingly 

taken into account in assessing the economic and social function of tourism23. The main 

threats posed by the tourism industry in relation to individual elements of the natural 

environment are presented in the table below. 

 

 

 
22 Natura 2000 a turystyka. Zagrożenia wynikające z turystyki dla środowiska przyrodniczego; http://natura2000.org.pl/e-szkolenia/e5-

zagrozenia-dla-przyrody-obszarow-natura-2000-2/zagrozenia_wynikajace_z_turystyki_dla_srodowiska_przyrodniczego/#5 [downloaded: 
01.02.2021] 
23 ibidem 
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Table 7 List of potential threats related to the functioning and development of the tourism industry 

for individual components of the natural environment. 

Lp. Element of the environment Characteristics of the threat 

1 Landscape Disturbance of the 

functional and spatial 

structure of the 

landscape 

The development of the tourism 

industry in the area of infrastructure 

investments (construction facilities, 

parking lots, access roads, etc.) may 

lead to the disturbance of the 

functional and spatial structure of the 

landscape. Due to the expectations of 

tourists, the tourist infrastructure is 

often created in the vicinity of the 

most attractive landscapes. 

Recreational facilities are situated at 

the foot of mountain peaks, in mid-

forest clearings, riverbanks, lakes, 

etc. Sports, tourist and recreational 

facilities are often accompanied by 

individual summer cottages. 

2 Surface of the 

earth 

Degradation / 

devastation of the 

earth's surface 

Investments in technical 

infrastructure related to the 

construction and expansion of 

accommodation and catering facilities 

(hotels, guesthouses, campsites, 

parking lots, restaurants, cafes, 

toilets, etc.) require the use and / or 

adaptation of large areas of land at 

the stage of construction and later 

operation. The scale and type of 

potential impact on the earth's 

surface directly depends on the type 

of planned project. 

Soil erosion Construction / expansion / 

modernization of the infrastructure of 

the tourism industry may cause soil 

erosion, which in turn increases the 

risk of avalanches and landslides in 

the degraded area. 
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Lp. Element of the environment Characteristics of the threat 

3 Surface waters Depletion of water 

resources 

The tourism industry, depending on 

the nature of the services provided, 

consumes huge amounts of water. 

Water resources are used as a result 

of: water abstraction for private use 

by tourists, own activities of hotels, 

guesthouses, campsites, catering 

facilities, etc., maintenance of 

swimming pools, irrigation of golf 

courses, squares and parks. 

Surface water pollution 

- sewage disposal 

The expansion of accommodation and 

catering facilities entails increased 

water consumption and increased 

production of sewage, which as a 

result of insufficient or lack of 

appropriate treatment (in the case of 

illegal discharge) will be discharged 

into surface waters. In the tourist 

season, accommodation facilities 

(hotels, guesthouses, camping sites, 

etc.) and catering establishments 

produce an increased amount of 

wastewater containing large loads of 

nitrogen and phosphorus compounds, 

chlorides, organic substances, 

surface-active substances and 

pathogens. These pollutants, after 

getting into surface and ground 

waters, affect, among others, for the 

degradation of aquatic ecosystems (in 

particular the biocenosis of river 

waters) and eutrophication of water 

reservoirs. The peak of the tourist 

season, in which in many tourist 

destinations there are several times 

more tourists than in the off-season. 

Wastewater pollutes the seas and 
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Lp. Element of the environment Characteristics of the threat 

lakes surrounding tourist facilities, 

harms flora and fauna and causes 

oxygen deficiency in aquatic 

ecosystems 

Surface water pollution 

- petroleum pollution 

Increased traffic on access trails to 

tourist destinations and traffic on 

waterways entails the risk of 

petroleum pollutants being emitted to 

the environment as a result of 

leakage of gasoline or oil spills from 

motor boats and other combustion 

vehicles and devices. 

4 Natural 

resources 

High consumption of 

environmental 

resources 

Consumption and collection of raw 

materials for the construction of 

tourist facilities. 

5 Air pollution Low emissions Emission of combustion products of 

solid, liquid and gaseous fuels to the 

atmosphere from exhaust gas 

transport and heating devices 

emitting harmful compounds 

[especially sulfur dioxide (SO2), 

dioxide (CO2) and carbon monoxide 

(CO), nitrogen oxides (NOx), 

hydrocarbons, heavy metals] . The 

literature data show that in Poland, 

most of the tourist regions, including 

those located in the buffer zones of 

national parks, use coal-based 

heating systems, which in the heating 

season results in high emissions of 

pollutants into the air24. 

6 Natural areas / 

natural habitats 

Degradation of forest 

areas 

The use of large tracts of land for the 

construction of accommodation 

(hotels, guesthouses, camps) and 

 
24 Natura 2000 a turystyka – jakość w turystyce przyrodniczej. E-szkolenie: Zagrożenia wynikające z turystyki dla środowiska 
przyrodniczego; http://natura2000.org.pl/e-szkolenia/e5-zagrozenia-dla-przyrody-obszarow-natura-2000-
2/zagrozenia_wynikajace_z_turystyki_dla_srodowiska_przyrodniczego/#5 [downloaded: 01.02.2021] 



 

Strategy for the Kayak Trails Development created as part of the project „Bug unites us – 

creating two cross-border kayaking tourist trails” 

140 Tourist potential analysis 

Lp. Element of the environment Characteristics of the threat 

other tourist facilities (parking 

spaces, parking lots, access roads, 

etc.). 

Increased 

synanthropization of 

animals 

As a result of the transformation of 

the area of a point or area character, 

there is a risk related to the 

synanthropization of animals, 

including in particular legally 

protected species. 

Negative impact on 

biodiversity 

The activity of the tourism industry, 

as a result of competition with 

natural, wild nature for habitats and 

natural resources, may result in 

enormous losses in biological wealth. 

Excessive expansion of humans and 

the increase in their activity in 

previously virgin areas may lead to 

the disappearance or displacement of 

some native species. Animals are also 

exposed to death as a result of 

collisions with motor vehicles (tourist 

trails often collide with their migration 

routes). 

Disturbance of animals Disrupting the existence of bats 

hibernating in caves and destroying 

unique rock vegetation, caused by 

practicing high-performance forms of 

tourism (rock climbing, extreme 

sports). 

Violation of natural habitats, in 

particular in the case of kayaking and 

sailing tourism, may lead to the 

evacuation of a large number of 

wetland birds. 

The noise emitted by cars, 

motorcycles and typically recreational 
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Lp. Element of the environment Characteristics of the threat 

vehicles, e.g. motor boats or water 

boats, may scare the animals away. 

Disruption of the 

functioning of aquatic 

habitats 

The increase in the number of tourists 

undertaking various forms of 

recreation, incl. sailing, water skiing, 

kayaking, can disturb waterfowl and 

destroy aquatic plants. 

Destruction of 

vegetation 

Walking outside the designated paths 

involves treading plants, which may 

result in the elimination of some 

species, including protected species. 

Existing and emerging paths often 

lead to habitat fragmentation and 

limit the proper reproduction and 

development of animals and plants. 

The number of plants is also depleted 

by the removal of many attractive in 

terms of appearance plants, e.g. 

wood anemone, yellow anemone, 

bilberry, lily of the valley, marshes by 

tourists. Physical impacts on forest 

nature also include damaging the 

bark of trees with sharp tools and 

breaking branches and smaller trees, 

not to mention illegal logging. 

Destruction of unique 

vegetation on the steep 

slopes of the river 

valley 

destruction of unique vegetation on 

slopes and dunes - intensification of 

erosion of slopes in the river valley 

caused by treading and destroying 

vegetation when starting or ending a 

trip in unspecified places, 

7 Other dangers Environmental burden 

due to the consumption 

of enormous amounts 

of energy 

(the negative impact of the energy 

sector increases). A tourist staying in 

a hotel uses on average 1/3 more 

energy than a permanent resident. In 

addition, energy consumption 

increases with the standard of hotels: 
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Lp. Element of the environment Characteristics of the threat 

a four-star hotel consumes more than 

twice as much energy as a one-star 

hotel with the same number of beds 

Increased waste 

production 

Garbage produced by tourists at 

camping sites and on tourist trails, as 

well as by organizers of tourist traffic, 

resulting from their activities in 

tourist facilities deteriorate the 

physicochemical condition of waters 

and pose a direct threat to organisms 

inhabiting water ecosystems. 

Arsons Inadvertent arson is a frequent and 

very dangerous consequence of 

tourists' activities, especially in the 

areas where camping and tent sites 

are operated. 

Source: GIG Katowice 

 

It should be consulted that kayaking, apart from horseback riding, climbing and diving, 

is referred to as an environmentally friendly form of recreation. Therefore, it should be 

consulted that the potential negative impact on the environment in the area of newly 

created "kayaking trails" will result mainly from the functioning of the technical facilities, 

and to a lesser extent directly from the form and nature of the recreational services 

provided (kayaking). 

Investments made in the organization of trails, such as marking the landing / 

launching sites for kayaks, the installation of litter bins, the organization of 

sanitary facilities in the places where tourists stay, will have a positive impact on 

the quality of surface waters and other elements of the natural environment. 

In terms of nature protection, the most important factors determining the impact 

of tourism (including kayaking) on the natural environment are: 

• technical facilities for the tourism industry, including transport for tourist traffic, 

delivery of goods, etc., 

• spatial development of tourist traffic, 

• tourists, their social (pro-ecological) attitude and attitude towards visited places, 

• ensuring an efficiently operating waste management system by Municipalities 

in accordance with the Act on Maintaining Cleanliness and Order in Municipalities. 
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Analysis of the potential of regional cuisine along the kayaking trails 

The culture of the local population, which is in a way an element of everyday life, in the 

form of local customs, traditions, legends or religions, is something original and unique. 

More and more often, it is a stimulus to choose a specific region or ethnographic sub-region 

in the context of a place of rest. Hence, various forms of protection of cultural heritage and 

the methods of its presentation by the local community are of great importance. Cultural 

heritage can be tangible or intangible. In the non-material context, an important role is 

seen in culinary traditions and the potential of regional cuisine. The production of regional 

food, the added value of which is the culinary heritage passed down from generation to 

generation - is an opportunity for the development of many farms, agritourism farms and 

tourist facilities. According to M. Gąsiorowski (2004), culinary heritage is „food products 

and dishes that are characterized by specific quality characteristics, traditional methods of 

preparation and production, often dating back to distant history. These types of dishes and 

products are mainly produced on a small scale with the use of specific skills and 

technologies, and are also related to a specific geographic area”25. 

The utilized potential of the regional cuisine, as well as the nutritional culture promoted 

and nurtured by the inhabitants, open up the possibility of creating attractive tourist offers 

(in urban areas, but especially in rural areas) and giving them the features of a local 

identity. Nowadays, the tourist perceives and remembers new places not only through the 

prism of natural and anthropogenic values, but also notices and remembers the flavors 

and aromas of dishes, leaving a permanent mark in memory as a characteristic element of 

the visited region or town, thus inspiring people to return to these tastes and places. It 

should also be mentioned that in recent years the so-called culinary tourism, constituting 

a factor in the development and promotion of towns, regions and countries. According to 

A. Kowalczyk, who was the first in Poland to deal with this issue, the growing interest of 

tourists in issues related to the enjoyment of food meant that for some time now terms 

such as: gastronomic tourism, food tourism (food tourism and culinary tourism. In the 

contemporary literature on the subject, there are various definitions of culinary tourism, 

e.g. according to Orłowski i Woźniczko, 2015, culinary tourism is a thematic journey in 

order to learn about local, regional and national raw materials, food products, as well as 

traditional dishes in the tourism space of both rural and urban areas. This type of tourism 

brings satisfaction to its participants by enjoying the opportunity to personally experience 

new tastes and smells and return to those already known. This is done by participating in 

culinary events, traversing culinary trails, visiting gastronomic establishments, visiting 

museums focused on culinary art, observing technological processes in food processing 

plants, as well as learning to prepare specific culinary specialties”. The offer of culinary 

 
25 M. Gąsiorowski (2004) Rzeczpospolita produktów lokalnych, regionalnych i tradycyjnych, [in:] Vinaver K., 
Jasiński J., Rzeczpospolita producentów regionalnych. Tereny, Ludzie, Produkty, 4, s. 51-62 
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tourism in Poland includes, among others: learning about the history of regional cuisine, 

the specificity of cultivating various plants and animal husbandry, processing food raw 

materials, cooking workshops and tasting culinary specialties in places presenting 

folklore2627,. Recently, the response to the growing interest in local cuisine among people 

engaged in culinary tourism is the creation of culinary trails, which, together with 

complementary products, play an important promotional role, increasing the tourist 

attractiveness of the region28.  

Regional culinary traditions and original food products are nowadays an important element 

in shaping the image of a given region, and above all, they often become its showcase, 

creating a branded tourism product29. Preserving culinary traditions in the modern 

globalized world is an important element of tourism promotion of regions, and in a broader 

sense - protection of their cultural heritage, also leading to economic activation30. At this 

point, it should also be noted how important it is to involve administrative authorities at 

various levels31, organizations related to tourist promotion32, non-governmental 

organizations33 and local institutions34, whose activities contribute to the promotion of 

culinary heritage, leading to an increased interest of tourists in the subject of cooking35. 

In eastern Mazovia, around Siedlce, Węgrów and Sokołów Podlaski, the traditions of the 

Great Lithuanian Gościniec are still alive36, where also a culinary trail was created. 

Traditional dishes that have been cultivated for years include, for example, korovai cake 

or “zaguby” (a traditional, Bug River dish in which dumplings are filled with raw potato 

stuffing, a dish especially characteristic of the vicinity of Drohiczyn)37,38. The cuisine of 

Polesie and Bug River is based mainly on simple ingredients such as potatoes, flour, groats, 

vegetables, white cheese, forest fruits. On the basis of potatoes, dishes such as: potato 

cake, potato sausage, potato pancakes, “kartacze”, “rejbak” or “soczewiaki”. We should 

also mention ceremonial baking e.g. tree cake (“Sękacz”), shortcrust tart, anthill cake 

(“Mrowisko”). There are also aromatic cold meats and sweet liqueurs, also with healing 

 
26 D. Orłowski (2016) Turystyka kulinarna w Polsce – wstępne badania nad fenomenem zjawiska.  Turystyka Kulturowa,  5 
27 D. Orłowski (2018) Polskie kuchnie regionalne i ich miejsce w turystyce kulinarnej na obszarach wiejskich. Turystyka Kulturowa, 7 
28 Przykładowy szlak kulinarny Mazowsza: Szlak Kulinarny Mazowiecka Micha Szlachecka 
http://szlakkulinarny.pl/Szlak,3 i Podlasia: Podlaski Szlak Kulinarny http://www.podlaskiszlakkulinarny.pl/ 
29 D. Orłowski (2018) Polskie kuchnie regionalne i ich miejsce w turystyce kulinarnej na obszarach wiejskich. 
Turystyka Kulturowa, 7 
30 D. Orłowski, M. Woźniczko, Turystyka kulinarna na wiejskim rynku turystycznym; 
https://journals.pan.pl/Content/97619/mainfile.pdf?handler=pdf; access on: 02.02.2021 
31 departments of tourism, promotion, agriculture or culture in marshal offices, departments of tourism, 
promotion, agriculture or culture in district offices or municipal offices 
32 Polish Tourist Organization, Regional Tourist Organizations and Local Tourist Organizations 
33 Polish Chamber of Regional and Local Products, European Network of Regional Culinary Heritage or Slow Food 
Polska 
34 Housewives, Local Action Groups, Departments of Rural Household and Agritourism in the Agricultural Advisory 
Centers, agritourism associations, cultural associations and community centers 
35 D. Orłowski, M. Woźniczko (2016) Turystyka kulinarna w Polsce – wstępne badania nad fenomenem zjawiska. 
Turystyka Kulturowa, 5 
36 http://wielkigoscinieclitewski.eu/pl-PL/o-szlaku/wgl-jako-szlak-turystyczny.html access on 03.02.2021 
37 https://podlaskie.eu/turystyka/rozsmakuj-sie-w-podlaskiem/ 
38 https://www.polska.travel/pl/poznaj-atrakcje-i-zabytki/kulinaria/pogranicze-polsko-litewskie-czesc-warmii-i-
podlasia-mazowsze-wschodnie 
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properties. The cuisine of the Poleska Valley of the Bug is described as rich and varied, the 

result of the culinary experiences of many generations of different ethnic groups living in 

this region for centuries. This is where the culinary influences of many nations met - 

Lithuanians brought “kartacze”, Lithuanian cold soup, “kindziuk”, “soczewiaki” and tree 

cake to the Polish side, Russians - kvass and pancakes, while the Tatars, among others, 

sarburma, chiburekki and kalduny, Jews – “Białas”, Belarusians - dumplings with various 

fillings, vareniki and dishes based on potatoes, e.g. potato pancakes39,40. Local dishes and 

products are noticed and appreciated outside the Poleska Valley of the Bug, which is 

reflected in numerous awards and distinctions received at national culinary competitions 

41,42. As part of the small project "Tastes of the Bug River cuisine" carried out by the 

Mazowiecki Agricultural Advisory Center43 the publication "Tastes of the Bug River cuisine. 

Catalog 2011"44, where agritourism farms and their dishes were presented. It is also worth 

mentioning the publication Polesie in a pot and on a plate. A mini cookbook created as part 

of culinary workshops in the project entitled "Cooperation network of non-governmental 

organizations of the borderland", under the Poland-Belarus-Ukraine Cross-Border 

Cooperation Program 2007-2013 implemented under the European Neighborhood and 

Partnership Instrument (ENPI). The aim of the publication is to popularize Polish-Ukrainian 

regional cuisine, its richness and diversity.45 

In Podlasie, producers of local culinary products can be proud of the Podlasie Culinary Trail 

46 promoting the culinary heritage of the region. Due to the culinary richness, the trail was 

divided into local pantries with their own specificity, including Spiżarnia Nadbużańska 47. 

The Korol vineyard located in Mielnik on the Bug River, in the southern part of the Podlaskie 

province, in the Drohiczyn Upland, deserves attention. The specific climate of Mielnik and 

the fertile land of the Popław wilderness made the vineyard an attraction both in terms of 

the quality of grapes and a tourist attraction in the region48. On the other hand, in the 

locality of Binduga, within the almost hundred-year-old walls of a former school, the Bug 

River House was established, where holiday stays, themed dinners and culinary festivals 

are organized. The owners promote cooking with seasonal, fresh ingredients, supporting 

local producers of organic food49.  

 
39 H. Makuła (2014) Atrakcyjność dziedzictwa kulinarnego Podlasia. Zeszyty naukowe Turystyka i rekreacja, 14,2 
40 http://www.dolina-bugu.pl/dziedzictwo-kulturowe/#slide-0 access on: 03.02.2021 
41 https://krainabugu.pl/tam-skarb-twoj-gdzie-serce-twoje/ 
42 http://www.archiwum.dolina-bugu.pl/kuchnie-regionalne/ 
43 As part of the measure Implementation of local development strategies of the Rural Development Program 
2007-2013. 
44http://mazowieckie.ksow.ibc.pl/fileadmin/user_upload/mazowieckie/pliki/publikacje/2011_Smaki__nadbuzans
kiej_kuchni_MODR_katalog.pdf 
45 http://www.tppp.oic.lublin.pl/pliki/pliki/news/280/54ec7481de2f8ksi%C4%85%C5%BCkakucharska.pdf 
access on 03.02.2021 
46 http://www.podlaskiszlakkulinarny.pl/#o-szlaku access on 03.02.2021 
47 http://www.podlaskiszlakkulinarny.pl/spizarnia-nadbuzanska/ access on 03.02.2021 
48 http://winnicakorol.pl/winnica/ access on: 03.02.2021 
49 https://www.facebook.com/notes/1399942026726934/ access on: 03.02.2021 
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In addition to the unique natural and historical values, the Lublin region also has a richly 

rooted culinary tradition and hospitality. According to J. Krupa (2010), Lublin Old Polish 

cuisine may constitute one of the essential elements of the region's tourist attractiveness, 

provided that it is supported by intensive promotional activities. The Lublin region is a 

region with a dominant agricultural sector, where the production of traditional food 

products becomes a natural direction of local development. An example may be 

traditionally baked bread (Lublin bread, Chełm bread or Lublin onion soup), traditional 

meat and sausage products, baked dumplings with poppy seeds, fruit (pears, apples, jam), 

lentils, cabbage and mushrooms, pikelets with poppy seeds, “parowańce” with millet and 

cheese or Lublin forshmak50. The potential of regional cuisine is based on activities aimed 

at popularizing regional cuisine - incl. project: "Lublin and Lutsk from the kitchen. The 

boundless world of culinary arts of the Polish-Ukrainian borderland "realized in 2000-2006 

was aimed at creating the image of Lublin and Lutsk as cities with rich achievements of 

regional cuisine and an attractive culinary offer in the gastronomic and tourist sector 

located in the Polish-Ukrainian borderland.51. In turn, the currently implemented project 

MATSYK "Cultural heritage from the kitchen - promotion of culinary traditions and 

professionalisation of the gastronomic offer of Lublin and Równe" aims to strengthen the 

cultural identity of the city of Równe and Lublin, promoting them by preserving and 

popularizing their traditional culinary heritage. "Matsyk" is a traditional, Równe meat dish 

that does not exist in other regions of Ukraine or Poland52. An interesting initiative is also 

the cyclical fairs of Folk Artists and Culinary Art, the purpose of which is to promote the 

cultural heritage of the Hrubieszów region, the traditions of its inhabitants, culinary arts, 

manufacturing and other forms of folk creativity.53. 

Ukrainian cuisine is characterized above all by its simplicity and ease of execution. The 

dishes are full-bodied, aromatic and full of flavor. The basis of Ukrainian cuisine are bread, 

groats and flour dishes. It is very similar to Polish cuisine. However, the multiculturalism 

of this country meant that in this cuisine you can find Armenian, Tatar, Lithuanian, Jewish 

and Russian flavors. In addition to the folk cuisine, based on simple dishes, a court kitchen 

rich in meat dishes was developing. Among the flour dishes, extremely popular in Ukrainian 

cuisine, “pielmieni”, often served with broth, is worth recommending. An equally popular 

dish is “warenyky” - small dumplings that resemble the well-known in Poland “uszka”. 

Warenyky, like other Ukrainian dishes, are generously greased with cracklings. The 

characteristic dishes in the East also include “bliny” - plump pancakes, traditionally 

 
50 J. Krupa (2010) Dziedzictwo kulinarne elementem atrakcyjności turystycznej regionu, Krajobrazy rekreacyjne 
– kształtowanie, wykorzystanie, transformacja. Problemy Ekologii Krajobrazu t. XXVII. 451-455. 
51 https://keep.eu/projects/13655/Lublin-i-uck-od-kuchni-Bezg-EN/ 
52 https://www.pbu2020.eu/pl/projects2020/510; https://lublin.eu/lublin/lublin-w-ue/projekty-
nieinwestycyjne/projekty/dziedzictwo-kulturalne-od-kuchni-promocja-tradycji-kulinarnych-oraz-
profesjonalizacja-oferty-gastronomicznej-lublina-i-rownego,10934,w.html 
53 http://www.starostwo.hrubieszow.pl/news/1273/xiii-targi-tworcow-ludowych-i-sztuki-kulinarnej.html access 
on 03.02.2021 
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prepared on yeast leaven. Ukrainian cuisine is also famous for its soups (e.g. the famous 

Ukrainian borscht). Most of the products used in cooking are natural54, 55. 

Belarusian national cuisine, on the other hand, boasts a centuries-old, very rich and 

interesting history. It has a lot in common with the cuisine of Russians, Ukrainians and 

Poles. Some influences of Lithuanian and Latvian cuisine are also visible. Belarusian cuisine 

maintains its national identity, which has long been conditioned by the specialization of the 

economy, i.e. the production of grain, potatoes, meat, milk and vegetables. The national 

features of Belarusian cuisine include the extensive use of potatoes - known as "second 

bread". Traditional “draniki”, i.e. potato pancakes, potatoes and potato cake are especially 

popular with Belarusians. The most famous national dishes prepared from flour and groats 

are “zacirki” (potato dumplings), kuleš (kulesz), kulaha (kulaga).  The most important 

element of traditional Belarusian national dishes is not a special, sophisticated composition 

of the products, but the very process of their processing - the most common methods are 

baking, cooking and stewing. Dishes prepared and served in clay (ceramic) dishes often 

have a semi-fluid-semi-thick consistency. Interestingly, the implementation of Belarusian 

national cuisine is one of the established requirements for catering facilities (except for 

facilities specializing in the preparation of national dishes of other nations). That is why 

Belarusian dishes are on the menu of all restaurants and cafes. In order to popularize 

dishes of Belarusian cuisine, a week of Belarusian cuisine is regularly organized, when 

restaurants and cafes offer regional dishes prepared according to specific culinary recipes, 

offered at the same price regardless of restaurants and cafes56,57,58. 

Summing up, due to the extraordinary landscape values of the Bug river valley, the high 

naturalness of the region and the culinary richness, the tourist development could be seen 

in the potential hidden in the regional cuisine of the Bug River. Food raw materials and 

food products manufactured using old methods based on multi-generational recipes 

maintained by the local community - especially in rural areas - are nowadays considered 

not only tasty, ecological and healthy, they are also an integral part of the cultural and 

historical heritage of the region in a significant way influencing its tourist attractiveness. 

A place with rich regional cuisine has a chance to gain tourist interest due to the 

authenticity of the place, the novelty of the dish never before eaten, the purchase of 

original food products for home cooking, learning about authentic recipes. Such places may 

also open up the possibility of taking photos or recordings for culinary films. The 

impressions and authenticity of the regional cuisine "on the plate" mean that after 

returning from a trip, we often want to recreate the tastes we have known during the trip 

 
54https://www.ekologia.pl/styl-zycia/kuchnia/kuchnia-ukrainska-historia-skladniki-i-dania-kuchni-
ukrainskiej,27240.html access on 04.02.2021 
55https://podroze.gazeta.pl/podroze/1,116764,12540920,Ukraina__Kuchnia_ukrainska.html access 04.02.2021 
56 https://belarusfacts.by/pl/belarus/culture/belarusian_cuisine/ access on 04.02.2021 
57 https://podrozeodkuchni.pl/2017/03/kuchnia-bialoruska-dania-rekomendacje-ceny/ access on 04.02.2021 
58 http://girlonatrail.pl/kuchnia-bialoruska/ 
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in our own homes or pass the acquired knowledge / recipes / recipes to friends, promoting 

the region and culinary tradition 59. 

 

A special place that should make it possible to use the potential will be the Local Product 

Promotion Center, which is being built in Drohiczyn, where tourists will find culinary 

products from the Bug River communes. An additional attraction will be an escape room, 

from which participants will leave only after they prepare a traditional dish, e.g. lost food. 

Tourists and residents will be able to buy traditional regional products in one place. The 

place will be equipped with a meeting and exhibition room. In the exhibition room you will 

be able to learn about the history of Drohiczyn and local products. 

In contrast to the Podlaskie Local Product Centre, which is a source of knowledge about 

producers and local products, this will be a place where you will be able to come into direct 

contact with the very products of the region. 

  

 
59 D. Orłowski (2018) Polskie kuchnie regionalne i ich miejsce w turystyce kulinarnej na obszarach wiejskich. 

Turystyka Kulturowa, 7 
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SWOT analysis 

 

The performed diagnostic analysis of tourism concerning the development of kayaking 

trails in the cross-border area of the Bug River indicates that it was synthetically 

summarized in the Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats (SWOT) analysis. 

The multidimensional nature of the conducted analysis allowed for the identification of 

factors including landscape, natural, legal and regional, communication and tourist aspects. 

 

Strengths 

• Various levels of difficulty of individual sections of kayaking trails ensuring an offer 

adapted to both advanced and beginner canoeists. 

• Kayak trails run through areas with various forms of landscape, including long sections 

of the natural lowland riverbed, which constitute the high attractiveness of the trail. 

• Location within protected areas provides opportunities for contact with natural 

elements of high diversity and a high degree of naturalness. 

• Well-preserved cultural heritage, including: infrastructure facilities (churches, 

monuments, relics) and still cultivated traditions related to Christian and pagan rites.  

• Cyclical, original historical, sports and culinary events, music, theater and broadly 

cultural festivals, including: Festival on the tripoint, Culture without borders, etc. of 

international, national and regional character. 

• A rich educational, recreational and cultural offer for various age groups - children and 

adolescents, adults and seniors (communal cultural centers, public libraries, senior 

clubs). 

• Strong sense of community ties with traditions and local. 

• Implementation of cross-border projects and programs dedicated to the cultural 

development of the analyzed area. 

• The important role of culinary traditions and the potential of regional cuisine in the 

context of the intangible cultural heritage of the Bug River areas. 

• Perfect conditions for active and specialized tourism - extensive areas for marking out 

tourist trails (walking, cycling, kayaking). 

• In very long sections (except for the Ukrainian part), there is a possibility of car 

communication along the kayaking trails. 

• A well-developed railway network in Belarus and Ukraine, allowing access to many 

towns on the kayak trail. 

• Good connections with large urban centers: Warsaw, Lublin, Lviv, Brest. 
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Weaknesses 

• Hydromorphological conditions may make it impossible to run the runoff in the upper 

and middle section of the Bug river (formation of tree blockages, too low water level 

in the riverbed). 

• Problems with free movement between Poland, Ukraine and Belarus. Legal regulations 

limit the use of the trail in the border sections of the Bug river. 

• The insufficient number of border crossings limits the use of areas of high landscape 

and nature values located on the eastern side of the Bug (including Szacki National 

Park). 

• Poorly developed urban and commuter transport, making it difficult to ultimately reach 

the centers providing tourist services. 

• Uneven distribution of communes and cultural centers both on all sides of the border 

and insufficiently developed generally accessible tourist-related infrastructure, 

especially on the Ukrainian side (a small number of sports and recreational facilities, 

high-standard accommodation facilities, sports equipment rentals, etc.). 

• High intensity of the number of cultural and sports events in summer, and smaller in 

spring and autumn. 

• Insufficient number of catering facilities serving typical regional dishes. 

• Lack of an efficient, integrated system of information, promotion and distribution of 

the existing tourism product and poor access to information about sports and cultural 

events taking place on the Ukrainian and Belarusian side. 

• Negligible tourist offer in the form of packages sold both on site and outside the area, 

no branded tourism products. 

• There are no hiking, horse riding or cycling trails in the region of the Ukrainian and 

Belarusian sections of the kayak trail. 
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Opportunities 

• The occurrence of interesting plant communities and rare animal species creates the 

opportunity to develop tourism products and enrich them (including educational paths, 

birdwathing). 

• Natural values constitute the basis for conducting ecological education, in particular in 

terms of proper behavior during kayaking within the protected areas. 

• Cooperation at the international level is an opportunity to better promote the trail and 

reduce limitations resulting from border protection. 

• The high artistic potential of young people and the involvement of local artists in 

cultural life favoring the organization of cultural events. 

• The development of historical events based on the heritage of Podlasie areas as the 

central area of Poland, economically attractive, is an interesting tourist offer for people 

from outside the region. 

• The growing interest in regional products, organic food and agritourism is a potential 

for creating tourism products. 

• The richness and authenticity of the regional (Bug River) cuisine is the determinant of 

new opportunities for promoting the region. 

• Introducing facilitation in border traffic. 

• Convenient conditions for the development of a network of bicycle, hiking and horse-

riding trails to Belarus and Ukraine. 

• A network of parking lots in the area of places convenient for launching / landing 

kayaks. 

• Growing tourist activity, interest in active tourism, increased demand for weekend 

trips, development of family and nature tourism. 

• Availability of EU funds for cross-border cooperation. 

• Self-organization of economic entities related to tourism, especially owners of 

agritourism farms. 

• Adaptation of previously unused objects to the new tourist functions. 

• Improving the condition of the natural environment in relation to the compliance with 

EU standards related to environmental protection. 
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Threats 

• Lack of popularization of the history of Podlasie in the content of education and media 

coverage. Perception of Podlasie as peripheral and borderland areas - little interest in 

these areas. 

• Too intensive and unsustainable development of kayaking tourism will lead to the loss 

of the "wild" character of the river. Excessive and uncontrolled exploration of naturally 

valuable areas, posing a threat to rare and endangered plants and animals (e.g. 

scaring birds during the breeding season, disturbance of the river bottom during fish 

spawning, synanthropization of large predators). 

• A decline in the landscape and natural values of the kayaking trails due to uneven and 

unplanned development in the riverside areas. 

• Lack of integrity of the cultural offers of the neighboring communes. Competition of 

neighboring municipalities in organizing cultural events (Bug River summer). 

• Communication barriers between centers located in Ukraine, Belarus and Poland. 

• Difficulties in maintaining culinary traditions, traditional recipes and dishes in today's 

globalized world. 

• Uncontrolled development of mass tourism. 

• Increasing barriers to international traffic, e.g. caused by a prolonged epidemic. 

• Limitation of funds for the development of communication infrastructure. 

Communication barriers between centers located in Ukraine, Belarus and Poland. 

• The tendency to degradation of historic buildings due to the lack of sufficient financial 

resources. 

• Deterioration of the material situation of small and medium enterprises related to 

tourism due to the pandemic (hotel, agritourism, restaurants, etc.). 

 

  



 

Strategy for the Kayak Trails Development created as part of the project „Bug unites us – 

creating two cross-border kayaking tourist trails” 

153 Tourism product identity building concept 

Tourism product identity building concept 

 

Creating a brand of a tourism product 

The brand of a tourism product combines material elements that make up the reality of a 

place, i.e. technical infrastructure, tourism development and marking, and elusive aspects 

such as values, symbols, emotions. 

High tourist potential, natural assets, historical buildings, modern hotel and gastronomic 

base, the present does not guarantee that tourism products will be guaranteed brand 

value.  

Currently, from the consumer's point of view, the tourism product forces the search for 

possibilities of its development beyond the tourist resources owned. In shaping the brand 

of a tourism product, it is important to take into account the factors that determine the 

current needs of the recipient. The significant development trends influencing the 

development of the kayaking trails along the Bug should be mentioned: 

• Authenticity and contacts with the local community, 

• Experience: new or more intense experience, hedonistic experiences, greater 

tendency to experiment and risk (YOLO approach, You Only Live Once), 

• Sustainable development, 

• Work-life balance, slow life, 

• The sharing economy, 

• Lifelong learning, 

• Reality virtualization: Internet services related to, among others, with reservations, 

access to information, virtual museums, attractions, social media,  

The name of the brand, i.e. "Bug Treasure", reflects the idea of a network product based 

on kayaking trails on the Bug river and the Dnieper-Bug canal, but also the offer of services 

along with the promotion of values based on the authenticity of the place (assets) and ties 

with the local community.  

The tools to gain a competitive advantage should therefore be functional benefits including 

added values appreciated by recipients, which encourage the arrival, stay and use of the 

offer, such as security, joy, freedom, confidence, relaxation, peace. 

In the process of creating a brand, the "Bug Treasure" is the basis: 

• brand definition and positioning based on the needs and wishes of customers, the 

mission and goals of the tourism product, 

• planning and implementation of marketing campaigns for tourism products, 

including those based on visual identification, 

• measuring and analyzing the results of the activities carried out, 

These activities are described in more detail in this Strategy. 
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The development of brand value requires cooperation and involvement of all participants 

of the supply side of the "Bug Treasure" (brand creators). These activities are aimed at 

strengthening the quality and marketing activities at the brand structure (elements of the 

tourism product). An important activity is the continuous improvement of the quality of 

services, which is associated with reacting to changes in the environment and adapting the 

concept of the tourism product to the needs of tourists. In the 2021-2028 perspective, 

it may be a necessity to adapt it to the post-pandemic conditions. 

Responsibility for shaping the quality level should be taken by individual entities creating 

the tourism brand, i.e. local government, entities from the tourism industry, tourism 

organizations. In the case of the "Bug Treasure" brand, the local government plays an 

important role in shaping and strengthening it:  

• performs regulatory functions,  

• is responsible for the tourism development growth (regional infrastructure, 

communication) along with financing,  

• determines the scope of cooperation between participants creating partial tourism 

products. 

 

The scope of activities due to the brand development phase should take into account the 

following aspects: 

initial phase: 

• conscious orientation towards potential customers and partners, 

• product information, 

• arousing interest in a network product, 

• initiating activities in partnerships, 

• establishing partnerships for the development of a network tourism product based 

on kayaking trails, 

• commencement of operations of the above-mentioned partnerships, 

• implementation of infrastructure investments while maintaining appropriate 

standards of the quality of infrastructure works and visual consistency on the trails 

as part of cross-border cooperation, 

mature phase: 

• constant control and maintenance of quality standards and consistency of all 

component products, 

• maintenance and development of the network product (cleanliness, accessibility / 

capacity of trails, reconstruction of damaged infrastructure, including a marking 

system, introduction of more innovative / adapted solutions to narrower groups of 

recipients, etc.), 
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• informing and promoting the progress of product development (including ensuring 

the availability and quality of tourist information), 

• improvement of the tourist information system and development of marketing tools, 

• creating a positive brand image of a network product, 

• continuation and evolution of partnerships implementing infrastructure investments 

in adaptation to the changing needs and conditions shaping the product potential, 

• integration of promotional and information activities based on image-consistent 

promotion tools, 

• monitoring of competitive offers in the field of kayaking tourism, 

• conducting customer satisfaction monitoring, including identification of areas for 

modification or improvement (surveys, interviews with operators, analysis of 

opinions on the Internet). 

 

The instruments used by the local government are the basis of brand management:  

1) technical:  

• tourist investments,  

• creating, integrating and developing the tourist offer,  

• promotion of the network tourism product,  

• use of public-private partnership procedures,  

2) organizational:  

• creating and active cooperation and networking for the development of a tourism 

product, 

• monitoring of the tourist market,  

• foreign cooperation,  

3) human resources: development of human resources and competences in creating 

tourism products. 

4) administrative:  

• records of accommodation facilities,  

• records of entities involved in brokerage sales and tourism organization,  

• application procedures for European Union funds for tourism development,  

• implementing a tourism product development strategy, 

• monitoring of the tourism product development strategy. 

The key challenge in the branding process is the transition from the initial to the mature 

phase and quick response to changing market conditions, trends and customer needs that 

govern it. The turning point will also be the modification of cluster systems and 

partnerships ensuring the quality and variety of tourist services offered. Monitoring the 
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quality of the services provided and the needs is a key task to ensure appropriate 

adjustments and modifications. 

 

Image through building a tourist brand 

A properly prepared tourism product attracts an increasing number of recipients and at the 

same time influences the local community awareness and activity. 

In the process of shaping the image of a tourism product, the activities of local authorities, 

organizations and residents have a significant impact. 

An important role in the process of shaping the brand image is played by the identification 

and use of unique features in marketing activities that distinguish it and build its 

individuality and character. The choice of unique identity features of an area will affect the 

entire process of shaping its image, especially the selection of instruments that should 

focus on deliberately selected attributes of a tourism product. In the case of the "Bug 

Treasure" brand, based on the Bug River kayak trails, the main desired image features 

are: authentic, unique, activating, focused on relationships. It should be avoided, that  

such features that may cause the product brand to be perceived as random, uninspiring, 

unintegrated, and the offer will be perceived as unattractive and not very distinctive and 

closed to new trends and technologies. 

 

The mission of the tourism product 

The mission is an element that is to motivate to take action. At the same time, it has an 

integrating function for various, often conflicting interests, economic and social 

environments, concentrated around a leading field. The mission of the tourism product 

focusing around the kayaking trails along the Bug River was based on the diagnosis of the 

tourist potential of the tourist trails and development prospects. The components of the 

vision identified in the course of the work carried out create a multidimensional system, 

which for the purposes of this study was called the "Bug Treause". The kayaking trails 

along the Bug River have been positioned graphically as a unique and valuable element 

(Bug Treasure) that combines various elements (dimensions), the existence and 

development of which determines its value. A graphic presentation of this concept is 

presented in the figure below. 
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Figure 35. Bug Treasure 

Source: GIG Katowice 

 

The presented elements determining the value of the "Bug Treasure" are: 

• Identity is a dimension in which the region's particular cultural values focus. They were 

shaped mainly in connection with the specific location of the area at the junction of 

three countries and introduced a valuable combination in culture and mentality, 

making it unique. The manifestations of the identity of the area of the kayaking trails 

on the Bug river are: regional cuisine, buildings, hospitality, cultural offer and diversity 

of religions, 

• Activity is an element that can be understood in two dimensions, on the one hand it 

results from the business (economic) activity focused around the area, which brings 

together a number of tourist, catering and other sectors. On the other hand, it is 

associated with movement and practicing sports (kayaking with varying degrees of 

difficulty), 

• The experiences include a set of related experiences provided to tourists by using the 

kayak trails, 

• Nature is associated with unique environmental assets around the kayaking trails, 

which have been carefully inventoried in the study,  

• The bond is a special element that binds all stakeholders related to the kayaking trails 

on the Bug River. It should be noted that this bond includes not only Polish 

stakeholders, but also Belarus and Ukraine. 

 

Bug 

Treasure 

Identity Activity 

Experience 

Bonds 

Nature 
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The presented concept of the vision of the tourism product will constitute the basis for the 

description of tourism products. 

 

Tourist Brand LOGO and examples of using the Logo to promote the Brand on 

promotional materials 

 

The logo is the basis for branding a company or products and plays an important role in 

brand building. Most enterprises, institutions, and recently also local government units 

decide to introduce such a sign into their identification, and the largest global brands 

undergo rebranding cyclically every few years, at the same time showing how important it 

is to adapt the logo. 

A well-designed logo should be thoughtful and consistent with the image of the company 

or product. Although changing trends set certain patterns or follow the paths that many 

brands follow, the graphic symbol should primarily match the industry in which it 

operates60. 

 

The LOGO proposal for the promotion of kayaking trails is presented below. 

 

 

Figure 36 Logo proposal for the promotion of kayak trails 

Source: GIG Katowice 

 
60 http://investment.allcon.pl/ - access 22.03.2021 
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As indicated in the earlier chapters of the strategy, the main tools to gain a competitive 

advantage of the "Bug Treasure" brand should be functional benefits based on values such 

as security, joy, freedom, confidence, relaxation, peace. For this reason, the base color of 

the logo is blue, which is associated with stability, trust and honesty. 

The logo is based on a circle that symbolizes harmony and unity, and is intended for 

companies and institutions that care about good social relations. Therefore, it indicates the 

overwhelming influence of sustainable tourism in the strategy being created and on the 

creation and positioning of the brand based on the needs and wishes of customers. 

The presented logo contains elements directly related to the nature of the trails, 

geographical location and refers to the form of activity on which tourism products are 

based. 

 

• The main element of the logo are two curves resembling waves on rivers or meanders 

characteristic for most sections of the Bug. 

• One of the curves ends in the shape of a paddle shovel - directly referring to the 

kayaking tourism on which the tourism products are based. 

• Below the paddle blade there are three flags of the countries in which the kayak trails 

are located, closed in the shape of kayaks. The distribution of flags / kayaks 

corresponds to the location of country borders on the map. 

 

The shape and the colors used have been selected in such a way that they can be used 

both in printouts, promotional gadgets as well as in messages and digital materials. Below 

are the visualizations of the logo on various types of promotional materials. 
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Figure 37 Visualization of the use of the logo as a print on a T-shirt 
Source: GIG Katowice 

 

Figure 38 Visualization of the use of the logo on a digital information board 

Source: GIG Katowice 
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Figure 39 Visualization of the use of the logo on promotional materials - a pen 
Source: GIG Katowice 
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Stakeholder analysis  

In the classical approach, stakeholders are divided into internal (employees of the 

organization, management board, supervisory board or shareholders) and external 

(service providers, customers, local authorities). In the case of the kayak trail, it is difficult 

to identify internal stakeholders, except when an institution dedicated to its management, 

promotion, etc. is established.  

At present, the partners of the “Bug unites us” project can be considered internal 

stakeholders: 

• Drohiczyn commune, 

• Chervonohrad District Council, 

• Department of Tourism of the Drohiczyn Region, 

involved in the construction and development of the tourism product in the form of two 

kayak trails. Internal stakeholders can be divided, among others, the managers of the 

areas where the service will be provided, tourism service providers, tourists, residents, 

etc. In the group of managing stakeholders, water management units should be 

mentioned: 

• The State Water Holding Polish Waters, 

• Derzhvodahentstvo Ukraine, 

• Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of the Republic of 

Belarus,  

• Polish-Ukrainian transboundary waters commission, 

• Polish-Belarusian Commission for Cooperation in Transborder Waters, 

• Border Guards. 

and local government units through which the regional and local trail runs, including at the 

NUTS3 level: 

Ukraine: 

• Rejon złoczowski, 

• Rejon lwowski, 

• Rejon czerwonogradzki, 

• Rejon włodzimierz-wołyńskij, 

• Rejon kowelski, 

Poland: 

• District hrubieszowski, 

• District chełmski, 

• District włodawski, 

• District bialski, 

• District łosicki, 
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• District siemiatycki, 

• District wysokomazowiecki, 

• District sokołowski, 

• District ostrowski, 

• District wyszkowski, 

• District wołomiński, 

Belarus: 

• Drogichin region, 

• Kobrin region, 

• Zhabinka region, 

• Brest region. 

Among the administrative units, the entities directly managing tourism at the national level 

should also be mentioned: 

• Department of Tourism of the Ministry of Development, Labor and Technology, 

• Ministry of Culture and Tourism of Ukraine, 

• Ministry of Sport and Tourism of the Republic of Belarus, 

• Polish-Belarusian Working Group for Tourism, 

• Polish-Ukrainian Working Group for Tourism, 

• Tourist Information Points along the entire length of the trails. 

 

Municipal and communal cultural units play a very important role in shaping the 

image of communes and the region, as well as in preparing and delivering tourist 

offers. The events they organize and the heritage they preserve make it possible 

to maintain the authenticity of the places visited by tourists. 

 

Another group of stakeholders are entities using surface waters on individual sections of 

the trails: 

• Hydroelectric power stations, 

• Managers of reservoirs on the Bug river, 

• Port managers, 

• Managers of ferry crossings, 

• Water and sewage companies, 

• Fishing clubs and associations. 

 

Activities, especially investment activities carried out within the trails, should be agreed 

not only with water managers but also with environmental management institutions: 

• The General Directorate for Environmental Protection, 
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• Ministry of Environmental Protection of Ukraine, 

• Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of the Republic of 

Belarus. 

In a consultative way, also ecological organizations operating in the area through which 

the kayak trails run. 

A very important role in the shaping and development of tourist trails will be played by 

service providers from the tourism and tourism-related industries, such as: 

• Organizers of kayaking trips, 

• Owners of kayak equipment rentals, 

• Harbor owners, 

• Hoteliers, owners of guesthouses and agritourism farms, 

• Restaurateurs, 

• Anglers, 

• Guides, 

• Organizers of active forms of recreation, 

• Travel entrepreneurs associations, 

• Local action groups, 

• Tourist information points. 

The impact on the development of kayaking trails will be related to the development of 

other forms of spending free time, including development and activity: 

• Organizers of other thematic trails (religious, cultural, culinary, bicycle ...), 

• Cultural institutions, 

• Children's leisure organizers. 

The media will play an important role in promoting kayaking trails in each of the three 

countries. 

They will be the last but perhaps the most important group for the development of kayaking 

trails: 

• Kayakists (professionals, amateurs, kayak associations, sports clubs ...), 

• Inhabitants of the village along the trails, 

• Local entrepreneurs. 

 

The development of kayaking trails will depend on the development of the entire region, 

and at the same time should become an impulse for the development of the surrounding 

areas. Implementation of projects in border areas requires even greater involvement of a 

wide group of stakeholders. The cooperation of various social and professional groups may 

have a positive impact on blurring the differences between the methods of management 

and organization in individual countries. Engaging as wide and diverse group of 
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stakeholders as possible also helps in reducing conflicts at the stage of implementation of 

investment and non-investment projects and helps to maintain the multifunctionality of 

riverside areas. Cooperation within various groups should also be aimed at maintaining the 

environmental order and limiting the negative impact of tourism on the quality of the 

natural environment and the landscape of river valleys. 

 

In addition to the basic group of stakeholders involved in the development of the region 

and tourism in its area, each tourism product will have a different target group of recipients 

and actors on the supply side of the product. These groups are defined in detail in the 

subsection on tourism products.  
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Researching the needs of people using the trails 

The research covered a total of 1,296 respondents, of which over 1,060 were participants 

in kayaking trails from three countries: Poland, Belarus and Ukraine. The survey was also 

conducted among representatives of the tourism industry related to kayaking trails and 

local governments; over 230 surveys were conducted among this group of respondents.  

Among the surveyed people who use the kayaking trails (living in Poland) there were nearly 

70% of people who use this form of recreation occasionally, approx. 22% who use the 

kayaking trails more than 5 times a year. 95% use the trails only in summer, over 80% 

use a one-day stay, 17% a two-day stay, the remaining respondents use the kayaking 

trips longer than two days.  

The respondents living in Ukraine were among the people who frequently use the kayaking 

trails (80% of the respondents use the trails more than 5 times a year) both in winter and 

summer, and preferred a longer form of rest (over 3 days - 66, 7%) self-organized, but 

planned in advance, or possibly organized leisure.  

Respondents from Belarus, like Poles, use the kayaking trails sporadically and only in 

summer. Over 80% of respondents prefer a one-day stay and take advantage of self-

organized leisure, appropriately planned in advance (64%) or use an organized form.   

Regardless of the preferences regarding the form (organized stay, organization of leisure 

on their own in a spontaneous or planned way in advance) and the length (1-day, 2-day, 

3-day and longer) of rest, the respondents found that they most often look for information 

related to the organization of rest on websites (on average about 80% of respondents from 

Poland, Belarus and Ukraine), or use information that has been recommended by someone. 

Sometimes, however, they use information that they receive from the host of the house 

where they stay overnight. 

 

Figure 40 Sources of information about canoeing trips according to people using the trails 
Source: Own study based on the results of the survey  
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The respondents concluded that the key factors influencing the attractiveness of the 

kayaking trails are: the natural values of the area. The respondents expect an efficient 

organization of the kayaking trip, including the provision of transport and a transparent 

offer containing information on: kayaking time, difficulty level, rules of kayaking trips, 

prices, and available parking lots. Such information should be available on websites and in 

social media. Other factors, such as: a diverse offer in terms of the length of the trail, or 

the level of difficulty, adapting the offer for families with children and accompanying 

events, have an impact on the attractiveness of the offer presented, but this impact is not 

crucial.  

 

Figure 41 Factors influencing the development of tourism in the region Score from 0 to 5, where, 0 
- no impact, 3 - there is an impact, 5 - key impact. 
Source: Own study based on the results of the survey 

 

The respondents also found that the most important thing was the proximity of areas with 

high natural values and places attractive for tourists, monuments. They pointed out that 

the extensive accommodation base, the presence of other tourist trails, e.g. horse, hiking 

or bicycle trails, and rich cultural life are important elements influencing the attractiveness 

of the presented offer.  
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Figure 42 The importance of the elements accompanying the canoeing routes according to the 
participants. Grade from 0 to 5, where, 0 - no impact, 3 - there is an impact, 5 - key impact. 
Source: Own study based on the results of the survey  

 

According to the representatives of the tourism industry and local government units, 

regardless of the country of origin, as in the case of participants using the trails, the main 

way of disseminating information about tourism-related services is the Internet (84% of 

responses). The following is of less importance: command information (11% of responses). 

Among other options, e-mail was identified as an effective means of disseminating 

information.  

 

Figure 43 Sources of information on tourism-related services by local governments and tourism 

industries 
Source: Own study based on the results of the survey  
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According to all respondents, regardless of the country of residence, the natural resources 

and the potential of the regional cuisine are among the strongest points of the region, 

which at present is not fully used.   

 

Figure 44 Strengths and weaknesses of the region. Positive factors are strengths. The strength of 

the factor is evidenced by the numerical value 
Source: Own study based on the results of the survey  

 

Polish local government officials and representatives of the tourism industry also point to 

other advantages of the region. Great potential is seen not only in the regional cuisine, but 

also in cultural values (e.g. monuments, museums, open-air museums). The weakest 

elements of the region are: medical facilities also available for tourists, communication 

infrastructure, the existing base of tourism-related services and the lack of additional 

internet tools supporting tourism, e.g. e-guide.  
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Figure 45 Strengths and weaknesses of the region indicated by the Polish side. Factors with a positive 
coefficient are strengths, negative factors are weaknesses. The strength of the factor is evidenced 
by the numerical value. 
Source: Own study based on the results of the survey  

 

On the Belarusian side, it is recognized that the greatest strengths of the region, apart 

from natural resources, are: cultural values, cultural life and cyclical events, and 

communication infrastructure. There were no significant weaknesses in the region.  

 

Figure 46 Strengths and weaknesses of the region indicated by the Belarusian side. Positive factors 
are strengths. The strength of the factor is evidenced by the numerical value. 

Source: Own study based on the results of the survey  
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In the opinion of the Ukrainian side, as well as the Polish side, the potential of the regional 

cuisine is an advantage in addition to natural values. The weak points of the region include 

the existing base of tourism-related products.   

 

Figure 47 Strengths and weaknesses of the region as indicated by the Ukrainian side. Factors with a 
positive coefficient are strengths, negative factors are weaknesses. The strength of the factor is 
evidenced by the numerical value. 
Source: Own study based on the results of the survey  

 

There are many factors influencing the development of tourism. Some of them are related 

to various types of support, both financial and substantive. The tools enabling the 

establishment of cooperation between various entities also seem to be of key importance. 

All the factors indicated in the survey were assessed as having an impact on the 

development of tourism in the region. The respondents expect all kinds of activities 

supporting the promotion of the region (score 3.9). Substantive support of experts, tools 

for cooperation between the local government and local entrepreneurs, between 

municipalities and international cooperation, as well as access to human resources such 

as: hotelier, cook, guide, sports instructor) have been recognized as having an impact on 

the development of tourism, but not in a key way.  
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Figure 48 Factors influencing the development of tourism in the region. Grade from 0 to 5, where, 
0 - no impact, 3 - there is an impact, 5 - key impact. 
Source: Own study based on the results of the survey  

 

All respondents, regardless of the country in which the survey was conducted, concluded 

that the promotion of the region should cover all its values, with particular emphasis on 

natural values (in the case of respondents from Poland) or promoting mainly tourist assets 

and infrastructure (in the case of respondents from Ukraine) . About 30% of the 

respondents in Poland also found it justified to promote kayaking trails as an element in 

common with the promotion of another undertaking. The respondents also pointed out that 

the promotion should be directed to the local community, e.g. young people (school trips 

- promotion of the region as an attractive place to live).  
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Figure 49 The direction of promotion of kayaking trails on the example of respondents from Poland 
Source: Own study based on the results of the survey  

 

Moreover, the respondents emphasized the importance of marking the trail with the names 

of places and the distance, as well as adjusting the offer for less advanced participants 

who want to spend a longer time in this region. Even a very modest kayak harbor with a 

roof, a place for a bonfire and pitching a tent, as well as a garbage can, which is emptied 

as needed, will make the kayak trail more attractive. It is also important to be able to 

recharge the canoeists' cell phones by building photovoltaic panels, which will also provide 

lighting. The location near the river bed, but if possible not on the floodplain, should allow 

for access to the marina. The location of some marinas near the town could have a positive 

impact on the development of their infrastructure (e.g. sanitary infrastructure). 

Among the additional comments of the respondents, there was also information that the 

promotion of the Upper Bug region is insufficient, there is no kayaking infrastructure, 

adequate access to the river, bridges and marking the kayak trail, there is a lack of funds 

for promotion and support, including advertising for existing agritourism enterprises. . 

Financial resources are needed to maintain the existing and expand the future 

infrastructure (also due to the water level rising to about 2 m and pouring out even up to 

500 m from the bed). It was also pointed out that tourists come to the Bug River, they 

highly value the wildness of the area. Therefore, if it gets crowded like in the Bieszczady 

Mountains, tourists will stop coming or those who do not respect the naturalness of this 

place will come. The respondents expect such a proposal that will not disturb the natural 

balance. The respondents also expect cooperation that will generate new ideas, the 

implementation of which will result in more tourists. It is necessary to cooperate at the 

level of local governments of all countries and places covered by the project. It is also 

necessary to integrate the tourism industry and local governments, as a result of which, 

for example, tax breaks will be introduced, there will be cooperation in the organization of 
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joint cyclical events (2-3 per year). Attention should be paid to the long-term nature of the 

activities carried out, which does not close in 5-year periods. There is a need to clear the 

oxbow lakes, which will additionally make the kayaking trails more attractive. A spawning 

ground for fish will be created, which will attract anglers, but also contribute to enhancing 

the aesthetic and landscape values. The tourist offer for families as well as the weekend 

and long-term offer should also be refined.  

The respondents living in Ukraine and Belarus mention the necessity to report the 

willingness to flow along the river to the Border Guard, which causes problems and hinders 

the development of tourism. The respondents also pointed out that a motorway is being 

renovated near the kayak trail on the Ukrainian side, which will allow tourists to 

conveniently reach tourist destinations. In the total offer promoting the created trails, it is 

also necessary to indicate other attractive places to visit on the Ukrainian side. 

Unfortunately, it was also found that there is no tourist base on the Ukrainian side.  

In Dobrotworze (UA) kayaking sports are widespread, young people ending their sports 

careers can become kayaking instructors. Moreover, it is possible to combine the offer of 

kayaking lessons for disabled people and their families. In addition, in the Kryłów 

commune, Cross-border Days of Good Neighborhood are organized, connecting Poles and 

Ukrainians. This commune is willing to cooperate.  

The respondents also noted the need to implement similar international projects, as such 

activities significantly contribute to the development of tourism.  

In-depth interviews (IDI) 

In the case of the analyzed kayaking trails, the key strategic advantages identified by the 

representatives of the industry related to the kayaking trail are the natural and landscape 

values. Kayaking trips make it possible to get to know this area, which is very attractive 

for tourists and nature lovers, in an interesting and direct way. The wildness and closeness 

of the surrounding nature as well as unusual views give the opportunity to break away 

from civilization, city life "on the run". The high natural values and richness of biological 

diversity of natural habitats provided the basis for the creation of many forms of nature 

protection in the analyzed area. Entrepreneurs in the kayak industry indicate that 

nowadays tourists are increasingly looking for places to rest close to nature. As a strength, 

the respondents indicate the different degree of difficulty of individual sections of the 

kayaking trails, which gives the opportunity to create a wide offer adapted to different 

groups of users, both for advanced and beginner canoeists, as well as families with children 

or organized groups (e.g. school youth, business customers - as a supplement to the offer 

of integration trips). However, in order to expand the offer addressed to organized groups, 

the need to expand the accommodation offer with larger facilities that could accommodate 
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larger groups of tourists was indicated. Strongly emphasizing that this development should 

take place in a sustainable manner, respecting local traditions and natural resources. It was 

also indicated to consider the creation of campsites near the river, with appropriate 

infrastructure, as well as the possibility of adapting previously unused facilities to new 

tourist functions. In turn, the development of accommodation facilities for individual 

tourists, families with children should be based on the creation of facilities such as 

agritourism farms or habitats. 

The culture of the local population, which is in a way an element of everyday life, in the 

form of local customs, traditions, legends or religions, is something original and unique. 

During the interviews, it was emphasized many times that the analyzed area 

is characterized by exceptional cultural values, which makes it possible to create 

a comprehensive tourist offer, eg kayaking trips linked with visiting places of religious 

worship (eg "pilgrimage trips"). The possibility of combining kayaking trips with other 

activities in the form of a comprehensive tourism product, e.g. bicycle tours, horse riding, 

hiking tours, was also indicated. Diversification of the offer would at the same time 

contribute to reducing the potential threat related to the possibility of extensive kayaking 

tourism. 

Regional culinary traditions, original food products, dishes prepared according to a recipe 

passed down from generation to generation, are nowadays an important element in 

shaping the image of a given region, often becoming its showpiece and at the same time 

creating a branded tourism product. The area covered by this strategy is characterized by 

a high potential of regional cuisine, which, however, according to respondents, is 

underused. Entrepreneurs indicate that they cooperate with restaurants / catering 

companies to supplement the offer of kayaking trips, but in their opinion, it is necessary 

to expand the gastronomic offer based on regional dishes, made on the basis of seasonal, 

fresh products, while supporting local producers of organic food. Food raw materials and 

food products, which are produced on the basis of multi-generational recipes, are 

nowadays considered not only tasty and healthy, but also constitute an integral part of the 

cultural and historical heritage of the region, which significantly affects its tourist 

attractiveness.   

The interviews indicated issues related to the difficulties related to recruiting qualified staff 

in tourism-related professions, including services including the organization of kayaking 

trips. This is due not only to the specificity of the required skills and experience, but also 

to the required availability of the employee (work also on days off). Also indicated was the 

poorly developed urban and commuter transport, which makes it difficult to reach 

destinations that provide tourist services. An important role was assigned to efficiently 

functioning tourist information, at the same time emphasizing the urgent need for 

improvement actions in this respect, especially in smaller towns. Citing numerous good 
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practices from other regions / countries, the respondents emphasized that efficient and 

dynamically operating tourist information points significantly contribute to the 

development of tourism. 

In the opinion of a representative of the kayaking industry, the situation related to the 

COVID-19 pandemic that had been prevailing for over a year did not adversely affect his 

activity, but it contributed to a change in the client's profile in the context of users of 

kayaking trails. In 2020, business tourists rarely used kayaking trips, and the main group 

of tourists using the trails were families with children. This situation was most likely due 

to the limited possibilities of organizing foreign travel related to the pandemic. 

In summary, the development of the created kayaking trails as tourism products should 

be based mainly on the sustainable use of the existing natural and cultural heritage. 

However, further investments are necessary to expand the offer and create new tourism 

products, including those related to active sports. 
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Mission and vision for the development of kayaking trails 

 

The following assumptions were taken into account when creating the mission and vision 

for the development of the kayaking trails on the Bug River: 

• Tourism in the coming years will continue to be an important factor in the economic 

development of cities and regions, especially in recovery from the crisis caused by 

the COVID-19 pandemic. It is assumed that the phenomena related to the 

development of tourism and the importance of tourism as an economic sector will 

intensify.  

• Kayaking trails on the Bug are predisposed to the development of recreational 

(active sports), cultural, business (including conference) and religious tourism, both 

domestically and internationally. Supplementing and creating new forms of activity 

related to tourism: culinary, entertainment, educational and other will allow for 

fuller use of the tourist potential of the region.  

• Kayak trails will become one of the emerging tourist centers in the border area due 

to the rich cultural, historical and environmental heritage. They have a creative 

potential to build modern, competitive tourism products.  

• The condition for creating the recognition of kayaking trails as a place for meeting 

tourist needs is the construction of modern facilities for recreational, cultural and 

business tourism and their development in a way that allows for the synergy effect 

- together with other activities undertaken for the development of tourism. In this 

regard, co-financing from European Union programs, which enable the 

implementation of tourism and tourism-related investments, is of importance.  

• The development of tourism products related to kayaking trails should be carried 

out in accordance with the horizontal principles - equal opportunities and 

accessibility, especially for people with disabilities, and the principles of sustainable 

development. 

• The development of tourism products for kayaking trails should be carried out so 

as not to infringe the interests of native residents and to ensure the preservation 

of cultural identity.  

• An important factor in improving the competitiveness of tourist attraction operators 

is the ability to properly communicate with the recipients of the tourist offer. It is 

important to adapt the forms of communication to contemporary technological 

requirements and the expectations of a modern tourist (use of narration, advanced 

profiling of the offer, searching for ways of establishing two-way communication, 

involving recipients).  
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• The key to the development of tourism products concentrated on the kayaking trails 

on the Bug is the improvement of time, spatial and social accessibility, care for 

complementary infrastructure that meets the basic needs of tourists, space 

aesthetics and functionality, safety, preservation of environmental values as well 

as the creation of organizational and technical amenities for tourists.  

• The condition for improving the quality of tourist services is qualified tourist staff 

and cooperation of entities providing services to tourists, among others by 

developing cooperation structures of tourism industry entities into network forms 

(e.g. clusters) and better use of international connections, including membership of 

international organizations. 

 

The logical diagram of extracting tourism products for kayaking trails is presented in the 

figure below: 
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Figure 50. Logical scheme of determining the vision and selecting tourist products 
Source: GIG Katowice 

 

The vision of the development of the kayaking trails in the perspective of 2028 contains 

the future tourist position and the image of the kayaking trails and the adjacent villages 

and towns towards which they are aiming in the long term. This is a fundamental aspiration 

that should be shared by all who wish to achieve the desired state of reality relating to the 

tourist development of the areas along the kayaking trails. The vision shows what the area 

is to become for the addressees of the kayaking trails.  

For kayaking trails, an expansion strategy is recommended, which is based on the 

predominance of strengths in the internal potential and opportunities in the external 
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environment. In this type of strategy, the development of kayaking trails along the Bug 

and the Dnieper-Bug canal is based on the advantages it represents under favorable 

development conditions. In the case of the analyzed kayaking trails, the key strategic 

advantages are: the natural and landscape values, the history of the Polish-Belarusian-

Ukrainian borderland, regional products and crafts, active cultural and educational 

institutions, the growing number of visitors. 

The vision proposed for the Kayak Trail Development Strategy refers to the region's 

potential. It also takes into account current and planned investments that are to expand 

the tourist offer and create tourism, including those related to active sports. The vision 

also strengthened the implemented concept of positioning the Kayak Trails brand as an 

important active recreation center. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tourist products related to the kayaking trails of the Bug along with a proposal 

for their development 

 

The network product of the "Bug Treasure" brand consists of component products, the 

integral part of which are kayaking trails on the Bug river and the Dnipro-Bug canal.  

The coexistence of kayaking trails with strengthening products ensures the diversity and 

comprehensiveness of the offer. Kayak trails are an integral and non-negligible part of the 

network product, but at the same time the idea is to introduce flexibility for the parallel 

operation and development of individual products of development of various types of 

tourism, e.g. active, natural, cultural, health, culinary, religious. Each strengthening 

product can be independently developed with its own potential and demand. 

The product is characterized by multi-processability, determined by the participation of 

many involved entities in its development and functioning. The table below provides a 

description of the individual component products. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kayak trails are a significant place combining active rest and recreation in 

a landscape and natural environment, drawing from the culture and 

identity of the region to build unforgettable experiences and bonds.  
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Table 8. Characteristics of the tourist product "Active recreation without borders” 

Product name Active recreation without limits 

Slogan promoting 

the product 
Experience. Explore. Kayak! 

Characteristic 

features of the 

product 

The product is dedicated to people interested in spending their 

free time actively on kayaking trails - various forms of sports 

activity with various levels of difficulty, especially kayaking, 

cross-country skiing, cross-country running, and fishing. The 

product uses the international specifics of the river course and 

the possibility of getting closer to nature. 

Target main 

customers 

Individual tourists, families, individual and organized groups of 

sports enthusiasts, including kayaking, explorers, thrill-seekers, 

anglers 

Actors on the 

supply side of the 

product 

Local governments, 

Bug River Kayak Tourism Center, 

Business entities - sports equipment rentals, 

Tourist information points, 

Entities brokering the sale and organization of tourism, including 

active forms of recreation, 

Entities offering hotel services, 

Restaurateurs, 

Guides, 

Associations with a tourist profile. 

 

Product 

components 

Qualities 

• various degrees of difficulty on the kayak 

trails, 

• environmental qualities, wild and untouched 

nature, 

• recreational areas connected with the basin 

of the Bug and the Dnipro-Bug canal 

• historic architecture, 

Infrastructure 

• communication accessibility, 

• shops and restaurants (serving regional 

dishes), 

• tourist marking, 

• tourist information,  

• tourist services - organization of sports,  

• accommodation base varied in terms of price 

and standard,  

• parking lots,  

• sports equipment rentals, e.g. kayaks, 

bicycles, etc. 

Product features 

 

Weekend or longer holiday arrivals, 

All year round. 
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Product name Calm and rest 

Slogan promoting 

the product 
Naturally, no limits 

Characteristic 

features of the 

product 

The product is dedicated to people interested in rest and 

moderate activity. Spending free time walking, communing with 

nature, away from the city noise and everyday races. Calm 

down, relax, discover the beauty of nature. Use of ecosystem 

services. 

Target main 

customers 

Individual tourists, families, nature explorers and observers, 

naturalists, fishermen, tired and stressed people. 

Actors on the 

supply side of the 

product 

Local governments, 

Business entities - sports equipment rentals, 

Tourist information points, 

Entities brokering sales and tourism organization, 

Entities offering hotel and accommodation services, including 

agritourism farms, 

Restaurateurs, 

Guides. 

Product 

components 

Qualities 

• environmental values, wild and untouched 

nature,, 

• recreational areas connected with the Bug 

basin, 

• historic architecture, 

• possibility of communing with nature (alone, 

paths and nature trails), 

• building harmony (e.g. yoga, meditation, 

etc.) 

Infrastructure 

• communication accessibility, 

• gastronomic base and accommodation base 

diversified in terms of offer and prices,  

• agritourism, 

• tourist information, 

• tourist marking, 

• local, natural products. 

Product features Weekend or longer holiday arrivals, curative stays. 
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Product name In the footsteps of tradition and identity 

Slogan promoting 

the product 
Explore all the way to the Borderlands 

Characteristic 

features of the 

product 

The product is dedicated to people interested in the region, 

especially the traditions, culture of the region and its history. 

Presentation of a specific cultural mix - the tripoint of borders. 

Traditional cuisine, folklore, historical monuments, architecture, 

collections, places. Cyclical cultural events - festivals. Visiting 

historic buildings and excursions to places of worship. 

Target main 

customers 

Individual tourists, organized groups, historians, ethnographers, 

cultural studies and history enthusiasts, the elderly, families with 

children, people with disabilities. 

Actors on the 

supply side of the 

product 

Local governments, 

Business entities - sports equipment rentals, 

Tourist information points, 

Cultural institutions, 

Entities brokering sales and tourism organization, 

Entities offering hotel and accommodation services, including 

agritourism farms, 

Restaurateurs, 

Guides, 

Tourist associations. 

Product 

components 

Qualities 

• historic architecture and religious buildings 

• monuments of architecture and art, 

museums 

• natural resources, 

• educational offer of cultural institutions (e.g. 

museums), 

• thematic trails 

• outdoor events: fairs, concerts, folklore 

presentation 

Infrastructure 

• communication accessibility, 

• shops and restaurants (serving regional 

dishes), 

• cafes with outdoor seating, 

• shops, including souvenirs, regional products, 

• tourist marking, 

• tourist information,  

• accommodation base varied in terms of price 

and standard,  

• parking lots. 

Product features 
Weekend arrivals, short-term stays related to participation in 

cultural events. 
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Product name Emotions and challenges 

Slogan promoting 

the product 
In the current of events 

Characteristic 

features of the 

product 

The product is dedicated in particular to middle and higher level 

business customers who are eager for impressions and emotions. 

Demanding recipients for whom the day plan should be precisely 

prepared and include a number of activities. 

Target main 

customers 

Individual tourists, organized groups, business clients, physically 

active people 

Actors on the 

supply side of the 

product 

Local governments, 

Business entities - sports equipment rentals, 

Tourist information points, 

Entities brokering sales and tourism organization, including event 

agencies, 

Entities offering hotel services, 

Restaurateurs, 

Guides, 

Tourist associations. 

Product 

components 

Qualities 

• sporting events, preferably extreme sports, 

• organized festivals, cultural and occasional 

events, 

• Tourist attractiveness of the vicinity of the Bug 

valley and the Dnieper-Bug canal, 

• possibility of organizing attractive cultural and 

business events, 

• varying degrees of difficulty in overcoming the 

kayak trail, 

• entertainment offer enriched with regional 

values, 

• location in the international network layout, 

Infrastructure 

• availability of sports infrastructure, 

• sports equipment rentals, 

• shops and restaurants (serving regional 

dishes), 

• catering services, translation services, 

• accommodation base varied in terms of price 

and standard,  

• Internet access, 

• availability of conference rooms, 

• parking lots,  

Product features 

Organized groups of business tourists, participants of conferences, 

seminars, training courses; individual or organized groups of 

athletes. Kayak trails as a complementary product to the offer. 
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Product name Nature trails 

Slogan promoting 

the product 
Rediscover 

Characteristic 

features of the 

product 

Product dedicated to educational activities 

Target main 

customers 

Individual tourists, organized groups, historians, ethnographers, 

cultural studies and history enthusiasts, the elderly, families with 

children, people with disabilities, students 

Actors on the 

supply side of the 

product 

Local governments, 

Business entities - sports equipment rentals, 

Tourist information points, 

Entities brokering sales and tourism organization, 

Cultural and sports institutions, 

Organizers of children's leisure, 

Entities offering hotel and accommodation services, including 

agritourism farms, 

Restaurateurs, 

Guides, 

Tourist associations, 

Inhabitants of the village along the trails, 

Local entrepreneurs. 

Product 

components 

Qualities 

• monuments of architecture and art, 

• natural resources, 

• thematic nature trails, ecological paths 

• educational offer of cultural institutions (e.g. 

museums), 

• training and educational offer of local 

institutions, 

• meetings with authorities, 

• special interests group, 

Infrastructure 

• accommodation base varied in terms of price 

and standard, 

• specialty stores, 

• associations, foundations, interest clubs 

• shops and restaurants (serving regional 

dishes), 

• accommodation base varied in terms of price 

and standard,  

• transport infrastructure, parking lots,  

• local guides. 

Product features 

Organized groups of tourists, especially from schools and 

universities, green schools and summer camps. Implementation 

of classes as part of ecological education. Short stays (3-4 days) 

and longer stays (approx. 2 weeks) 

Source: GIG Katowice 
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Proposals for the creation of tourism products around the created kayak trails 

The proposed tourism products, apart from satisfying the needs and evoking positive 

emotions, are aimed at the recipients: 

• enrich knowledge and skills,  

• develop interests, talents, 

• acquire new skills, 

• motivate to self-education and teach independent thinking. 

For this purpose, strengthening tourism products should include activities and services that 

enable the creation of various tourist offers in the field of sports activities, thematic 

activities, workshops, shows and events. The table below presents the characteristics of 

the possibilities of developing a network product based on kayaking trails on the Bug and 

Dnieper rivers. 

 

Table 9. Possibilities of developing the "Bug treasure.” 

Product name Active recreation without limits 

A resource for 

conducive to 

product 

development 

• tourist attractions of the Bug valley and its vicinity 

• green areas, including riverside, 

• traditions, customs, events, including culinary traditions and 

events related to the celebration of holidays, 

• hiking games, 

• sports competitions, 

• special events. 

Possibilities of 

improving the 

quality of tourist 

service 

(accessibility, 

organization, 

communication 

with the recipient) 

• improving access to tourist information (channels, content, 

materials), taking into account adaptation to the ongoing 

technological changes,  

• setting up the organization of practicing sports - providing 

infrastructure enabling the rental and storage of equipment, 

• preparation of green areas (including riverside areas), 

pedestrian paths, rest zones, viewpoints, etc., 

• workshops, stay packages aimed at showing participants 

extreme experiences: kayaking, bicycle trails, hiking ("YOLO 

workshops) 

Product name Calm and rest 

A resource for 

conducive to 

product 

development 

• natural and tourist attractions of the Bug and its 

surroundings, 

• high natural potential, protected areas, 

• green areas, including riverside, 

• traditions, customs, events, including culinary traditions and 

events related to the celebration of holidays, 
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Possibilities of 

improving the 

quality of tourist 

service 

(accessibility, 

organization, 

communication 

with the recipient) 

• improvement of marking,  

• improving access to tourist information (channels, content, 

materials), taking into account adaptation to the ongoing 

technological changes,  

• preparation of green areas (including riverside areas), 

pedestrian paths, rest zones, viewpoints, etc., 

• construction of small tourist and recreational infrastructure 

• alone, observation sites, viewpoints, villages made of stilt 

houses 

Product name In the footsteps of tradition and identity 

A resource for 

conducive to 

product 

development 

• tourist attractions of nearby towns and villages, 

• aesthetics of urban spaces and suburban and rural areas 

• traditions, customs, events, including culinary traditions and 

events related to the celebration of holidays, 

• city games, 

• thematic events - historical, fairs, folklore, picnics 

• courses, workshops, seminars. 

Possibilities of 

improving the 

quality of tourist 

service 

(accessibility, 

organization, 

communication 

with the recipient) 

• developing infrastructure: gastronomy in the vicinity of places 

where cultural events are organized,  

• sanitary infrastructure adapted to receive a large number of 

people, including the disabled, 

• decorated green areas (rest areas, picnic areas), 

• profiled tourist information, 

• supplementing the marking of objects, especially in the case 

of places located outside the city, 

• cooperation with the organizers of cultural events in order to 

provide information about the offer of the Bug River area. 

Product name Emotions and challenges 

A resource for 

conducive to 

product 

development 

• qualified tourist and catering staff, 

• cooperation with Belarusian and Ukrainian organizations, 

• tourist attractions of nearby towns and villages, 

• traditions, customs, events, including culinary traditions and 

events related to the celebration of holidays, 

• thematic events - historical, fairs, folklore 

• courses, workshops, seminars. 

Possibilities of 

improving the 

quality of tourist 

service 

(accessibility, 

organization, 

communication 

with the recipient) 

• implementation of planned investments in the area of sports 

and conference infrastructure, 

• improvement of the transport infrastructure (including the 

condition of roads) and the city's transport accessibility, 

• developing catering, entertainment and hotel infrastructure, 

• profiled tourist offer, 

• cooperation with event organizers to provide information 

about the offer of the Bug River area. 
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Product name Nature trails 

A resource for 

conducive to 

product 

development 

• green areas, including riverside, 

• qualified educational and tourist staff, 

• cooperation with Belarusian and Ukrainian organizations, 

• tourist attractions of nearby towns and villages, 

• museums, including those related to religious topics, cultural 

events, concerts (selected cyclical events, including those 

related to environmental topics), 

• courses, workshops, seminars, live lessons 

Possibilities of 

improving the 

quality of tourist 

service 

(accessibility, 

organization, 

communication 

with the recipient) 

• implementation of planned investments in the area of small 

infrastructure on ecological paths, 

• improvement of the transport infrastructure (including the 

condition of roads) and the city's transport accessibility, 

• supplementing the marking of facilities, 

• developing catering, entertainment and hotel infrastructure, 

• improving the provision of tourist information (channels, 

content, materials), taking into account adaptation to 

technological changes 

• profiled tourist offer, 

Source: GIG Katowice 

 

Slogans promoting kayak trails 

Slogans promoting the brand of the network product "Bug Treasure" with integral kayaking 

trails are based on short slogans referring to the activities and values of the brand. At the 

same time, they evoke positive associations with the selection of a given tourist offer. The 

table below presents the characteristics of promoting slogans. 

 

Figure 51 Characteristics of slogans promoting the "Bug treasure.” 

Lp. 
Product 

name 
Slogan Substiantiation 

1 

Active 

recreation 

without 

limits 

Experience. 

Explore.  

Kayak! 

The slogan shows the variety of attractions, with an 

emphasis on the integrity of the kayaking trails. 

The message of the slogan also refers to the 

possibilities offered by the use of the product, but 

also to receiving impressions, knowledge and 

emotions related to physical activity, discovering 

the peculiarities of nature, attractions, including 

kayaking trails, but also discovering your abilities 

without the coercion and pressure of time. 

A slogan can also be used as a watchword for an 

entire network product. 

2 Calm and 

rest 

Naturally, no 

limits 

The slogan emphasizes naturalness, while referring 

to "wild" nature, it emphasizes the authenticity of 

the place and people. At the same time, it brings 

carefree, relaxation and fulfillment. 



 

Strategy for the Kayak Trails Development created as part of the project „Bug unites us – 

creating two cross-border kayaking tourist trails” 

188 Mission and vision for the development of kayaking trails 

3 

In the 

footsteps of 

tradition 

and identity 

Explore all the 

way to the 

Borderlands 

The slogan refers to dynamics and space, but also 

to unlimited possibilities aroused by new 

surroundings, tastes, tradition and people. The 

slogan is meant to inspire action and arouse 

curiosity. It carries positive emotions and 

impressions related to discovering otherness. At 

the same time, the following slogan can be used for 

"culinary adventures": "Feel the taste of the 

events”. 

4 
Emotions 

and 

challenges 

In the current 

of events 

The slogan brings energy and promises a range of 

on-site attractions and a guarantee of fun. It is 

combined with fun, joy, carefree and relaxation. 

5 
Nature 

trails 
Rediscover 

The slogan is a kind of challenge to discover the 

unknown in the known. It is surprising, but in a 

positive sense. 

Source: GIG Katowice 

 

 

Proposals of assumptions and directions of promotion of the created kayaking 

trails 

Brand promotion understood as the presentation of its key attributes brings together all 

information and promotion activities for all target groups. It should always be carried out 

in a comprehensive manner, even if various components that make up the brand are 

promoted. Each element of promotion should be consistent with the others and should 

have some common element, eg colors, repeating motifs, etc. The main goal of promotion 

is to attract tourists to the region and encourage them to use broadly understood regional 

tourism. Each promotional activity should be compatible with the brand's promotional 

assumptions. This is a precondition for increasing the recognition of the area covered by 

the project as an inseparable whole.  

Promotion of the created kayaking trails should focus on two areas: internal and external 

promotion.  

Internal promotion serves to build a sense of identity and belonging of the local 

community to the tourism products created as part of the strategy. The internal promotion 

of the resulting products should be based on events integrating internal stakeholders 

directly involved in the construction and development of the tourism product indicated in 

the chapter: Stakeholder analysis, including management units, tourism service 

providers, residents. The effect of internal promotional activities should be: an integrated 

tourist offer covering all branches of tourism (including, among others, culinary, 

entertainment, educational, sacred) and cooperation of entities providing services to 

tourists, e.g. by creating network solutions, e.g. clusters. Internal promotion will also make 
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it possible to show residents the benefits of tourism development and to prepare 

promotional activities in a way that does not affect the interests of native residents.  

The second area of promotion covers external activities. All external promotional activities 

should be based on the multidimensional system indicated in the strategy, defined as: the 

treasure of the Bug, which indicates the specific cultural values of the region, including 

regional cuisine, buildings, hospitality and cultural offer, business and sports activities, 

unique experiences, environmental values and bond that binds all attributes and all 

stakeholders.  

External promotion should indicate tourist activity in line with care for nature, with 

sustainable tourism, should be based on naturalness, including natural food products and 

pro-ecological behavior. Promotional activities should clearly indicate promotion aimed at 

the so-called slow-tourism - an alternative to the modern, intensive, transit way of tourism. 

The promotion of slow tourism should slowly familiarize the recipient with the place they 

are visiting, with an emphasis on hospitality and a conscious knowledge of its landscape 

and gastronomic values (Slow Food - traditional, ecological, high-quality, seasonal food), 

or the traditions, culture of the region and its history. This direction prevents the loss of 

local character and identity by promoting local artistic, cultural and entertainment forms. 

At the same time, the promoted type of tourism has the character of individual tourism, 

with the limitation of large mass events or places of significant concentration of tourists. 

Promotional activities should use the post-pandemic period to popularize this form of 

tourism as safe for users also in terms of sanitary and epidemiology. 

Promotion should be based on modern materials and information channels based on, 

among others, on virtualization of reality: Internet services related to, among others with 

reservations, access to information, virtual museums, attractions, social media, 

independent travel and leisure planning.  

External promotion may be based on:  

a) products created as part of the strategy - the strategy identifies 5 tourism products 

combining active rest and recreation in a natural setting and drawing on the culture 

and identity of the region.  

Promotion of the tourism product Active recreation without borders should be based 

mainly on information materials on natural values but at the same time indicate 

sustainable tourist activity; should be based on intense, cheerful colors and shapes 

associated with physical activity. It should also include travel games, sports 

competitions and various special events. 
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Promotion of the tourism product Peace and quiet should indicate an in-depth possibility 

of communing with nature and building harmony with nature; it should be based on 

calm colors and natural shapes; should focus on marking places of rest. 

Promotion of a tourism product In the footsteps of tradition and identity, it should be 

equated with a specific cultural mix (border tripoint), based on vivid colors and simple, 

traditional shapes; be the result of international promotional activities; be focused on 

information material on the premises informing about other elements of the product. 

Promotion of the tourism product Emotions and challenges should indicate many 

different possibilities of spending free time, be based on energetic, intense colors and 

elegant, modern shapes, it should be based on indication of gastronomic and hotel 

facilities and broadly understood entertainment base.  

Promotion of the tourism product Nature trails should be dedicated to educational 

activities, trainings and workshops, based on subdued colors and simple shapes.  

b) competitive advantages indicated in the strategy - the following strategic 

advantages were indicated in the strategy: natural and landscape values, borderline 

history, regional products and crafts, active cultural and educational institutions and 

a growing number of visitors.  

 

The nature and landscape direction should be based on sustainable tourism, care for 

naturalness, including natural products and ecological solutions, and breaking with the 

"fomo" syndrome. Promotion should be based on natural, intense, cheerful colors and 

shapes associated with activity.  

The direction based on history, culture, sport and education should be based on cyclical 

events and events that enable building loyalty of recipients, arousing the desire to 

return. Promotion should be based on intense colors and modern forms.  

Direction based on regional products and crafts. The gastronomic offer should be 

prepared in the spirit of Slow food or based on the creation of culinary trails. The 

database should include places where you can buy regional food products. As part of 

the promotion, pop-up restaurants are also proposed - well-known chefs go out into 

the field and offer "disappearing dinners", which means that the restaurant operates in 

a different mode than before, when the invited chef prepares and serves regional dishes 

for a specified period of time. The idea is based on not wasting food, promotion of 

regional dishes, promotion of this direction should be based on intense colors and 

elegant, modern shapes.  
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c) the potential of the region including multi-value activities - a direction based on an 

integrated tourist offer covering all branches of tourism (culture, gastronomy, 

accommodation, sports and educational activities) enabling the diversification of 

the offer to overcome extensive kayaking tourism, including alternative offers for 

kayaking trips. Promotion possible with the use of synergy with other undertakings, 

e.g. with the eastern bicycle trail, running events, etc. 

 

The institutions responsible for the development of tourism in the region are the relevant 

departments of self-governmental units, both at the regional (e.g. Department of Tourism 

and Sport at the Marshal's Office in Białystok) and local (e.g. Department of Education, 

Culture and Promotion in Włodawa) level. It should depend on the agreement of these 

institutions along the whole canoe trail whether a new creation will be established or will 

be included in the package of tourist services managed by existing entities. At the same 

time the role of these institutions should include integration of activities of local 

entrepreneurs, organization of meetings and workshops as well as trainings for service 

providers in the region. Business environment institutions, which offer services for the 

development of small and medium-sized enterprises, could be included in these activities. 

All cluster initiatives increasing the range of services should be stimulated. A natural leader 

of the group involved in these activities will be the partners of the "Łączy nas Bug..." 

project, whose task is, among others, to maintain the sustainability of activities undertaken 

in the project. 

Assumptions for the promotion of the created kayaking trails 

The concept of building tourist product identity assumes that local authorities play an 

important role in shaping and strengthening the "Treasures of the Bug" brand. is played 

by local government, but its activities should be based on cooperation, including, among 

others, with tourism sector entities, tourism organizations. Partnership cluster systems 

ensuring quality and diversity of offered services should be created within the products 

and they should be responsible for coherent promotion of tourist offers. Local authorities 

perform the function of animators, as they define the scope and framework of cooperation 

between participants creating partial tourism products. A common marketing action plan 

will be a helpful tool, indicating in detail directions and forms of action undertaken for the 

consistent promotion of tourist products of the "Treasures of the Bug" brand by entities 

involved in tourism development in the area under analysis. The strategy also proposes 

other joint promotional activities to foster the development of tourism in the cross-border 

area without the need to formalize cooperation. Moreover, it should be added that it 
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depends on the intentions of the parties involved on which principles cooperation and 

networking of services and marketing activities will be undertaken. 

• promoting the year-round tourist offer by the supply side of the tourist 

product, especially local governments - the image of the region as a place 

attractive for tourists all year round, promotional activities to reduce the seasonality 

of the offer - promotion of events / festivals / organized forms of recreation taking 

place also outside the main tourist season, use of various sales promotion 

techniques (discounts, rebates) etc.) in the autumn and winter period;  

• competitive advantages - the use of specific competitive advantages in the 

created offer, constituting the so-called USP (Unique Selling Proposition) of created 

tourism products (high and unique natural and landscape values, history of the 

Polish-Belarusian-Ukrainian border, regional products and crafts, the potential of 

regional cuisine, active cultural and educational institutions), displaying historical 

features important for the region; 

• promotion based on the specific cultural values of the region, which were shaped 

mainly due to the specific location of the area at the junction of three 

countries and introduced a valuable combination in the culture and mentality that 

makes the region unique;  

• involvement of the local community in promotional activities respecting their 

cultural identity and traditions by increasing the level of public participation and 

intensifying the flow of information, exposing the benefits of developing tourist 

products. Participation of the local community in promotional events is an important 

element of emphasizing the authenticity of the place and creating a "good climate" 

and developing lasting relations; 

• involvement of administrative authorities at various levels (departments of 

tourism, promotion, agriculture or culture in marshal offices, departments of 

tourism, promotion, agriculture or culture in district offices or municipal offices) for 

the development of cross-border clustering and increasing the reach of marketing 

activities. Activation through the organization of meetings, workshops is an 

important element of strengthening cooperation and forming a coherent picture of 

needs and intentions necessary in the process of strengthening the brand; 

• promotion based on the authenticity of the place (attractions, events, regional 

cuisine, respecting local and regional traditions or the history of the place), 

highlighting the experiences that include the group of experiences that the use of 

kayaking trails provides to tourists; 

• decisive consistency, coherence and synchronization of activities in the area 

of building the offer, systematic image promotion of products in places of contact 



 

Strategy for the Kayak Trails Development created as part of the project „Bug unites us – 

creating two cross-border kayaking tourist trails” 

193 Mission and vision for the development of kayaking trails 

with the client / tourist; promotion based on a bold, innovative approach to creating 

distinguishing features, attractions and tourist infrastructure (e.g. combining static 

attractions with activities that activate tourists, causing interaction, e.g. questing); 

• promoting the aspect of safety and activities in line with the principle of equal 

opportunities and accessibility, especially for people with disabilities; friendly 

offer for families with children; 

• promotional activities based on cross-promotion - cooperation as part of cross-

marketing activities generates specific benefits - image-related, sales, it also allows 

you to optimize financial expenditure related to promotion; networking (thematic 

trails, tourist cards), creating package supplementary offers; 

• access to tourist information (channels, content, materials) - creating 

information systems that are intuitive, comfortable and adapted to the recipient, 

taking into account technological changes, profiled tourist information; 

• selection of appropriate promotion channels and directions in the context of 

the indicated target main recipients of the tourism product; cooperation with 

relevant educational units / enterprises, e.g. cooperation with schools in order to 

develop an appropriate offer for organized trips for children and youth (e.g. green 

schools) or educational activities; cooperation with entrepreneurs to adjust the offer 

for business customers; 

• cooperation with the broadly understood tourism industry (accommodation, 

sports equipment rentals, travel agencies), as well as the possibility of promotion 

through a network of sports supermarkets or sports equipment manufacturers; 

• quality improvement, continuous improvement and activities aimed at 

strengthening the existing tourist attractions / products, including the use of 

unconventional forms of tourism marketing in the context of the existing 

competition; 

• engaging recipients of promotional activities by creating interactions 

(gamification, active advertising, advergaming), engaging recipients in co-creating 

the brand and encouraging them to interact and dialogue; reorientation of 

promotional activities on the so-called new communication channels (new media, 

e-marketing). 

 

Examples of events - as products promoting kayak trails 

 

The natural values combined with the cultural potential and favorable location make the 

kayak trail a very attractive place for sightseeing and relaxation. The trail passes through 

relatively poorly industrialized regions (except for parts in Belarus) and very attractive in 

terms of environmental and landscape values, hence tourism is the basic development 
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opportunity for the analyzed area. An important role is also played by the support of local 

initiatives by public authorities, which designate tourist and water trails, hunting grounds, 

recreational areas and help in the development of the necessary infrastructure. The 

resources of cultural heritage also contribute to a favorable image. The tasks aimed at 

competing and intensifying activities on the tourist market include enriching the range of 

services also through new tourism products promoting kayaking trails. Tourist products 

include occasional events dedicated to individual areas through which the kayak trail 

passes, showing the specificity and regional identity. Various types of cyclical events take 

place in the analyzed area, including sports, cultural, regional, historical and festivals. 

These events take place mainly in the spring and autumn period, with a strong emphasis 

on the spring and summer months, mainly due to the greater probability of a nice sunny 

weather. The fall and winter months are omitted, but also in this period you can organize 

various types of activities that will contribute to the promotion of the kayaking trail and 

the entire region. 

The event proposals are summarized in the table below, referring directly to the tourism 

products of the "Bug Treasure". 

In addition to the well-known and already recognized events promoting canoeing, it is 

worth adding new cyclical events that use the specific conditions of the Bug river and 

infrastructure, such as canoe races in combination with running, rafting on alternative 

water equipment to kayaks (canoe boats, SUP boards). 

 

Table 10 Proposals for promotional events 

Tourist product Events proposal 

Active recreation 

without limits 

 

Kayak race down the Bug river  

An event designed for water sports enthusiasts on difficult sections, 

especially where there is no access to facilities and access to the 

shore. This event will combine scored kayak races and running 

races. Combining a kayak race with running provides an alternative 

to traditional canoeing. Participation in canoe races will consist of 

completing the route of a given race as quickly as possible, within 

a time limit set by the organizer. The event will also include other 

events such as trainings, shows related to water sports. 

 

Canoeing 

Canoeing is becoming more and more popular among amateurs and 

water sports enthusiasts. Canoeing is also an element of 

survivalism. The event may take the form of one-day/two-day 
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training rafting or rafting combined with survival training (e.g. 

survival during the night in the forest). 

 

Rafting on anything 

Family event promoting alternative water equipment and methods 

of crossing the Bug river. The event in connection with the 

assembly of original vessels and competition for e.g. the most 

durable construction or innovative construction will be a good 

example of an event integrating various groups of users. 

Additionally, it is an opportunity to promote culture and regional 

products.  The competition is a one-day event 

 

Organization of a ski run 

Weekend event organized during the winter holidays, dedicated to 

people who practice cross-country skiing. The organization of the 

event can be modeled on the annual "Piast Race" in Polana 

Jakuszycka. The location of the event and its legitimacy will depend 

on a possible investment in the development of cross-country 

skiing routes. 

 

 

Organization of triathlon competitions 

Party in the summer and autumn period. Organization of the 

swimming stage on the Bug River in the lower section (the safest). 

Possibility to use some of the Green Velo trails. The Uniejów River 

Triathlon may be an inspiration 
 

Calm and rest Stand Up on the Bug River  

Stand Up Paddling (SUP) is not very popular at the moment, but 

promoting this activity meets the demand. Stand up paddle 

boarding is a complementary activity to kayaking. It is less dynamic 

and requires a calmer river current.  This activity in combination 

with workshops and ecological trainings will increase ecological 

awareness and popularize calmer form of water sports on the Bug 

river. 

In the footsteps of 

tradition and 

identity 

Christmas fair 

An event during the Christmas and New Year period based on the 

organization of a Christmas market with local products (cooking 

and crafts). The natural location for the event will be the fair 
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complex at the Local Product Promotion Center under construction 

in Drohiczyn. The fair can gather exhibitors from all over the region 

of both eastern Poland and western Ukraine and Belarus. The fair 

in Nikisz in Katowice can be an example of an event based on both 

the holiday season and local traditions.. 

Emotions and 

challenges 

Cross-border tourism forum 

The main target group of the product are business tourists. The 

event proposal includes the organization of a cyclical conference / 

forum devoted to the development of tourism in border areas. The 

organization will include lectures, seminars and B2B meetings. A 

convenient location for the event is the city of Brest in Belarus, 

located directly on the border with Poland, with an appropriate 

accommodation base for the organization of such events. The 

model for organizing the event may be, for example, the European 

SME Congress or the Economic Forum in Krynica, while maintaining 

the appropriate scale of the project. 

Nature trail 
 

Yoga and Health Festival 

Organization of a weekend series of workshops and meetings aimed 

at contact with nature combined with yoga workshops, methods of 

meditation, tranquility, communing with nature, promoting a 

healthy lifestyle, healthy food and ecotourism. An outdoor festival 

event with accommodation "in the open air" or in specially prepared 

tents requires organization during the summer, eg at the beginning 

of summer holidays. The location of the event should be 

characterized by a space that can be excluded from the hustle and 

bustle of the city, with relatively good access and sufficient space 

to organize the festival. Examples include the Oxfordshire Wildlife 

Festival, which is popular in Europe, and the World Yoga Festival in 

Reading. 

Source: GIG Katowice 

 

Proposals of other joint activities of the project partners around the tourism 

industry 

 

According to data from the World Tourism Organization (WTO), the percentage of the 

world's population taking part in international travel will increase from 3.5% (2010) to 7% 

after 2020. According to WTO data, the number of journeys per person is constantly 

growing, with a simultaneous decline. duration of trips. The WTO also draws attention to 
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the fact that the development of international tourism is faster than domestic tourism, 

which confirms the growing number of holiday trips during which participants have visited 

more than one country each year. The growing demand for trips to new, unique, somewhat 

unspoiled places is offset by repeated trips to already discovered regions where tourists 

have gained positive experiences. It is particularly important that experts from the tourism 

industry point out that „Regions offering "something for everyone" type of tourism product 

will become more and more popular and fashionable. Thus, the demand for trips containing 

elements of culture, history, education, sports activities, as well as pro-health opportunities 

will increase. Today, quality, variety and authenticity are becoming the most important 

elements in choosing a destination and travel direction.61. 

In the work of Firlej and Rożek (2012), they point out that tourist attractions play a key 

role in the specificity of a tourist region, which are the driving force of tourist traffic 

[including: natural attractions (landscape, climate and other geographical features), 

anthropogenic attractions (buildings, historic infrastructure ), cultural attractions 

(tradition, folklore, museums, special events), as well as social attractions (the way of life 

of the inhabitants, local community)] 62. According to the authors, the above-mentioned 

elements constitute the primary cause of the emergence of tourist regions, and at the 

same time a necessary but insufficient condition for the development of tourism. To ensure 

the development of the tourism industry, broadly understood tourist attractions must be 

complemented by a set of devices and institutions that constitute the material and 

organizational base, without which the natural and cultural values would remain unused or 

even unavailable.63. 

Therefore, in terms of the development of the tourism industry, the key role is played by 

marketing activities focused on the promotion of the region and the product (kayaking 

trails), as well as further, deepened cooperation of the project partners, which is the seed 

for building a cooperation network between private entities, entrepreneurs and institutions 

operating in the borderland and in within the tourism industry.  

Partnership in tourism enables the creation of unique tourism products, and also creates 

the opportunity to build a competitive advantage for the region and strengthen 

relationships among network partners 64, therefore, a particularly important issue in the 

area of development activities of the region's tourism industry is clustering of the tourism 

industry (cross-border). As part of the project "Bug unites us", project partners undertook 

 
61 Firlej K., Rożek A. (2012). Korzyści z klasteringu transgranicznego, jako innowacyjnej formy rozwoju usług 

transgranicznych na obszarach przygranicznych polski południowo-wschodniej. Zeszyty Uniwersytet 

Ekonomiczny w Krakowie, Naukowe, Ekonomia, 891, Kraków 2012. 
62 ibidem 
63 Gołembski G., 1998, Przedsiębiorstwo turystyczne w gospodarce wolnorynkowej, Akademia Ekonomiczna w 

Poznaniu, Poznań. 
64 Argasiński W. (2014). Korzyści z partnerstwa w turystyce (na przykładzie programu marketingowego Karta 

Tatrzańska). Część II Innowacje w turystyce  i rekreacji. Handel wewnętrzny, 2014;6(353), 157-170. 
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activities in the area of industry development in the region through joint promotion and 

preservation of natural heritage through the development of tourist infrastructure, 

strengthening cross-border connections and cooperation in the analyzed area. Another 

rational move towards further development and strengthening of the industry may be the 

creation of an agreement already concluded between the partners of the cluster core65 

uniting entities from the tourism industry of the partner countries, focused around the 

developed product which is kayaking trails. Joint activities of entrepreneurs within the 

network in the tourist region enable the use of resources of other entrepreneurs - network 

partners. As a result, the individual offer of an entrepreneur participating in the network 

may become more attractive to potential customers. Literature data show that the benefits 

of the functioning of a tourism cluster are mutual and noticeable both by enterprises 

(entities operating within the network) and the region, and the identified potential benefits 

felt by network partners include, among others an increase in innovation and the resulting 

expansion of the product offer, which in turn translates into an increase in the number of 

customers and, consequently, an increase in employment, an increase in turnover in the 

industry, and ultimately an increase in profits. Additionally, initiating the cooperation of 

associated entities within the tourism cluster may result in measurable benefits in the 

sphere of promotional activities, i.e. improvement of their effectiveness through 

cooperation and the use of resources. An additional benefit is also the improvement of the 

operating activities of the cooperating entities thanks to the knowledge obtained from the 

cooperating entities66. 

Considering the above table proposes a number of joint activities of the project partners 

around the tourism industry, the implementation of which should contribute to its 

development. Despite the fact that the identified package of activities and initiatives can 

be classified into well-known forms in the area of, among others marketing activities, 

however, in the aspect of the cooperation between the project partners so far (the Sokalski 

District Council, the Drohiczyn Commune and the Tourism Department of the Drohiczyn 

Region), it may be a novelty, requiring the involvement of both parties. 

 

Table 11 Possible directions of cooperation between the partners of the "Bug unites us" 

project, favoring the development of the tourism industry in the cross-border area.  

 
65 A cluster is: “a geographic cluster of interconnected companies, specialized suppliers, service providers, 

companies operating in related sectors and related institutions (for example universities, standardization bodies 

and industry associations) in specific fields, competing with each other, but also cooperating. Clusters achieving 

a critical mass (the necessary number of companies and other institutions creating the agglomeration effect) and 

achieving extraordinary competitive success in specific areas of activity, are a striking feature of almost every 

national, regional, state and even metropolitan economy, mainly in economically developed countries [Porter M. 

E., 2001, Porter o konkurencji, PWE, Warszawa] 
66 Firlej K., Rożek A. (2012). Korzyści z klasteringu transgranicznego, jako innowacyjnej formy rozwoju usług 

transgranicznych na obszarach przygranicznych polski południowo-wschodniej. Zeszyty Uniwersytet 

Ekonomiczny w Krakowie, Naukowe, Ekonomia, 891, Kraków 2012. 
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Lp. A proposal for joint 

activities 

Brief description of activities 

1. Organization of international tourism fairs and exhibitions promoting tourist trails 

(with particular emphasis on kayaking trails). 

2. Organization of a series of workshops and working meetings. 

 Workshops and working meetings aimed at local 

micro-entrepreneurs in order to activate them 

on the tourist market. 

Workshops and working meetings aimed at 

operators of the tourism industry (tour 

operators, tourist offices, etc.) in order to (1) 

familiarize them with the promoted tourism 

product and at the same time (2) learn about the 

needs and expectations of entities constituting 

an important link in the entire chain. 

3. Development of a film and advertising spots. 

 Full-length film 

production 

promoting the 

product. 

Work on a joint, international film production 

promoting a tourism product (kayaking trails), in 

a multidimensional system with an indication of 

the natural and cultural richness of the regions. 

Recommended production in: 

▪ official languages of the project partners 

'Bug unites us' (with the option of 

displaying a bar with English 

translation); 

▪ in English, constituting a product of the 

promotion of kayaking trails on the 

Western market. 

Advertising spots 

promoting 

kayaking on the 

Bug and Dnieper-

Bug Canal and 

the Mukhavets 

River. 

Work on the joint, international production of 

advertising spots, the form and graphic design 

of which will be matched to specific sections of 

the kayaking trip and potential users. For 

example: 

▪ Advertising spot No. 1 - kayaking on 

difficult sections of trails for those who 

want adrenaline” 

sound: background music characteristic of 

action movies, suspense; 



 

Strategy for the Kayak Trails Development created as part of the project „Bug unites us – 

creating two cross-border kayaking tourist trails” 

200 Mission and vision for the development of kayaking trails 

Lp. A proposal for joint 

activities 

Brief description of activities 

picture: fast action, kayaking on a difficult 

section, shots from the air and from under the 

water; 

target group: experienced canoeists, tourists 

eager for adventures and sensations. 

▪ Advertising spot No. 2 promoting quiet 

family or individual kayaking along 

straight sections of trails, dedicated to 

people "who want contact with nature” 

sound: quiet, melodic, relaxing sound; 

picture: panorama showing the beauty of the 

surrounding nature; close-ups on individual 

elements of animate and inanimate nature 

target group: families, seniors, beginners, 

intermediate canoeists, especially organized 

groups and families. 

▪ Advertising spot No. 3 ...... etc.. 

4. Cross-border clustering - Network partnership within the tourist region 

 Action 1 within the tourism cluster: developing a marketing program 

as part of the network partnership of the region, including the 

creation of, among others a full package of services and benefits for 

the tourism industry. (Marketing program "Bug unites us"). 

Action 2 within the tourism cluster: Marketing program "Bug unites 

us" card, entitling tourists to discounts in the case of using the 

services of entities associated within the cluster.  

Action 3 within the tourism cluster: production and promotion of 

tourist packages in cooperation with tourist operators and individual 

entities providing services in the tourism industry of partner 

countries (Poland, Ukraine, Belarus). 

5 Annual organization by project partners of a large event focused on the promotion 

of joint tourism products. Such action favors the strengthening of ties between the 

project partners, and the event, for example in the form of a festival, will encourage 

local communities to participate and will constitute an additional advertisement for 

the product. 

Source: GIG Katowice 
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Proposals of good practices in organizing tourism, taking into account nature 

protection and respect for the natural environment 

 

The following subchapter presents examples of good practices in organizing tourism, taking 

into account the sustainable use of natural resources. Each of the above-mentioned 

projects is characterized by a high degree of uniqueness, thanks to which the products are 

unique and have found recipients also outside the local community. Each of the examples 

presented below has points in common with the analyzed tourist trails to a certain extent.  

 

"Enjoy Cieszyn - The Garden of Two Rivers" 

The project "Enjoy Cieszyn - The Garden of Two Shores" was co-financed by the European 

Union from the European Regional Development Fund under the Interreg IIIA Community 

Initiative Program Czech Republic-Poland 2004-2006. 

"Enjoy Cieszyn - The Garden of Two Shores" was a project which involved the preparation 

of a joint Polish-Czech concept for the development of land along the Olza River on both 

its sides. The aim of the concept, which consists of an area development strategy and an 

urban planning study, was to eliminate the negative effects of the city division by creating 

a new center of both towns on the banks of the Olza River in Cieszyn and Český Těąín. As 

part of the activities carried out, over a dozen key projects for the border area were 

presented, and immediately after the completion of the project "Enjoy Cieszyn - A garden 

of two banks", the implementation of selected tasks began. Applications for co-financing 

were prepared and funds were obtained for the implementation of the following projects: 

Revitalpark, SportPark and SportMost 67.  

As in the case of the kayaking trails to which this Strategy is devoted, the implementation 

of the project in Cieszyn, Poland and the Czech Republic, concerned the border river valley 

area, which for many decades was a geographical and social barrier. Although the project 

did not directly concern tourism, but spatial planning, its effects have a direct impact on 

the development of tourist traffic as well as the achievement of the aforementioned 

synergy phenomenon.  

The accession of Poland and the Czech Republic to the European Union and the practical 

elimination of obstacles in border traffic were undoubtedly facilitating the implementation 

of the project in Cieszyn. Nevertheless, the implementation of joint spatial projects on the 

Polish-Ukrainian and Polish-Belarusian border may constitute the basis for the development 

of tourist infrastructure, reduce barriers to access to the river, and at the same time 

program the spatial policy along the valley in such a way as to maximally protect the 

existing natural and cultural values. 

 
67 https://www.cieszyn.pl/ - access 18.02.2021 
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Figure 52 The space on the Olza river in Cieszyn 
Source: https://beskidy.slaskie.travel/ - access 18.02.2021 

 

The project can also inspire municipalities within a single neighboring country "by a river 

or a canal". It is through the appropriate spatial policy that it is possible not only to create 

new tourist attractions or recreational facilities, but also to stimulate the economic 

development of riverside areas, maintaining their natural value and character. 

 

Białowieża Cross-Border Trail 

The Białowieża Transborder Trail is a marked network of forest, gravel and asphalt roads 

stretching on both sides of the border. The purpose of marking the trail was to combine 

and use the natural values, monuments and multicultural character of the region to build 

a tourism product, resulting in, among others, close proximity to Orthodox and Catholic 

churches and unique wooden architecture. The trail runs through old towns set against the 

background of the Białowieża Primeval Forest - an area recognized by UNESCO as a Polish-

Belarusian cross-border site of the World Heritage of Humanity. As the Białowieża forest 

complex is extremely valuable, it has been protected: on the Polish side, the most valuable 

natural areas are protected by the oldest national park in Poland - Białowieża National 

Park, while in Belarus the entire forest area has been protected by the Belovezskaya puscha 

National Park. The trail of the trail leads through the Hajnowski district (Poland) and the 

Pruzhany region (Belarus), the link on the trail is the border crossing Białowieża-Piererow.68 

 
68 https://bialowieza.travel/ - access 18.02.2021 
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One of the attractions of the trail is the proposed trail for a 4-day trip in the region of the 

Białowieża Forest, proposed by the Białowieża National Park: 

Day 1 

Visiting the facilities of the Białowieża National Park, including: 

• Nature and Forest Museum in Białowieża, 

• Orłówka Protection Area (strict reserve - the most valuable part of the forest), 

• Historic Palace Park (along with the remains of the buildings of the tsarist 

residence). 

Visiting Białowieża, bike rally around Białowieża, sightseeing: 

• The Orthodox Church of st. Nicholas, 

• Open-air museum of wooden architecture of the Rus' population of Podlasie, 

• Management Park, 

• Roman Catholic Church of st. Teresa of the Child Jesus, 

• Complex of buildings of the Białowieża Towarowa railway station. 

 

Accommodation in Białowieża. 

 

Day 2 

Bialowieza Cross-Border Trail Bike Rally (trail from Białowieża to Hajnówka - yellow trail), 

following attractions along the way: 

• Animal Show Reserve, 

• Old Białowieża and the educational trail along the Trail of the Royal Oaks and Grand 

Dukes of Lithuania, 

• Forest towns (Teremiski, Budy), the Sioło Budy open-air museum in Budy, 

• Hajnowska nature reserve (the Dębowy Grąd reserve and the Lipiny reserve and 

the Krynoczka reserve), 

• Hajnówka - visiting the Cathedral of St. Trinity (place of music concerts as part of 

the International Festival of Orthodox Music Days), Church of the Holy Trinity 

Exaltation of the Holy Cross and St. Stanisław Bp., The Museum and Center of 

Belarusian Culture, the Museum of Blacksmithing and Locksmiths. 

Accommodation in Hajnówka. 

Day 3 

Bialowieza Cross-Border Trail Bike Rally (trail from Hajnowka to Narew - yellow trail), 

following attractions along the way: 

• Nowe Berezowo (St. John the Theologian Orthodox Church, Ascension Church, 

"Stefan Chata" open-air museum), 

• Kuraszewo (Orthodox church of A. Pieczewski), 
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• Narew (historic church of Saint Stanislaus, Bishop I of the Assumption of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary, Orthodox church of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, Private Village 

Museum). 

The Land of Open Shutters Trail (Narew - Ancuty - Trześcianka - Soce - Puchły green trail), 

following attractions along the way: 

• Trześcianka (Orthodox church of St. Michael the Archangel), 

• Puchły (Orthodox Church of the Protection of the Mother of God), 

• Soce (wooden chapel of St. Prophet Elijah). 

Accommodation from Narew or nearby. 

Day 4 

The bicycle rally along the Białowieża Cross-Border Trail (the trail from Narew to Narewka, 

the blue trail), along the way, the following attractions: 

• Lewkowo Stare (St. Peter and Paul Orthodox Church, the possibility of organizing 

ceramics classes in the common room), 

• Narewka (St. Nicholas Orthodox Church, St. John the Baptist Church, Tamara 

Sołoniewicz Gallery). 

Accommodation in Narewka or its vicinity.69 

 

As can be seen from the plan presented above, the attractiveness of the tourism product 

results from the multifaceted experiences that a tourist using the trail can experience, 

using both the natural and cultural values of the region, and based on the physical activity 

of the users. 

The analyzed kayak trails have very similar values, with an even greater spatial range. 

Skilful use of the variety of values in this case and combining them in the form of joint 

ventures may persuade tourists to extend the time spent in the region and not stop at 

selected tourist attractions.  

 

Internet information portals, e.g. British Canoeing, Northern Forest Canoe Trail, 

BeskidTrail.pl, 

Internet Information Systems have become the main source of information about the 

tourist attractions of the regions. Below are examples of systems provided by a 

government agency (British Canoeing), NGO's (Northern Forest Canoe Trail) and private 

individuals (BeskidTrail.pl) 

British Canoeing provides all information related to practicing kayaking in the British Isles. 

The portal provides information on the legislation on the organization and practice of 

canoeing, as well as the presentation of canoeing trails on the calendar of events. As it is 

 
69 https://bpn.com.pl/ - access 19.02.2021 
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a government agency, in addition to running an information portal, it develops and 

implements plans and strategies for the development of this sport discipline. 

 

 

Figure 53 Information portal British Canoeing 
Source: https://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/ - access 19.02.2021 

 

Northern Forest Canoe Trail - The Northern Forest Canoe Trail NGO information portal for 

stakeholders and users of Northern Forest canoe trails in New Hampshire. The portal 

provides a very rich resource of information about canoeing trails and the region, as well 

as informs about projects and activities carried out by the organization. One of the 

functions intended for tourists is a trip planning application, in which users can plan their 

stay and obtain the most important information about individual parts of the canoeing 

trails. 

 

Figure 54 Application for planning canoeing trips - Northern Forest Canoe Trail 
Source: https://www.northernforestcanoetrail.org/ 
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The tourism product in the form of the BeskidTrail.pl information portal for people who 

actively spend their time in the Beskids, is aimed primarily at cyclists (but also runners, 

ski-tourers and hikers). The main function of the portal is to promote hiking and cycling 

trails and a detailed description and description of the accompanying attractions. In 

addition to information about the position of the trails, users receive information about 

current events in the Beskids and the conditions on the trails, including the weather 

forecast for the next few days. 

 

Figure 55 Information portal BeskidTrail.pl 
Source: https://beskidtrail.pl/ 

 

The use of additional social-media integrated with information portals allows you to interact 

with service users and adjust the information provided to the needs. 

In addition, a convenient form of travel planning are dedicated applications for mobile 

devices, thanks to which tourists and trail users can search for attractions and reorganize 

their trip at any time. An example of such a tool is the Green Velo application, which 

provides users with information about the bicycle trail, but also about all attractions located 

around the trail. 

 

Proposals for investments needed for the further development of kayaking trails 

 

The region's tourism potential, as defined and widely described in the Strategy, shows that 

preserving the natural character of the region and protecting its identity may be its greatest 

asset. Investments carried out along kayaking trails should to a greater extent "reveal" 
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and provide tourists with their values and attractions than build and create new types of 

attractions copied from other tourist regions. 

 

As part of the "Bug unites us" project, three kayak tourism centers are being built, 

observation towers, trail markings and street furniture are completed. In order to meet the 

expectations of tourists and modern trends, visualizing the products of these activities and 

making available in the form of a digital application will enable planning and free use of 

attractions by individual tourists and will increase tourist traffic between individual 

facilities. Equipping the application with a tool that suggests attractions to the user, based 

on the device's location, personalizes promotional activities. 

 

One of the greatest tourist attractions of the area is the natural world of the Bug valley. 

The investment in animal observation huts is not unique, but it allows tourists to 

familiarize themselves with the attractions of the world of fauna and flora in a way that 

does not threaten their safety and limits the impact on the natural environment. 

The exact location of the hides will depend on arrangements with landowners, local 

authorities and organizations responsible for protecting the environment. While locating 

the objects, it is worth to indicate places attractive for nature but with good access, also 

by car, and a place to park. This will increase accessibility of those places also for families 

with children. 

 

 

Figure 56 An example of a photo hideout 
Source: GIG Katowice 
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Based on hides and places of high natural value, relatively easily accessible to people, it is 

possible to invest in the development of a service consisting of organized educational 

activities such as tracking wild animals, bird watching workshops and fishing. The 

organization of such services should involve the institutions appointed for nature protection 

and education, such as the boards of protected areas, angling clubs, forest inspectorates 

as well as local entrepreneurs in cooperation with the above mentioned institutions. 

Another investment proposal is the organization of a solution similar to Ski passes popular 

in mountain resorts. Enabling the online purchase of tickets covering many facilities on the 

kayak trail and, for example, discounts at selected service and food outlets will also 

contribute to an increase in tourist traffic and will in no way force cooperation and clustering 

of services. The investment will involve organizing and launching a "trail card" sales 

network 

Based on the Local Product Promotion Center which is being built in Drohiczyn, it is possible 

to expand the facility with a network of local product sales points. Tourists looking for 

authenticity and wanting to get to know local products at least briefly would gain wider 

access to them, and traveling along the trail could differentiate the selected products or 

repeat their favorite purchases. Unifying the points of sale will increase the recognition of 

the objects. 

 

In order to increase the participation of tourists in the winter season, investments can be 

made in the organization of cross-country skiing trails. The sport discipline which is 

gaining more and more popularity in Poland is struggling with the lack of prepared cross-

country tracks. The trails marked in mountainous areas are few and they are preferred by 

advanced users. In summer, the same trails with appropriate markings can be used by 

traditional runners. Their popularization could take place through promotional activities of 

the region among organizations and companies organizing running competitions and 

training camps. 

 

Ready-made tourist offers 

The offer for the Bug Treasure brand, from the point of view of the recipient, should be as 

complete as possible and include appropriate tourist infrastructure and a package of all 

services necessary in tourism, i.e. accommodation, attractions, guide, information, 

transport, equipment, gastronomy as well as activities focused on handicrafts and local 

products (materials, souvenirs). 

Currently, there are offers of representatives of hotels, agritourism farms, tourist offices 

and kayak rentals for holiday stays, green schools, kayaking trips, rallies, hiking and 

cycling camps, etc. on the market, but in the virtual space they are scattered and finding 

them requires determination and devotion to their choice and combination. 
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The proposed examples of tourist offers are aimed at integrating various offers and events 

for their standardization, taking into account the requirements of a specific recipient profile. 

The Bug Treasure brand, despite the fact that the base is the kayak trails, based on the 

high natural potential, it gives the opportunity to use forms of active tourism throughout 

the year. The summer and winter offer of attractions is based on outdoor activities in close 

contact with nature. 

Building and networking of the tourist offer in towns and facilities requires the cooperation 

and involvement of all interested stakeholders and entities related to the tourism industry. 

Detailing of the proposed comprehensive directional offers should take place at the stage 

of implementation of the provisions of this Strategy, i.e. at the stage of cooperation 

networking, because it will determine the specialization and scope of dedicated offers based 

on the directional offers. Creating dedicated offers should take into account the specific 

needs of a given group of clients and market conditions influencing pricing strategies of, 

among others, entrepreneurs and tourist operators.  

The efforts, both financial and non-financial, related to complementary activities to 

strengthen the Bug Treasure brand must be continuous. The essence is reacting to changes 

and adapting the offer to the expectations and preferences of recipients. A common 

platform for creating and generating tourist offers, as well as their distribution and sale, 

will be helpful in increasing the brand's reach. This tool may be inspired by the existing 

SWAY.TO platform (https://sway.to/8/zaplanuj-wycieczke.html). 
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Summer season: 

 

Offer 1 Extreme impressions 

Time of visit Several days / week packages 

Idea  

Enabling active recipients to experience extreme experiences during 

high-performance kayaking trips on difficult Ukrainian sections of the 

Bug, marathons (cycling, running), off-road rides or survival stays in 

open areas. 

The assumption is that the offered activities may not contribute to 

the deterioration or devastation of natural resources and should be 

implemented in accordance with the law, in consultation with 

institutions managing natural resources (flowing waters, forest 

areas), without violating the principles of ecotourism. 

A good example is the combination of "motoactivity" with ecological 

education, the so-called educational trips (e.g. initiative of the 

Natura-lnie 4x4 Association). 

Scope of the 

offer 

Offers of kayaking trips aimed at school and student groups as well 

as companies like: 

• Survival workshops / camps / training courses, 

• WYGA Workshops (Kayaking at the advanced level, 

• Kayak marathons. 

Location 

Ukraine / Poland 

The Upper Bug Kayak Trail - the territory of Ukraine (usually the 

Dobrotwor - Starhorod section (about 70 km). 

EuroVelo trail and bicycle trails - the territory of Poland, incl. Mielnik 

commune (place where marathons are organized). 

4x4 off-road driving - the territory of Poland, the vicinity of Terespol, 

Długi Kamieński or other, each time agreed with the relevant 

institutions and land owners 

Designated forest areas - to be agreed with the forest service. 

Basic activities Kayaking on the Bug river, cycling and cross-country tourism. 

Complementary 

activities 
Survival, bushcraft, offroad, hunting. 

For whom 
Organized groups, including companies, groups of friends, 

associations, youth camps. 

Age range Adults, youth with advanced sports skills. 

Infrastructure 

Wild sections of kayaking trails - the Ukrainian section, 

Hiking and biking trails with a higher degree of difficulty, incl. The 

"Mielnicki Przełom Bugu" trail, the trail of bunkers, 

Sports equipment rentals: kayaks, pontoons, bicycles, Nordic 

Walking poles, 

Accommodation, campsites on the trails, 

Marking the trails, 

Food outlets on the trails. 

Occasional / 

thematic events: 

High-performance events for audiences with advanced sports skills, 

such as.  

• Borderland marathons - Mielnik commune (September)  

• Mielnicka Dycha - runs 5 and 10 km (July) 

Thematic events related to motor sports, such as motor rallies, e.g. 

motoriada. 
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Supply-side 

actors - 

examples 

Organizers of kayaking trips, e.g. Kajaki Active Tourism Center 4U in 

Włodawa, Kayak Adventure.Pl - kayaks on the Bug River 

Tour operators organizing comprehensive multi-day stays, e.g. 

SKAUT in Supraśl, bezasfaltu4x4.com 

Accommodation: Busk, Dobrotwór, Ruda, Sokal, Potorytska, 

Czervonohrad, Litowiż 

Gastronomy: Busk, Pobużany, Dobrotwór, Kamionka Bużańska, 

Sokal, Potorytska, Czervonohrad, Litowiż 

Tourist service points: Biały Kamień, Ruda, Sokal 

Polish Hunting Association 

Purchase  
An offer created individually for the contracting company (practice in 

this market sector) or ready-made offers for organized groups. 

Recommendatio

ns for the 

development of 

the offer 

• marking of trails and equipping with basic infrastructure 

enabling navigation and combining various activities. 

• designation of areas for legal bushcraft and survival in the 

State Forests (the closest one on the Bug - the vicinity of 

Wyszków 70). 

• development of the sports equipment rental network. 

• promotion of the offer at the business tourism fair. 

 

 
70 https://mapa.wirtualneszlaki.pl/obszary-bushcraft 
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Offer 2 Be like WYGA 

Time of visit Several days / week packages 

Idea  

Enabling active recipients to take advantage of the possibility of 

acquiring kayaking skills and improving their physical condition. 

The offer is implemented on the basis of the sports base of the Bug 

River valley in sections with a calmer current. The idea behind 

organized kayaking is to go in a group with a kayaking guide or a 

kayaking instructor who watches over the safety during the kayaking 

trip and the whole event, so that the participant can only focus on 

enjoying kayaking and spending free time. It includes a 

comprehensive organization of kayaking trips (transport to the place 

where the kayaking trip begins and ends, equipment rental, and the 

services of an instructor, lifeguard and guide, tutor). 

Another option is to combine bicycle trips with kayaking trips and 

visiting interesting places along the trail, incl. St. Onufry in Jabłeczna, 

the Minor Basilica in Kodeń or the Neounicka Parish in Kostomłoty. 

The premise of the offer is to combine various sports activities with 

ecological education and sightseeing tourism. 

Scope of the 

offer 

Offers of workshops / colonies combined with training to gain a higher 

level and experience in kayaking (kayaking at an intermediate level). 

Location 

Poland 

Central Kayak Trail on the Bug - Polish territory (various sections). 

EuroVelo trail and bicycle trails - the territory of Poland, incl. 

Drohiczyn - kayaking center, kayaking simulator 

Basic activities Kayaking on the Bug river, cycling and cross-country tourism. 

Complementary 

activities 

Other water sports: dinghies, diving, catamarans, wakeboarding, 

fishing. 

For whom 
Organized groups, including companies, groups of friends, 

associations, summer camps for young people and children. 

Age range 
Adults, adolescents, children - beginners, intermediate groups in 

kayaking. 

Infrastructure 

Peaceful and safe sections of kayaking trails - sections of the middle 

and lower reaches of the Bug River, e.g. the picturesque trail from 

Sławatycze through Jabłeczna to Kodnia. 

Platforms adapted for canoeists: Mielnik, Drohiczyn, Gródek, Granne, 

Brańszczyk, Kamieńczyk. 

Hiking and biking trails, incl. Green Velo In the land J.I. Kraszewski, 

Bug River mysteries (area of Sławatycze), Churches and Orthodox 

churches on the Bug (Szostki-Kodeń), Many cultures, one Bug 

(Kostomłoty - Żuki). 

Sports equipment rentals: kayaks, pontoons, bicycles. 

Accommodation, campsites on the trails. 

Marking of trails. 

Food outlets on the trails. 

Occasional / 

thematic events: 

Various sports events promoting kayaking and other sports activities, 

such as, for example, annual municipal events combined with 

kayaking trips, such as "500 kayaks" in Drohiczyn, Sławatycze Days 

or cyclical kayaking events organized by other entities, such as 

Beard's farewell to summer, along with the promotion of the region 

and natural and cultural values. 

Supply-side 

actors - 

examples 

Organizers of kayaking trips, eg Włodawa, Sławatycze, Drohiczyn, 

Zaręby Kościelne, Wyszków. 

Tour operators organizing comprehensive multi-day stays, e.g. 

SKAUT in Supraśl, 
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Accommodation: Horodło, Włodawa, Wola Uhruska, Sławatycze, 

Kodeń, Terespol, Janów Podlaski, Rokitno, Sarnaki, Mielnik, 

Drohiczyn, Ciechanowiec, Jabłonna Lacka, Ceranów, Małkinia Górna, 

Brańszczyk, Somianka, Dąbrówka, 

Gastronomy: Włodawa, Sławatycze, Sarnaki, Mielnik, Drohiczyn, 

Małkinia Górna, Wyszków, 

Tourist service points: Dubience, Dorohusk, Włodawa, Sławatyczach, 

Biały Kamień, Ruda, Sokal, 

Tourist Information Points: Dubienka, Dorohusk, Włodawa, 

Sławatycze, 

Kayak Tourism Centers in Drohiczyn (Poland), Sokal (Ukraine) and 

Bielin (Belarus), 

Active Adventure Activity Center in Mielnik, 

The Bug Tourist Center in Perlejewo. 

Purchase  
An offer created individually for the contracting company (practice in 

this market sector) or ready-made offers for organized groups 

Recommendatio

ns for the 

development of 

the offer 

• marking of trails and equipping with basic infrastructure 

enabling navigation and combining various activities, 

• development of the sports equipment rental network, 

• promotion of the offer at the business tourism expo , 

• publications, articles, reports in specialist press, 

• Internet blogs (cooperation with bloggers), 

• trail marking and dedicated internet applications, 

• creating packages facilitating the use of attractions in 

connection with kayaking trails, e.g. a holiday ticket. 
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Oferta 3 Family on the Bug 

Time of visit Weekend / holiday stays 

Idea  

The essence is to adjust the offer so that various physical, educational 

and cognitive activities are possible. Kayaking trips are one of the 

many attractions, but not the only one. 

The hotel or agritourism offer should be integrated with the services 

of other tourist entities to make family stays attractive and unique. 

The offer is implemented based on the tourist base of the communes 

within the Bug River in sections with a calmer current with the 

existing rich tourist infrastructure. 

Scope of the 

offer 

Residence offers integrated with the events and services of other 

tourist entities, guaranteeing a wide range of various activities. 

Location 

Belarus / Poland 

Kayak trail with a calm current with access to beaches and other 

tourist infrastructure - mainly sections of the lower reaches of the 

Bug River and Dnipro-Bug canal EuroVelo trail and low-difficulty 

bicycle trails. 

Basic activities 
Kayaking on the Bug river and other water sports, cycling, hiking, 

family workshops developing skills and broadening knowledge. 

Complementary 

activities 

Cultural tourism (museums, monuments, other objects proving 

identity). 

For whom Families with children - individual tourism. 

Age range Adults, adolescents, children. 

Infrastructure 

Peaceful and safe sections of kayaking trails - mainly sections of the 

lower reaches of the Bug River, 

Beaches incl. Serpelice, Drohiczyn, 

Hiking and biking trails, incl. Green Velo, 

Sports equipment rentals: kayaks, pontoons, bicycles, 

Decorated swimming pools and water reservoirs, e.g. swimming pool 

in Drohiczyn, a reservoir in Węgrów 

Accommodation, campsites on the trails, 

Marking the trails, 

Gastronomic points on the trails, 

Attractions and monuments, such as the Brest Fortress, the Bug River 

monuments of wooden architecture, unique places of religious 

worship, monuments of St. Mount Grabarka. 

Occasional / 

thematic events: 

Integration events and family festivals on the Bug River offering 

various attractions: artistic, cognitive, culinary, sports, educational, 

etc., incl. family festival on the Bug River, 

Workshops and animations for children related to handicrafts, 

science, art, etc. 

Thematic events related to the traditions and culture of the region, 

such as the feast of bread, Musical Dialogues on the Bug International 

Festival "Culture Without Borders", Bug Culinary Fair, Festival 

Korowaj Mielnik in Mielnik, Bug Festival of Theaters for Children 

"GADUCHA", Days of Brok and Puszczy Białej, 

Other entertainment events, such as a ride on anything. 
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Supply-side 

actors - 

examples 

Organizers of kayaking trips, eg Zaręby Kościelne, Wyszków 

Accommodation: Mielnik, Drohiczyn, Ciechanowiec, Jabłonna Lacka, 

Ceranów, Małkinia Górna, Brańszczyk, Somianka, Dąbrówka 

Gastronomy: Mielnik, Drohiczyn, Małkinia Górna, Wyszków 

Tourist service points: Biały Kamień, Ruda, Sokal 

Tourist Information Points: Dubienka, Dorohusk, Włodawa, 

Sławatycze 

Active Adventure Activity Center in Mielnik, 

The Bug River Kayak Tourism Center in Drohiczyn 

The Bug Tourist Center in Perlejewo 

Local Product Promotion Center in Drohiczyn 

Purchase  Comprehensive offers created by the accommodation industry 

Recommendatio

ns for the 

development of 

the offer 

• creating a network of child-friendly accommodation 

• certification of facilities and attractions on the trail with the 

"family-friendly" sign. 

• preparation of exemplary "ideas" for weekly stay for families 

with children depending on the weather 

• creating packages that facilitate the use of attractions in 

connection with kayaking trails, e.g. package discounts on 

admission tickets and accommodation.  

• Internet blogs (cooperation with bloggers). 
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Winter season 

Offer 4 Take your Mind off things 

Time of visit Weekend / weekly stays 

Idea  The essence is to promote the culture of the region in a modern 

edition in the slow life formula. The offer is optional, without any 

imposed attractions, but presenting a package of possibilities. 

The offer is focused on the holiday season. 

Scope of the 

offer 
Stay offers aimed at promoting the culture and traditions of the 

region, integrated with the events and services of other tourist 

entities, guaranteeing rest and relaxation. 

Location Ukraine / Belarus / Poland 

Accommodation facilities (hotels, guesthouses, agritourism farms) 

promoting regionalism. 

Basic activities Cultural tourism, cognitive tourism, biological regeneration. 

Complementary 

activities 
Sports tourism, hiking. 

For whom Couples, families - individual tourism. 

Age range 
Adults, families with children. 

Infrastructure Accommodation facilities offering a satisfactory standard to recipients 

Restaurants promoting regional cuisine, however, adapting to the 

food preferences of the recipient (Podlaski Culinary Trail, including 

Spiżarnia Nadbużańska) 

Walking trails, for example, from the Union of Lublin to the European 

Union 

Occasional / 

thematic events: 

Christmas events and fairs promoting and introducing culture and 

traditions, incl. Christmas markets, New Year in Lviv, Głodna Kutia, 

Maślenica, 

Events, workshops related to handicraft, regional cuisine, art, e.g. 

fairs of folk artists and culinary arts. 

Cultural events, e.g. classical music concerts, Christmas carols and 

pastorals. 

Supply-side 

actors - 

examples 

Accommodation: Zabuże Dwór, Gródek on the Bug, House of Creative 

Work - Reymontówka, Palace in Korczewo, Impresja - guest rooms 

on the Bug meadows, Zaścianek Manor. 

Restaurants, incl. Pod Katedrą restaurant in Drohiczyn, 

Purchase  Comprehensive offers created by the accommodation industry 

Recommendatio

ns for the 

development of 

the offer 

• integrating the offers of the accommodation industry, 

• website in many language versions, 

• coverage on popular TV channels, 

• networking of hotel and restaurant service providers and food 

producers meeting high quality requirements based on 

tradition and local products. 

 

 

  



 

Strategy for the Kayak Trails Development created as part of the project „Bug unites us – 

creating two cross-border kayaking tourist trails” 

217 Mission and vision for the development of kayaking trails 

Offer 5 Build immunity 

Time of visit Weekend / weekly stays 

Idea  The essence is the promotion of a healthy lifestyle on the Bug with 

the use of the potential of riverside areas and the tradition of the 

region, herbal medicine, body hardening (banya). 

The offer is optional, but it presents a package of possibilities. 

Its aim is to promote tourism outside the holiday season and present 

the possibility of active leisure in the Bug River areas in the winter. 

The offer is the basis for the development of activities in this area 

and wider promotion. 

Scope of the 

offer 
Stay offers aimed at promoting a healthy lifestyle, integrated with 

the events and services of other tourist entities. 

Location Belarus / Poland 

Accommodation facilities with access to sports infrastructure, spa 

facilities. 

Basic activities Sports: cross-country skiing, running, sea, yoga. 

Complementary 

activities 
Biological regeneration, rehabilitation. 

For whom Individual tourism. 

Age range 
Adults 

Infrastructure Accommodation facilities offering a higher standard. 

Restaurants promoting regional cuisine, however, with adjustment to 

the dietary preferences of the recipient. 

Sports facilities such as swimming pools, sports halls. 

Occasional / 

thematic events: 

Workshops, lectures related to regional cuisine, herbal medicine, 

healthy lifestyle, etc. 

Events promoting outdoor activity, e.g. group training, preparation 

for sports competitions. 

Supply-side 

actors - 

examples 

Hotels, guesthouses with a higher standard, adjusting the conditions 

of stay for dietary preferences, e.g. Zabuże Dwór, Hotel Drohicki, 

Ziołowy Zakątek, Uroczysko Zaborek, Eternite, Sports and 

rehabilitation centers - Sanatorium in Załuzie 

Center for Biological Renewal and Rehabilitation Janów Podlaski 

Castle. 

Purchase  Comprehensive offers created by the accommodation industry 

Recommendatio

ns for the 

development of 

the offer 

• development of infrastructure for winter sports, such as 

preparation and marking of trails for cross-country skiing, 

identification of places to sea, 

• integrating the offers of the accommodation industry, 

• website in many language versions, 

• coverage on popular TV channels, 

• networking of hotel providers, restaurant and sports services 

as well as food producers meeting high quality requirements 

based on tradition and local products. 
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Relationship of the Strategy with other documents 

 

The analysis of the assessment of the connections of the Kayak Trail Development Strategy 

created as part of the project "Bug connects us - creation of two cross-border kayaking 

tourist trails" covered 22 documents, including 7 items of international scope and 15 

documents constituting national and regional programs, plans and strategies. The 

conducted analysis proved the existence of direct or indirect convergence of the program 

objectives indicated in the Kayak Trail Development Strategy with the objectives and / or 

priorities indicated in the documents referred to. The implementation of the Strategy will 

be conducive to the implementation of the objectives set out in individual Polish and 

international strategic documents. 

 

a) development strategy of voivodeships / regions / countries through which kayak 

trails run; 

 

ENI Cross-Border Cooperation Program Poland-Belarus-Ukraine 2014-2020 

The main goal of the Cooperation Program is to support the cross-border development 

processes of Poland, Belarus and Ukraine. Within the framework of the Program, three 

strategic goals have been distinguished within the framework of cross-border cooperation: 

A. Promoting economic and social development in the regions on both sides of the common 

border; B. Addressing common environmental, public health, safety and security 

challenges; C. Promotion of better conditions and rules to ensure the mobility of people, 

goods and capital.  

The implementation of the Strategy is in line with the Thematic Objective No. 1 (Priority 

1.1 Promotion of local culture and history and Priority 1.2. Promotion and preservation of 

natural heritage) in the scope of activities related to the promotion of local culture and the 

promotion of cultural and historical heritage of cross-border regions. Support for the 

development of tourism infrastructure in the form of strengthening contacts and networks 

between countries in the sectors of culture and tourism is consistent with the objectives of 

the Strategy. 

 

Treaty between the Republic of Poland and the Republic of Belarus on good 

neighborhood and friendly cooperation, signed in Warsaw on June 23, 1992 

(Journal of Laws 1993, No. 118, item 527) 

The most important message of the Treaty is to preserve and strengthen friendly Polish-

Belarusian relations in order to increase trust and cooperation between European states. 

Moreover, the treaty aims at the mutual enrichment and coexistence of cultures. 
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The strategy is in line with Art. 14 point 4 of the Treaty, which includes fostering the 

development of cooperation in the field of sport and tourism between countries. The 

implementation of the Strategy is indirectly part of the activities on the mutual 

dissemination of knowledge about the national heritage in the field of culture and art.. 

 

Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Poland and the 

Government of the Republic of Belarus on the main principles of cross-border 

cooperation 

The overriding goal of the Agreement is to support cross-border cooperation and 

strengthen relations between States. Contribution to the economic and social progress of 

regions, including border areas. 

The strategy is in line with Art. 5 Agreements through activities stimulating the 

development of cross-border cooperation in the field of tourism, recreation and sport. 

Actions under the Strategy indirectly contribute to the development of regions, cities and 

rural areas, especially recreation areas. 

 

Treaty between the Republic of Poland and Ukraine on good neighborhood, 

friendly relations and cooperation, drawn up in Warsaw on May 18, 1992 (Journal 

of Laws 1993, No. 125, item 573) 

The main intention of the treaty is to maintain friendly Polish-Ukrainian relations in order 

to create European solidarity. Building cooperation, developing the culture of both nations, 

establishing diplomatic relations between them. 

Activities aimed at supporting the development of contacts in the field of sport and tourism, 

building new relations between nations, development of friendly relations between the 

youth of both countries, are directly related to the objectives of the Strategy. Indirectly, 

the Strategy refers to the development of border regions and the dissemination of 

knowledge about the national heritage of nations. 

 

Strategy for responsible development until 2020 (with a perspective until 2030) 

The priority objective of the Strategy for Responsible Development is to create conditions 

for the growth of incomes of Polish residents with a simultaneous increase in social, 

economic, environmental and territorial cohesion. 

The activities implemented under the individual objectives of the Strategy are indirectly 

consistent with the Strategy for Responsible Development in the field of promoting a 

healthy lifestyle and increasing the possibility of spending free time (e.g. sport and 

tourism). 
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National Strategy for Regional Development 2030 

The main goal of the 2030 Regional Development Strategy is to improve the quality of life 

of Poles, the effects of which are to be measured by qualitative indicators and the value 

and rate of GDP growth in Poland. 

Activities related to the use of the environmental potential of the region, undertaking 

activities aimed at its development are consistent with the objectives of the National 

Strategy for Regional Development. The implementation of activities under the Strategy is 

directly in line with the Strategic Objective 8 (Using the tourism and cultural potential for 

the development of the region) and is indirectly consistent with Objective 6 (Counteracting 

negative demographic trends and fuller use of labor resources). 

 

Social Capital Development Strategy (project) 

The main goal of the Social Capital Development Strategy was to increase the quality of 

social and cultural life of Poles. Actions are to reduce deficits and use the potential in the 

areas of civil society and increase participation in culture. Moreover, they are to be aimed 

at intensifying economic and cultural development by increasing the effectiveness of the 

Polish creative industries.  

The identified relationship relates to social activation in the field of Cultural Tourism 

Development and increasing access to cultural goods. Actions envisaged under the 

Strategy are directly in line with Objective 2.5 Strengthening the promotion of Polish 

culture abroad, close cooperation and efficient communication may contribute to the 

dissemination of Polish culture abroad.  

 

Operational Program Infrastructure and Environment for 2014-2020 

The main objective of the Program is: Support for the resource-efficient and environment-

friendly economy that fosters territorial cohesion. Building a low-emission economy, 

striving to develop environmentally friendly energy from renewable sources, adapting to 

climate change and increasing competitiveness in the field of environmentally friendly 

technologies.  

The implementation of the Strategy is consistent with the OPI & E in the scope of priority 

axis VIII: Protection of cultural heritage and development of cultural resources. Social 

integration and expansion of the cultural offer increase the tourist attractiveness of the 

regions and the whole country.  

 

Development strategy of the Mazowieckie Voivodeship until 2030 

The overriding goal of the Strategy is territorial cohesion, understood as reducing 

development disproportions in the Mazowieckie Voivodeship and increasing the importance 
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of the Warsaw Metropolitan Area in Europe, the result of which is to improve the quality of 

life of the inhabitants. 

The activities implemented under the Strategy relate directly to the activities provided for 

under the strategic objective in the area of culture and heritage (Using the potential of 

culture and cultural heritage and the values of the natural environment for the economic 

development of the region and improving the quality of life) as part of the following 

activities: 

32. Using the values of the natural environment and the potential of cultural heritage to 

increase the tourist attractiveness of the region. 

33. Promotion of culture and creativity. 

34. Creating cities as centers of cultural activity. 

35. Supporting the development of the creative sector. 

36. The use of cultural heritage in business activities. 

 

Development strategy of the Lubelskie Voivodeship (project) 

The voivodeship development strategy defines long-term goals and directions for the 

development of the Lubelskie Voivodeship, and also serves as an information tool by 

presenting the plans and intentions of the regional authorities. It sets out a model of the 

region's development policy, one of the goals of which is to integrate the society within 

solving significant problems as well as achieving the assumed regional goals. 

The strategy is directly part of the measures implemented under the operational objective 

3.4. Innovative use of natural and cultural values, development of sports and leisure 

services. Creating new tourist attractions, strengthening social ties, regional integration, 

thus expanding the labor market in tourism and tourism-related industries.   

 

Regional innovation strategy of the Lubelskie Voivodeship (project) 

The innovation strategy defines the directions of development at the regional level, 

dedicates the development of research and innovation to the needs of smart specialization. 

Its main goal is to increase the scale and scope of the innovative solutions introduced to 

the economy of the voivodeship, with the use of the regional research and development 

base, which in turn will contribute to an increase in the quality of life of the region's 

inhabitants. 

Implementation of the Strategy is directly related to the implementation of the detailed 

issue of the specialization area III. Healthy society, especially in terms of 313. Tourism, 

including health and health tourism.  
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Cross-border cooperation strategy for the Lubelskie Voivodeship, Lviv Oblast, 

Volyn Oblast and Brest Oblast for 2014-2020 

The objectives of the cross-border cooperation strategy are focused on the effective use of 

cooperation in the field of economy, tourism and scientific potential. Their task is to 

improve external and internal communication accessibility (neutralization of limitations 

resulting from the external border of the EU). 

The implementation of the Strategy's objectives is directly related to the implementation 

of activities provided for in the activities included in the Cooperation Strategy, in particular, 

it relates to objective 3.2.2. Natural environment, culture and tourism, promoting the 

region's cross-border potential in terms of cooperation based on protection and respect for 

natural and cultural values.  

 

Podlaskie Voivodeship Development Strategy 2030 

The Development Strategy for Podlaskie Voivodeship defines three strategic goals: 1. 

Dynamic economy; 2. Wealthy residents; 3. Partner region. The region's development 

policy is based on using the voivodeship's potentials as a result of responding to specific 

development challenges. 

Priorities indicated under the operational objectives: 1.3. Local entrepreneurship; 1.5. E-

podlaskie and 3.3. International and supra-regional partnerships are consistent with the 

objectives of the Strategy, primarily in terms of promoting and developing local tourism, 

increasing the importance of tourist trails related to the natural and cultural values of the 

Bug valley. Development of cross-border tourism by deepening cooperation with partners 

from Belarus and Ukraine.   

 

b) spatial development plans for provinces / regions / countries; 

 

National spatial development concept 2030 

The following has been adopted as the strategic goal of the Concept: Effective use of the 

country's space and its territorially differentiated development potentials - 

competitiveness, increased employment, efficiency of the state's functioning and cohesion 

in the social, economic and territorial dimension in the long term. 

The implementation of the Strategy's objectives is consistent with, respectively, supporting 

the restructuring of rural areas, especially for Eastern Poland, e.g. in the field of tourism 

development and promoting the development of territorial specialization, reducing the 

share of agriculture in favor of the share of other sectors of the economy (tourism). 

Strengthening and developing cooperation of twin towns located near the external border 

with the EU, e.g. Terespol - Brest, thus striving for the development of these regions. 
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Spatial development plan for the Mazowieckie Voivodeship 

The priority objective of the Development Strategy for the Mazowieckie Voivodeship is to 

minimize the development disproportions in the Mazowieckie Voivodeship and to intensify 

the importance of the Warsaw Metropolitan Area in Europe. The planned activities are 

implemented in six areas: Industry and production, Economy, Space and transport, 

Society, Environment and energy, and Culture and heritage. 

The strategy is directly related to the area of activities of the Economy. It is consistent with 

the concept of tourism development, especially water trails and related water tourism. 

Development of water recreation centers with accompanying facilities in the vicinity of 

rivers and water reservoirs and the use of rivers as tourist water trails. 

 

Spatial development plan for the Lubelskie Voivodeship 

The spatial development plan defines the principles and directions of shaping the functional 

and spatial structure of the Lubelskie Voivodeship, and specifies activities aimed at the 

implementation of supra-local public goals. 

Actions envisaged under the Strategy are coherent in the use of the region's tourist 

potential (cultural heritage, natural resources). They directly relate to the main objectives: 

Strengthening the cultural identity of the region by protecting and cultivating cultural 

resources and enriching them with modern values (by coordinating the protection and 

preservation of cultural heritage with the policy of environmental protection and tourism 

development) and Increasing the competitiveness of the voivodeship economy and 

improving its investment attractiveness (in development of tourism infrastructure). 

 

c) the tourism development strategy of provinces / regions / countries; 

 

Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Poland and the 

Government of the Republic of Belarus on cooperation in the field of tourism 

The message of the Agreement is to create favorable conditions for the stable and 

harmonious development of bilateral tourism cooperation, and thus to express goodwill in 

order to strengthen relations between nations. Development of tourist cooperation in order 

to learn about the life, history and culture of both countries. 

Stimulating work on the development and implementation of joint investments in the field 

of tourism, undertaking joint ventures in order to serve tourists is directly in line with the 

objectives of the Strategy. 

 

Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Poland and the Cabinet 

of Ministers of Ukraine on cooperation in the field of tourism, made in Gdynia on 

June 30, 2005 (M.P.2006.79.785) 
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The agreement is aimed at supporting cooperation in the field of tourism on the basis of 

equality and mutual benefit. Its aim is to expand friendly relations between the nations of 

the Republic of Poland and Ukraine, thus better understanding the life, history and cultural 

heritage of both nations. 

The strategy refers directly to the identified challenges and recommendations with regard 

to the development of tourism, both in organized and individual forms. Participation in 

festivals or other events to exchange specialist groups in these fields. It aims to further 

develop cooperation in the field of tourism. 

 

Strategy for the development of tourism in the Mazowieckie Voivodeship for 

2014-2020 

The Tourism Development Strategy contains a diagnosis of the current state of tourism, 

an analysis of results and strategic recommendations. Water tourism in the Mazowieckie 

Voivodeship includes, among others kayak trails. The rivers: Bug, Narew, Pilica, Warka and 

Vistula and their tributaries represent a great potential in terms of the possibility of using 

them in water tourism. The current condition of kayaking tourism in the Mazowieckie 

Voivodeship is unsatisfactory, it requires a comprehensive approach and the involvement 

of a larger group of entities. 

The activities related to the implementation of the Strategy are directly in line with the 

objectives related to the development of active tourism, especially water tourism - 

expansion, as well as better use of the already existing trails. Promoting the organization 

of mass sports events by local authorities, including kayaking trips. 

 

Program for the development of tourism in the Lubelskie Voivodeship until 2020 

with a perspective until 2030 

The program defines the framework for the functioning of tourism in the Lubelskie 

Voivodeship, presents a marketing idea and how to use it. The Program defines three main 

objectives: Objective I. Efficient and effective Development Ecosystem; Objective II. 

Developed and accessible tourism space; Objective III. Lubelskie region as Slow Travel. 

The implementation of the objectives of the Strategy is in direct correlation with the 

objectives of the Tourism Development Program, including by promoting active tourism 

(including water tourism), commercializing trails and paths, organizing rallies or 

competitions, and other forms of organized activities. 

 

d) a strategy for the promotion of provinces / regions / countries; 
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Promotion strategy of the Mazowieckie Voivodeship 

The promotion strategy of the Mazowieckie Voivodeship takes into account two main 

aspects: investment and tourism. The strategic goal is to create a clear image of the region, 

separate the region from the capital of the country and create the region as a brand. 

The implementation of the Strategy's objectives is consistent in terms of tourist promotion. 

The strategy directly relates to the activities envisaged as part of the construction of a 

platform for collecting and processing information, as part of one of the proposed thematic 

products - "Kajak po Mazowsze". 

 

Sustainable Development Goals: Ukraine 

The proposed solutions are consistent with the goals of sustainable development adopted 

by the Ukrainian Ministry of Economic Development and Trade. The provisions of the 

Strategy are consistent with the description of the objectives: Healthy and quality of life, 

Decent work and economic growth, protection and rehabilitation of terrestrial ecosystems, 

Partnership for sustainable development. 

 

National (Ukrainian) Regional Development Strategy for the period until 2020  

Similarly to the Kayak Trail Development Strategy, it assumes carrying out activities aimed 

at increasing economic competitiveness and promoting natural heritage. 

 

National Strategy for Sustainable Social and Economic Development of the 

Republic of Belarus until 2030 

The strategic goal of the tasks described in the document is, among others, ensuring a 

high standard of living for the population and protection of the natural environment for 

future generations. The main goal for the period 2021-2030 is, among others, stable 

development and achieving high-quality social development based on the development of 

the "green economy", accelerated development of technologically advanced industries and 

services.  
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Strategy implementation system 

 

The existing tourist traffic management system has the character of decentralized activities 

undertaken by those offering tourist services. The administrative issues of tourism are 

regulated by various levels of local government with the participation of non-governmental 

organizations, economic self-governments, and the private sector. It is recommended to 

indicate a specific institution that is a local government unit that will coordinate the 

activities undertaken in the field of tourism organization and ensure consistent 

communication and promotion of the tourism product for the kayaking trails of the Bug. 

This unit would be the Canoe Tourism Centers in Drohiczyn, Sokal and Bielin. On the basis 

of informal agreements, the promotion of the tourism product will be implemented by 

partners from Ukraine and Belarus. 

Monitoring of the kayak trail development strategy should be carried out in accordance 

with the general rules, i.e. three times: to determine the initial state - before the start of 

implementation (ex-ante), control the implementation of the strategy - in the middle of 

the implementation period (mid-term) and assess the results achieved - after completion 

implementation (ex-post). For monitoring purposes. The ex-post evaluation is the most 

important from the point of view of the overall development of tourism in the area related 

to the kayaking trails of the Bug. All assessments of the impact of domestic and foreign 

public entities on development processes should be carried out in the context of tourism 

needs, achievement of goals and incurred expenditure. Products and results are measured 

and evaluated. The evaluation of the implementation of the Bug River Kayak Trail 

Development Strategy is a process that requires social participation and, above all, the 

cooperation of tourism market entities. Hence the necessity to constantly monitor the 

Strategy. The sources of data acquisition for the evaluation of the Strategy implementation 

may be:  

• Primary sources - surveys / polls, direct recorded statements, social media records, 

website traffic analysis and more.  

• Secondary sources: research reports and expert opinions, statistics prepared by 

other institutions (e.g. the Central Statistical Office), media reports and other. 

 

The choice of information sources for evaluation depends on the choice of indicators. The 

monitoring indicators are summarized in the table. 
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Table 12. Strategy implementation indicators 

Name of the 
strategic indicator 

Measure Data source 

Expected 

direction of 
change 

The volume of tourist 
traffic 

number of visitors 
(domestic and foreign) 

Information from the 
study of tourist 

traffic 

increase 

Increased interest in 
tourism products 

number of people 
declaring their intention to 

come back 

maintenance at 
least at the current 

level 

Assessment of the 
quality of tourist 

services 

average rating of the 
quality of tourist service 

keeping on to say 
the least 

Interest in the offer of 
kayaking activities 

Number of people using 
kayak access services 

Information from 
service providers 

related to the 
provision of the use 

of kayaks 

increase 

Source: GIG Katowice 

 

Funds for the implementation of the tasks specified in the Kayak Trail Development 

Strategy will come from two groups of financing sources - own funds of local government 

units and foreign (external) funds from the ministries responsible for sport, tourism, culture 

and national heritage and regional development, European Union funds, including funds 

for the development of regions, innovative economy, etc., non-EU earmarked funds, or 

targeted subsidies granted by various types of non-governmental organizations and private 

capital (investors), also under public-private partnerships. It should be mentioned that the 

financing of projects under the funds of the European Regional Development Fund for the 

years 2014–2020 is not yet precisely specified, therefore, at the present stage, it is only 

possible to forecast about the financing possibilities. It also causes difficulties in accessing 

external financial support from private entrepreneurs. Implementation of a large part of 

public investments, including in terms of sports infrastructure or parking lots, it may be 

related to a public-private partnership. Such projects are also more willingly supported by 

external financing, including from the European Union. Preference is given to projects of 

at least regional scope, with an emphasis on supra-regional and international, which gives 

the opportunity to take advantage of the specific location on the border.  
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Appendix 1 – List of Tourist Information Points 

POLAND 

Serock Przystań promowa 

http://www.jeziorozegrzynskie.info/ 

Wyszków Punkt Informacji Turystycznej 

aleja Róż 2, 07-200 Wyszków 

http://turystyka.wyszkow.pl 

Brańszczyk Gminne Centrum Kultury Sportu i Turystyki w Brańszczyku 

Jana Pawła II 43, 07-221 Brańszczyk 

tel. 48 29 679 40 45 

Brok Ośrodek kultury i rekreacji 

Pułtuska 22, 07-306 Brok 

tel. 48 29 745 75 31 

Granne Nadbużańskie Centrum Turystyczne 

Granne 15, 17-312 Granne 

tel. 48 504 277 670 

Drohiczyn Nadbużańskie Centrum Turystyki Kajakowej w Drohiczynie 

Józefa Ignacego Kraszewskiego 24, 17-312 Drohiczyn 

tel. 48 501 701 152 

Punkt Obsługi Ruchu Turystycznego 

Plac Tadeusza Kościuszki 2, 17-312 Drohiczyn 

Korczew Punkt Informacji Turystycznej w Korczewie 

Punkt zlokalizowany w centrum gminy 

08-108 Korczew 

Sarnaki Punkt Informacji Turystycznej przy Gminnej Bibliotece 

Publicznej w Sarnakach 

ul. Berka Joselewicza 3, 08-220 Sarnaki 

Mielnik Informacja turystyczna 

Brzeska 71, 17-307 Mielnik 

http://www.goksir.mielnik.com.pl/ 

tel. 48 85 657 71 00 

Serpelice Punkt Informacji Turystycznej Serpelice 

Serpelice 75, 08-221 Serpelice 

Kodeń Gminne Centrum Kultury, Turystyki i Sportu 

Rynek 4, 21-509 Kodeń 

tel. 48 83 375 41 37 
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Włodawa Informacja turystyczna 

Partyzantów 25, 22-200 Włodawa 

http://www.informacja.wlodawa.pl/ 

Wola Uhruska Gminne Centrum Informacji - Wola Uhruska 

Sportowa 1, 22-230 Wola Uhruska 

tel. 48 82 591 50 69 

Informacja turystyczna 

Dorohusk Parkowa 5, 22-175 Dorohusk-Osada 

http://www.gokitdorohusk.pl/ 

tel. 48 82 566 18 13 

Hrubieszów Informacja turystyczna 

ul. 3-go Maja 11, 22-500 Hrubieszów 

tel. 48 84 697 26 89 

BELARUS 

Brest Tourist Information Centr "Brest" 

Masherov ave 17, Brest 

Kobryn Turisticheskoye Agentstvo "Tsentr Tur" 

vulica Puškina 3, Kobryn 225306, Białoruś 

Bielin Centrum Turystyki Kajakowej w Bielinie 

UKRAINE 

Chervonohrad Talisman 

Vulytsya Bohdana Khmelʹnytsʹkoho, 34, Chervonohrad, Lviv 

Oblast,  80110 

tel. 380 984 889 797 

Sokal Centrum Turystyki Kajakowej w Sokalu 
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Appendix 2 – List of Viewpoints 

Serock Ujście Bugu do Narwi 

Wojtkowice-Glinna Miejsce widokowe na brzegu 

Starczewice Polanka 

Mogielnica Platforma widokowa na lewym brzegu 

Drohiczyn Kopiec pamięci Podlasia 

Drohiczyn Góra Zamkowa w Drohiczynie 

Osłowo Sosna Parasol 

Mielnik Góra Zamkowa w Mielniku 

Gnojno (Borsuki) Widok na zakole Bugu 

Brześć Twierdza 

Sugry Plaża Sugry 

Orchówek Taras widokowy na wieży kościelnej 

Włodawa Trójstyk 

Uchańka Kopiec Kościuszki w Uchańce 

Czumów Wieża widokowa w Gródku 

 

 


